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L. In submit Jlu; tne ﬂonﬂluding pcrtion of the. rescrd™ .
on the Guadalcanel operatlion fThe under 31b1 ed desires to euphaglie ?5.
certain asmects of the operation and conclusions drawn by restt ﬁ)
ing %then in more conclse and convenlent form than was poss ivle in

n
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Thie ”ulaﬁl—}uadalcanal cperafion was ‘an enterprise launghed
in the South Pacific at a critical tiwme in tae summer of 1942..
Repulsed 1in tue Coral Sea and again at didway the enemy secmed
nrepared Tor a third attenpt To sever ges communlcations between
Australesia and the American continent., This fresh effort, le
3 1 then- 1te forerunners, was gpparently (o take the for

ic *1
¢f a steady, siep by steon, progression dowr: the lslands of th

=

Solomers chain to reach and destroy our tases ln the Yew Heu"lues
eni iew Caledonia., The decisgion of the United Wations to sitacl
was based upon lorger reasons unknovi: to this headgusrters, res-
gong oI tTae wmost compelliny nature, 1t must be presumec, for
geldom nag on operation been beguu under more dleadvantagecus
circumstonces. :

Thie weost important clircumstonce winilch militated azainst the
provatility of a succegsful outcone of the venture was the limited
tine avallable., This element offected the cperstion ¢
in many ways.

There was not sufflcient time for tihne necessnry reconiéls-
sance, study and inter-theatre llelson neceszary for gound glan-

« ning. ‘ '

ndversely

Tnere was not sufflcient time to plan, organize and conduet
- a-wetnodical cowbat loading of the shipe makiag up the trancport
T up. The loeding operation at ‘C’LlﬂQuOu wo.ole ngve been »
rmntic and complicated tagk under Uiae best of conditions; itg
cesusful coupletion under thne ncndnu-ung auuually existing was
markable feat, Seemingly insuperavle, accomplishiient-is
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attriputable largely to the extensive embarkation experience gained
Ly the Marine Corps in the preceding twenty years of fleel maneu-—,
vers, expeditions and small operations,

Tnere was not sufficient time for the necessary related plar-
ning by the commanders and staffs of the forces involved, Comuwan-—
der Task Force 6z, in immediate charge of operations, did not
reach Mew Zealand until 15 July, Comnander Landing Force had
no opportunity to confer with commanders of supporting naval task
forces until the attack force was assembled off Koro on tilc eve
of sortie. As a result the landing force plan of operations wes
formuleved without detailed knowledie of the plans of higher and
supporting commanders. This was most undesirable from the pelnt
of view of all concerned. But it was unavoidable,for the ecmbarke-
tion of a landing force involves the making of decisionsg irrevo-
cable in cnaracter and, to be completed at all, this particular
embarkation nad, of neeessity, to ve begun forthwith.

The direct consequence of this unilateral form of planning
was the abgence of a complete meeting of the minds of thne comman-
ders concerned. For example, from the landing force point of view,
the undertaking was planned and executed as a normal ampilblcus
operation premised upon a firmi control of sea and ailr by our naval
forces. The latter however regarded the enterprise pmore in the
nature of a large scale raid or 1ilt and run operation as in fact
it proved to be. Had tuls same conceptlon been entertained from
the outget by all of the forces involved 1t would have afforded
us an opportunity to modify normal planning by adjusting 1T to
the special clrcumstances. Thls in turn would have served to
alleviatce many of tne misuncerstandings whico later arose with
resvect o supply and general loglistics.

There was not sufficient tiame to train for and rehearse tne
operatlion, Tae fact tnat the landing force elements had not
reached a particularly hizh state of training made it desirable
to hold a thorough training and renesrsal perlod before under-
taking the actual attack. . Tnls was recognized, but the area (Xoro
Island) was most unsultable for actual landings due o thie ob-
stacle vresented by the unbroken expanse of fringlng coral. Froo
Sie point of view of the landing force the Koro renearsal provided

‘notaing beyond o valuable period of debarketion training and, in
view of the rapid increase of enemy activity in the Solomons, tne
wisdow of devoting priceless time to such limited advantage ap-
peared dublous, This in no way detrscts from the fact that re-
hearsals are of prime importance but they must be proper reisear-
sals made under conditions closely approximating the actual
operation and perialitting the landing of trocps and the enactment
of tihe scheme of maneuver, With more time avallable a more
suitable rehearsal area could have been selected,

he foregoing is submitted solely to reewmphasize the lmpor-
tarice of the time element in the planning of amwhlblous operations
and is in no sense a criticiem of others, It is well understood
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Crganizatvion ané Trainings of an Amphiblicus Force

A vast amount of doctrinal and procedurel wmaterial relaiving
to amsiilblous operstions has recently appeared froum various
soulrces, Some of 1T 1s veluable; scme of 1T 1s so impractical
as to be dtte'ly meretricious;. nesrly all of 1t 1s unneceussary
Its orizin sorings from the effort to correlate on paper the
functions of two Torces which belong together in fect. Until
this fundsmentsl fact is appreciated there will be 1ittle actusl
progress in this branch of warfare, An amphiblous force nust
ve organized and trained as a permansent unit rather thar a pro-
visioconal groucing of forces for a s:eciflc task, Lending force
units should be definitely assizned to specified cshiws of tae
transport groun and should be embarked for extended periodic
trelining. Only by this eclose and continued asscclaticn between
corresponding naval and merine commanders can there be the Tull
develonment of the striking power of the sea-borne landing force.
Tne transonort group and the landins force should find a comuon
superior in a force comuander provided with a conibined staff
cevable o Tinsllzing tihe many problems of amphlblous warfare
wiichi %11l awalt solution.
.In taemselves thege probleuws are not difficult but they

sre of & jolnt nature and cannot be solved indevendently., At

the oreseut time attack ftransports and cargo carriers are euployed
on eduinistretive troco and supply movenents, ieanvhile marine
Corpe elenients are enjaged in treaining ashore witih infrequent
opportunity te perfect tnemselves in thelr major combat furnction.
I¢ is Enereforc recomuended thet attack nransoorts and cargo
cerriere be witindrawn from administrative service and be assembled
for training with the several Larine divisions in order that both
ey devoite themselves to the solution of common problems in pre-
peration for operations whicin nust inevitably cone,

Comunon Problems

Conoseratlon.~ Escential teamwork between transpert and
landing teat co.manders can be obtained only by operational
praciize. Zach ship prresents an individual proble. dve to varia-
tlions in structure and boats but, given coportunity, the landing
team will adaptu itself readily to the ship. For example at
Wellington it was possible to emurk 2nd Bn, 5%th darines in USS
Weville wiich hed embsrked the same battaLlon for training on the
Atlantic Cosst on previous cce&:lons. Embarkotion, shake down and
subsecquent overations proc é-ed with the utmest order and despatch
Cther battalions asslgned to strange ships required twice the
Nevillets pericd for cmbarmatlon‘ nd loading and throughout the
operation never acquired the Neville'!s smcotimrgss gnd teamwork.




> ¢

The only diiference was familiarity witn the ship.

Transport Training.- Transvorts as well as karines re quwrc
training and practice in the actuel funct cng of embarkaticn, saip
te shore movement and the 1cuL1nE of supnlies. This cannocs Uc
gained 1n administrative carrying operations. For sxample, 1n
the kelbourne area, HkAS lanoora vag assligned thls divisicn as
a training transocort. She repeafted a series of elementary land-
ing exerclses‘seven times in ten. weeks each tlme embarking a dif-
ferent landing team of the divisicn. Strange to her work, stie
required 21 hours to put ashore the landing tesam supplies on tae
first exercise The time was reduced steadlly with each successive
attemdt until onutne final exercise she landed the same quantity
¢t supply in 6 hours, Improvement in embarkation and boat cpera-—
tionsg was equally remarkable,

Supply

The supply problenm regulres training and planning by the
landing force, the transporit force and uhe amphiblicous force com-
marder. Independent offorts will lead oniy to misunderstanding.
Tne matter is of vital importance and it 1g unforitunate that
there has arisen such a confusion of thnought with respesat to it
on the part of ticse wito have had only limited coniection with
the actual conduct of training and operations., The great problen
of course the quantity of supply to be taken; thls can:aot be
ixed and absolute butv must be determined by & careful balance
of Tactors entering into each sgpecific coeration. '

b

Supply Training,- The quantity of supply wialch can be landed
and disversed within a glven period of time and smploying & given
anount of labor can be doubled or trebled if tlaHSpOft crews and
shore wqrties are trained in tqelr duties,

Tnig division embarked for the duadalcanal operation only

tnose supplies utterly necdssafy tc live and to fight, Bagrage,

bedéin., seabags, extra clothing, tentege and camp egulpment ware
entirely eliminated. Post exchanie suppllies were limlted to soap,
clgarettes :rd razcr btlades. Ammunition was reduced frem 20 units
to ten, rations from 90 to 60 days. ©No sacrifice was spared which

wauld increase Lhe initial ccmbat efficiency and landing rate cof
the division yetc solely by resson cf the Qh@r*ﬂ)e of shipping epace
much valuable equipment had to be left behin

In future cperations the division will contluue tnis pcliey
of reduction and carry 1t still farther as experience %teaches us
to distingulsh between thie essential and non-essential. Bubt 1t
must be polnted ocut that troops canriot be expected to exist indef-
iritely on short rations and ubterly devoid of the necessitles of
1ife and some provigion for the minimum comfort and standards cf
dsrency,

In planning future operatlons we must decids at tne outse

e v
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shall the landing force be self sustailning as initially embarked
or shell it carry only a bare minimui to be supplemented later? ]
This 1s & basic decision for the amphibious force, bul one in whiéhh
the landing force is also vitally concerned. If the force is to
be self sustaining for a considerable period of time the naval
forces nust be brepar 4 to remain on the scene for the length of
time nedessary to complete unloading. If only a minimum of supply
is to be landed initlally there must be an orderly plan for sup-
plementsary shipnent, ®
In the Guadalcanal operation this division emodrxeq suppliles
in quantlity sufficient to insure independence of action for a con-
slderable period with the expectation that the transports would
not depart prior to D plus 4 day. However, unloading operations
ceased for all practical purposes on D plus 1 day. Supplementary
shipments were not. tegun for a considerable period of time and
until October were most irregular, As this method of gupply had
not been foreseen the division had made no provision for a rear
echelon adequate to procure, classify and embark stores in accord-
ance with planned reguirements, An improvised organization was
created in New Caledonia but 1t was not under division control nor
responsive to divisional needs
If this method of supply 1s to be used 1n,future operations
it must enter into the supply calculation of the operation as a.
whole., The following would then be the essential features of the
plan of supply: '
L. Amounts of equipment and supply to be embarked initially-
as arfected by
Pirobable rat%e of unloading.
haximum period transports will remain in area.
2. Tonnage and frequeney of subs equent shipments.
5. Pricrities to be assigned in embarking equipment, materials
and supplies for supplementary purposes.
4, Provisions of a landing force rear echelon or supply
service sufficlent to forward supplies in accordance with plan.
This metnod of supply has many advantages and may be superior
to any other, However, it implies continuous control of the line
¢f sea comuunications dnd likewise has the effect of delaying the
development of the full striking power of the ldndiné force penﬁ¢ﬂd
arrival of successive supply increments.

Lessons and Ccnclusions

Battallons should be practiced in landing operations at every
opportunity without regard to state of training.

Reinforced regimental landings are necessary to provide train-
ing 1n shore party operations and as a test of the sufficiency of
standing procedure with respect to, supply debarkation. Battslion
landings do not provide adequate tralning in supply and shore party
operations,

The regimental combat team should be embarked in a trapSport
division of 4 APA's and one AXKA., If a large APA 1s available for

-5~ r e 4
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~the regimental headguarters group it may be possible to disperse

with the AXA.

The division requlfes»d support group of 2 APA's and 3 AKA's
to embark supporiing units.

: A dlvision headquarters ship is likewise required to embark
command elements of %he landing force and amphibiocus force. Ample
communication facilities for this ship are most essential.

4 winimum planning period of six weeks should precede empar-
kation for combat. A much larger period would be desirable,

It 18 eggential %o employ amphibious patrols to secure infor-
mation of enemy forces and to verify information obtained from
phiotographic reconnaissance, This division now nas a force of
ampiiiblcus scouts trained for this purpose.

Use of persons possessing a detalled familiarity with the
area of operations as guides and terrsin adviserg is of the ubtmost
lmportance. The services of those who participated in this opera-
tlon in such capacities were of great value.,

Haps and photograpns mugt be provided and reproduced in
quantity sufficient for wide dissribution.

Upon embarkation the attack Torce ghaould conduct a series
of complete and Thorough rehearsals of the intended landing.

Before entering combat all officers who do not appear to
possess the requisite ubllity should be relieved of command. It
ig better to enter combat with a limited shortage of officers than
to be faced with the necessity of relieving the incapable in the
presence or tiie eneny. ’

A comparison of the several ldﬂangb leads to the inescapable
conclusion that landings should not be attempted in the face of
organized resistance 17, by sany combinstion of march or maneuver,
it 1s vossible to land unooposeé and undetected at a point witihin
striking distance of the objective.

The organization for landing, the technique of ship-to-shore
moverient, landine craft and gpecial landing equivment developed
in tne ten years prior to the war were found satisfactory to a
degree beyond expectation, -

The operation did not involve a real test of methods cf con-
trolling ship's gunfire by shore based rire control parties. How-
ever, nothing developed during the operation to indicate the need
for any fundamental changes - in doctrine. _ :

Orn -every occasion our troops nroved themselves superior to
the Japunese in actual combat. Thelr great deficiency was inad-
equate physicel training and hardeaing prior to combat, An im-—
portant secondary def101euoy was the faillure of gmall patrols
to operate effective: Thils was corregcted in late phaseu, but
precombat training proved definitely inadequate.

Wnile the division as a wihole was made up largely of green
troops wlth inexperienced company officers, 1t should be observed
that battalion commanders and higher ranks consigted of thoroughly
experienced and capable officersg on whose shoulders rested the
ma jor burden of planning, or*anlélnt and directing operatvions,

| -6- ca—
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Operations in general pointed to the fact that insufficilent
training had been conducted in close and difficult country approx-
imating Jjungle terrain: Large sectlons of the divisional tralning
area in new River were 1ldeally suited for this purpose bul were
generally neglected in favor of open terralin,

Troops 1in training must be made to live nard and to marcn
long distances by day and night through unfavorable terraln. Ease
and comfort in tralining periods will lead to excessive losses in
combat. .

Care of the feet, including dally foot inspection by junior
officers, 1s particularly essential in Jjungle warfare. In one
instance during this period one battalion had 159 ineffectives
due to minor and entirely avocidable foot ailments.

Troops must be trained to preserve tinelr clothing and equip-
ment. Thls is an important disciplinary problem and its only
solution is constant inspection fcllowed by disciplinary action.

Tanks were employed with some success on two occasions. An
analysis oI these actions includes:

(a) That the jungle 1s generally uafavorable for tank action.

(b) That tanks in small numbers can operate effectively in
areas occupled by coconut plantations.

(c) That the tanks must operate at slow gpeed and with ex-—
tremely close infantry support. : '

(d) That wherever possiblie medium tanks ghould be employed
due to the extreme vulnerability of the light models.

It was necessary to employ pioneers and englneers on infantry
misgions. The results clearly vindicated the darine Corps policy
of thorough training of gsuch units in weapons and tactics.

There appeared a distinct need for regularly organized air
support parties to accompany ground forces for lialson and control
purposes in connection with the use of supporting alrcraflt.

The lack of adequate maps and photographs was a distinct
handicap which continued throughout the entire period of our occu-
pation of Guadalcanal, A recommended future procedure;

(a) Designation of an aerial photography unit to take
pnotographs in accordance with exact landing force
reqgquirements,

(b) Direct lialson between landing Tforce and designated
photographic unit.

(¢) Photography unit to supply negatives and six prints
of every photograph taken and to furnish mosalcs,
including copying camera negatives, of all mosalcs
so provided, ‘

(d) Landing force photolitho unit to reproduce photographs
and mosailcs in quantity for unit distribution.

Tie presence of a limited number of gqualified interpreters
to translate enemy documents and exanine prisoners of war was of
great value in ascertaining enemy intentions and in studying his
nabits of combat, ‘

The landing reemphasized the vital nature of the logistical
problen presented by the ship-to-shore movement of supplies. As
had been foreseen, the Ploneer Battalion proved inadeguate in dze
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to cope with the tremendous burden placed upcon 1t. Adeguate sup-
plementary labor nmust be provided: It i1s considered that there

must be avalilable to the shore perty on the landing beach additional
personnel in the proportion of at least 100 men for each vessel
discharging cargo across the beach.

For tJlS operation 60 days' supply and 10 units of fire were
embarked. While these amounts represented reductions of 33% of
supplies and 50% of ammuniticn as compared to Lﬂb normal level
of 90 days and 20 unitg they nevertheless proved somewhat xcesu~
ive from the point of view of immediate reuerememtu. Only a
fraction of these gupplies were actually lanLd, that thls fraction
proved inadequate in no way detracts from the conclusion thiat
amounts actually embarked were somewhat excessive.

In view of the foregoing the following recommendations are
submitted:

(&) That not to exceed thirty days! supply, 10 units of

fire, and 50 days!' rations be embarked.

(b) That only half this material be landed initially and-
that the transports clear the area on D plus 1 day.

(c) Tnat AKA's carrying the remainder of the supplies be
withhield from the danger area initially and that, be-
ginning on D plus 2 day, they be committed singly or
in pairg at regular intervals to permit orderly un-—
loading and to reduce the target offered to hostile
alrcrafst.

A determined low level or dive bombing attack on the landing
beach may prove ruinoug unless supplies are prouptly cleared to
dispersed dump areas. Likewise great attention must be paid to
the rapid establishment of & strong anti-aircralft defense of the
landing bpeeach, '

No sunplies ghould be packed in pasteboard contalners.

gecurlty for supply dumps is to be found in wide dispersion
rather then overhead cover, Second only to tiie foregoing is the
wecesslty for limiting the height of stacks of inflammables to a
maximur of two feet instead of the normal g¢ix feet as the maximum
density of rragments of the enemy personnel bombk appears in a sheaf
extending norizontally and about three feet above ground impact
level. These fragments have an incendiary efrect. As rapidly as
possible dumps should be placed below ground level,

To the greatest extent possible ammunition should be loaded
on vehicles and amphivious tractors prior to emoarkation. This
wlll perilt a large proportion of the initial ammunition supply
to be landed with maximum speed and minlmum exposure. '

To reduce waste and wanton destructlon, orders should be
isgued pirior To the landing covering the disposition of captured
materiel,

The absence of sufficlent defensive materiel was a severe
handicap. None wasg landed initially and only small amcunts were
rececived in subsequent shipments of supplies. It is recomniended
thut o higher landing priority be assigned to a small portion of

[ E
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such materiel., As a result of this experience the present stand-
‘ing operating procedure of this divieion prescribes that ten (10)
per cent of such supplies shall be assigned landing priority "X"-
Variable" (i,e. so embarked as to be accessible for landing on
call at any time during the ship to shore movement).

A proportion of the defensive wire carried by the division
should be of thie prepared concertina type. It will often be
necessary to pass to the defensive on such short notice as to pre-
clude erection of double apron fence:prior to attack. Wired in
defenses are highly desirable particularly in the event of night
attack. This division contemplates carrying sixty (60) per cent
concertina in all future operations.

Tne fallure to land engineer equipment and machinery sgeverely
handicapped our efforts to complete the airfield and its defenses.
Construction equipment and personnel are not a luxury butb an
absolute necessity in modern warfare, Bridging equipment is
particularly necessary.

. Since it is obvious that the enemy will always resort to
night attack there is an urgent need for night illumination material
in defensive operations, This should take the form of parachute
flares for illuminating beaches and a hand thrown flare for illum-
Inating the immedlate foreground of Jjungle positions,

While equipment employed in the landing proved generally
satisfactory, the amphibian tractor demonstrated a usefulness -
exceeding all expectations. gScme of the initlial missions assigned
were transporting bridging material from ship %o erection site
direct, ammunition carrier, prime mover for 105mm guns, bridge
pontoons and ambulance, These missions were executed early in
the operation under conditions of terrain which preculded the use
o trdcks. The amphibian thus made a vital contribution to the
operation by 1ts performance of diverse missions beyond the capacity
of conventional vehicles. It proved proof ageinst the fire of
eremy .25 calibre .weapons in one instance where a tractor was
employed to attack a cave on Gavutu, It is to be observed that
this was an emerpgency undertaking only as it is not considered
that the tractor is a tactical combat vehicle,

Reproduction equipment will always be needed. It snould be
brought in with the second echelon, Little reliance can be placed
on obtalning cartographic assistence from rear areas.

All types of Marine Corps combat transportation proved aighly
satlisfactory, The superiority of our 4-wheel drive equipment over
the Z2-wheel drive type of Japanese ftruck was most apparent.

Arms and equipment, while satisfactory for landing operationg,
are¢ in general too heavy for jungle operations, Troops must be
taugnt to strip down to bare essgsentials and travel on light rations;
patrolg must be speclally armed and equipped in accordance with
the terrain and type of resistance to be encountered. Specific
recommendations are:; )

-+
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(a) Carry only 40-80 rounds per rifleman with propor-
tionate reductions for the BAR and light machine gun.

(b) A limited system of selective or optionsl armament
permlttlng the following substitutions for special
occaslions: ‘ '

Light machine guns for aeavy machine guns.

60mn mortars for 8lmm mortars. '

Increased numter of submachine guns and carcines.

required by close terrain.

gufficlent machetes to issue one per man wien

required.

(¢} The Y"g" ration is too bulky and the "D" ration un-
satisfactory for extended patrols. Eroops must be
trained to live for considerable periods on indivi-
dually prepared rations of rige, bacon, raisins and
cofrfee.

(d) 'This ration should be varied and supblblonted by
airplane drops of eganned fruit and "C% ration at
intervals of four or five days.

) Two canteens are necessary.

) Blankets are not required in tropics; men snould
carry only the shelter half or poncho,

() HMake prepa ations in advance for alrplanu drops of
ammunition and medlcal supplies in the event of &
serious action.

rganize natives as carrying parties as soon as

possible after landing,

Prior to tne Solomons operation some doubt was entertained
as to the precticablility of employing 108mm artillery in jungle
warfare in view of its lack of mobility. It 1s now consldered
that this weapon hag a definite place in future overations in the
pacific. Since large scale cperations will almost invariably center
around the seizure or defense of ingtallatliong cn or near the ses,
ramp boats and amphibian tractors can be employed to move artillery.
In This same coniiection it should also be noted that the cocastal
terralin of the Pacific 1slands often irncludes areas of flat ground
pernitting free movement of guns and normal prime movers. The
superior efrectivencss of this weapon and its desirable ballistic
cnaracteristics were clearly demonstrated on the night of 13 Sep-
tember., It i1s considered highly desirable that these advantages
be retained by continuing tc include this type of artillery in all
larze operations. . : ‘

A major -landing operation such as the Guadalcanal-Tulagil
attack will be followed by a period of minor operations for pur—
poses of defense, mopping up, and selzure of small outlying bases.
To accompllisih these tasks successfully landing equlipment must
remain available to the landing force for tactical pnurposes,
During the entire Guadalcanal operation the use of attached land-
ing craft for tactical purposes was, of necessity, subordinated
to their administrative employment in the unloading of %uoply
veggels., Likewise the few APD's available were UuudlLJ assigned
to escort duty for whicin they were 111 adapted, Turee were lost
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.While on such duty during the period covered by tiils report.
Tnese factors had an exiremely adverse effect on the conduct

of the entire operation., Only limited operations involving the
use of small numoers of craft could be planned, In repeated
instances it was necessary to cancel planned operations due to
the unexpected arrival of supply vessels or non-availability of
APD's., To execute the Tasimboko landing, for example, it was
necessary to shuttle the raiding force from Lunga in two eciielons,
a procedure whilch exposed the advance force to the danger of
defeat 1in detail. Future operations should make provision for
a force of landing craft and APD's to remain with the landing

- force at all times for purely tactical missions,

The enemy demonstrated a high state of training with respect
to night operations., MNovement and control were excellent., How—
ever, he underestimates the disadvantages occurring in this type
of attack, particularly with respect to the effectiveness of the
prearranged nignt fires of The defense. To preserve direction
ne followed the conventional practice of moving dense columns of
infantry along terrain lines leading to the objective. These were
interdicted as a matter of course by the deep supporting fires of
our artillery and mortars, In conseqguence severe logsses were in—
flicted upon many enemy colilumns during the approach march.

The enemy revealed certaln specific weaknesses which were
repeated again and agein. These were: '

(a) Lack of perception,

(b) Careless disregard of security measures, _
(c) Fonéness for the tactically dramatic "3ushido.!
(a

) Lack of intelligence and initiative~—as individuals, or
in groups without formal leadership the Japanese sol-
dier displayed tenaclty and a willingness to die on
the spot but no capacity to take independent action
to redeem nis sltuation. ‘

(e) Lack of combat discipline as demonstrated oy their
general hablt of keeping and carvrying diaries to-
gether with operation orders and other documents
into action. This weakness provided a valuable
and never falling source of information.

(f) Faulty reconnaissance.
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Situation at Beginning of Period

-

The period begins with the arrival of the 7th Marines
(reinforced) from Samoa on 18 September. The return of this
fine and highly trained regiment marked the first occasion
that the division had ever bern concentrated at full strength.

This dccretion in force required us to reexnnmine and
readjust our plans in accordance with improved circumstances
and in the li;ht nf lessons learned from the bitter fighting
of mid-Septembe Ten infantry battalions and one raider.
‘battalion were now avalilable on Guadalcanal, these were
supported by four battalions of artillery, a nearly complete
defense bev alion, a small provisional tank battalion rnd a
growling &ir force.

In re-~disposing forces the cnemy capablilllities werc care—
fully analyzed. Whereas initially the hostile course of action
wovt cangorous to us appearsd to lie in his ability to attempt
a forcod lodgment aza’nst our beach defensas employing armored
landing craft supbowtgd by overwhelming naval gunfire it now

appeared that hils opportunity to pursue this course was greatly
rrduced. There were still large concentrations of troops and
snipping at Rabaul but the strongth and demonstrated proficloncy
of our small alr force henceforth would make it difficult to
approach Guadalcanal with slow moving transports and landing
craft carricrs without exposure to devastating lossas from
tha alr. It likrwisge srem~d probable that the fneny would
continu~ to follow his ecstablished doctrine of unopnosged
landings followed by overland assaults

The fact that air powor now confined him to smell in-
filtrotion landings by night added weight to the conclusion that
beach dofonse had now become a metter of secondary importarnce
by night and of negligible importance by day and thet,
dafo QSlVPlj, our major offort should be directesd townrd an
improv-mant of our inlsnd d“fﬂnsns. The revisad plan of
d~fense was as follows:

~
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To continue the defense primarily by aircralft action
and sccondarily by the establishment of a perimeter defense of
Lunga Point.

To employ only speciel units on beach defense, reserving
the infantry of the division for inland positions.

To ostablish strong reserves to permit rotation of units
on front line duty and to provide a striking force for offcnsive
operations and counterattack.

Eatablishmont of the Lunga Point Perimoter

Division Operation Order No. 1ll-42 of 19 September
Annex A) directed the organizetion of 2 complete perimetcer
nsc subdivided into 10 sectors. Three were beach defense

org manncd by the Ploneer Battalion, Amphibian Tractor
Rattalion and Engincer Battalion, The inland portion of the
perimrter was divided into 7 infantry battalion sectors. Two
of the latter were assigned to each infantry regiment while the
remaining one was rotainnd immedlately under division in order
to effect certain economies in supply and to facilitate
comnunication and control., This method of subdivision enabled
pach infantry regiment to hold a battalion in reserve under
ragimental control but available to division for the support
of an cngagod flank. One infantry battalion (3rd Bn, 2nd

. Marines teken from the Tulagl garrison on 14 September) and
the Raider Bettalinn (with attached elements of lst Parachute
Battalion) were held in divisinn reserve at all times although
one battalion had initially to be assigned to the battalion
sector rotainsd under divisinn contrnl. While this represented
2 small division reserve it could be quickly augmented by em~
ploying tho resarves of regiments nccupying quiet scctors.

Thore was likcowise a great administrative advantage in
this rogrouping of forces. By placing the Ploneecr, Engineolr
and Amphibian Tractnr Battalinn on beach defense assignments
they would be conveniently located with regpect tn their usual
aress of employment and, since daylight beach defense was no
longer a factoar, they could be employed administratively Dby
day and tactically by night when necessary. This arrangement
proved a highly practical solutinn of the brach defense problem.

The porimeter was regarded as a final defensive position
nnly, as it was oxpacted that, by passing to the active
defense the enemy could be denied the crossings of the
Matanikau on the west and the Ilu on the east. ©Tn the west
it was anticipated that by eventually cstablishing an advanced
battlc positinn nn the Matanikau an approaching force could be

- “eonntained theore for a period sufficient to mnove a larger
ﬁaneuVCP element overland to strike at the enemy's expnsad
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inland flank nr, by a shore-ton-shnre novement, to ~ffcct

a landing in his rear, To thce east the wide grassy plains
beyond the Ilu permitted the enployment of tanks and facilitated
the rapid movement »f infantry and artillery. In an engagemont
in thkis arca the enemy would be forced to mect us by day in

~pen country, an opportunity we greatly desirad.

Thorce was, however, no real solution tn the problenm
of active operatinng to the dnuth. The broken terrain =2nd
heavy Jjungle of the upper Lunga inpeded movement and develnp-
ment of the attack. The nnly practical scheme for an active
defense 1n this area appeared to be a movenent nf lightly
equippad forces snuthh along the Tenaru to Kiarnkiki thence
wast to strike the right flank »f a hastile cnlumn rm~ving
dnrwn the Lunga. (Sec Annex B Trail Map). Ona advantagn
nccurad to us. Tn reach the upper Lunza the enenmy would bo
frreced to make a circuitous apnroach from the wast over terrain
sn bewlldering as to beggar description. He wn:1ld thus be
presented at the nutset with alnost  insurmnuntable supply
problcoms and faced with the necessity of attecking with forca:
fatigucd and shaken by their long trek.

, Tils declsion tn maintain a continuous perimeter

defense entalled acceptance of the disadvantages resulting
from dispersal of forces over a long and thinly held front.
The only elternative consisted nf the establishment nf a series
of horsco shoe defenslve positions east, south and west of
Lunga Pninte. This nffered the adventage of economy of force
but its success would depend entirely upnn the accuracy and
sufficilency of nur information of ths enemy. The sbundance

nf cover, hnwever, reduced the effectiveness of aerial and
ground rcceonnalsgsance and with regpect tn thé latter we were
still laboring under the handicap of inexperience. In cone-
sequence the hazards nf being taken at a disadvantage were
congidoersd so great as to necessitate rejlectinn of the horse
shna deofense desplte 1ts manifest advantages. Somewhat the
same effoct resulted, however, from our practice nf hnlding
inactive sectrrs with light fnrces while stronzly reinforcing
threatoned points elgnwhare ~n the perimeter and by the con-
structi-n of gwitch pnsiti~ns tn parmit tenporary contractions
on our front. (Operatinn Overlay to Annex A). There was naver
any occaslon to regret the declsinn tn emplny the perimeteor
type of defense and on one nccasl-n at least it saved us from
a disastrous surprise. :

The Defengive Esteblighmant

Tha tyipne nf Tixed defenseg t5 be nsteblished al-ng the
inland peorimeter was the cause of greoat crncern. It was
naturally desired to orgenize in depth but the dense vegetatinn
limitad the mutual supanrt ~f weaprns tn a few vards and the
inprovenaont of interior ficlds nf fire would entall a tre-
1ondous and prohibitive labnr. A continunus main line nf
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resistance was established. Its trace followed the hills and
ridges west of the Lunga. It included all commanding ground
and wherever possible it was sited to take advantage of the
fieldgs of fire afforded by a number:of open, grassy, ridges.
East of the Lunga the line dascended and crossed Edson's
Ridge which parallels the river then dropped abruptly to a
dense Jungle flat extending to the Tenaru, a natural line of
defense to the east. v

Along the ridges organization in depth was possible but
in the Jjungle f1ats the p031t10n was little more than a line
laboriously scratched through the maze of tropical vegetation.
Flelds of fire were the Iirst consideration but in the dense
growthh they were necessarily limited. Field fortification
took the form of individual fox-holes and splinter proof
emplacenents for automatic arms. In these latter the line
was particularly strong as many additinnal weapons were
emplaced in order to compensate for the lack of infantry
strengthe. The front was completely wired in, eventually
with two bands of double apron fence supplemented by low trip
wires between the bands. Large stocks of ammunition and rations
were placed on positions and stcps were taken to make them
self-sustaining in the event of a breakthrough resulting in
a disruption of supply routes. In covered areas great re-
liance was also placed on small local reserves. held mobile
for reinforcement or counterattack.

Admittedly this was & cordon defense of the worst type
except in the comparatively few open areas where organization
in depth was practicable, However, the cordon defense afforded
certain advantages which 1t wag highly desirable to obtain.
These were as follows: :

(a) It permitted asswgnmont of unusually long unit
frontages.

(r) Tt 1r»abl:.d us to place a tremendous fire power in
suprnort of the main line of resistance.

(¢c) Continuity of the defenses denied the enemy the use
of small operational gaps for the employment of his
favorite 1nf11traulon tacticse.

U‘.

On the other hand the great disadvantage of the cordon
defense, namely its vulnerabllity to and intensive concentration
of artillery as a preliminary to breakthrough, did not apply
in this area. This for the reason that the Japanese artillery
had conclusively demonstreted a lack of efficiency and a low
order of professional technique. This reduced but did not
eliminate the danger of a rupture of our linee,  There still
remained the possiblility of a rupturs by the surprise night
attack of overwhelming infantry forces operating on a narrow
front. However, our experience at the Tenaru and in mid-
September lead us to believe that the Japanese entertained
a faulty conception as to the effectiveness of modern fire
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powar, that our troops were stendy and reliable with growing
confidonce in their ability to throw back the enemy's fanatical
assaults and that such tactics would fall completely against
positiong which were thoroughly organized and wired 1n.

SO

Second Action Along the Matanikau

The construction of the perinmaeter defensesg involved
a long period of labor by large niumber of troops. Until
completed there would be no large forces available for
offensive operations: Minor operdtions pursvant to the mid-
September defeat of the enemy indicnted that he was still
present in cdonsiderable force in the area to the west of .
Lunga Point and that detachments of survivors and stragglers
were drifting slowly to the west. Lacking the force to hold
it permanently it was decided to dominate the area to the
west by a series of small operations designed to clear the
area of small forces and to prevent larger forces from
consolidating within striking distance of our positions.
The first such operation was to be undertaken by the lst Bn
7th Marines (Puller) and was to consist of an advance to the
west along the northern slopes of Mambula thence west of the
Matanikau to investigate the territory between that river
and Kokumbona. This operations was to begin on 23 September
and was to be completed by 26 September. On the latter date
a second operation was to commence. It was to consist of
an advance to the west by the Raider Battalion (Griffith)
to establish a temporary patrol base at the village of
Koku~bona which is situated at the point where several im-
portant inland trails intersect the main Government Track
along the coast.

1.tCol. Puller's battalion encountered its first serious
regsistance shortly before sunset opn 24 September wien a
strong enemy force was surprised at its rice fires in a
bivouac on the forthwest slopes of Mambula. An attack was
driven home without delay and the enemy force was defeated.
Darkness enforced a cessation of the attack and the eneny
withdrew after burying many of his dead and recovering 2ls:
wounded. The enemy losses were consequently indeterminate
but from a count of graves and unburied dead they greatly
exceeded our own casualties of 7 dead and 25 wounded.

To assist in the evacuation of these wounded a strong
column from 2nd Bn, 5th Marines (McDougal) joined C
Puller on the following day and the operation was C
with a mixed force. Two companies of the lst 3n, 7th Marines
returned with the wounded. Progress was slow due to the broken
terrain but on 26 September the column reached the Matanikau
and turned north following the route along the east bank of
the river. Before reaching the government track along the.
coagt the battalion was’ subjected to heavy mortar fire from
the vicinity of Matanikau Village and 1t was obvious that the
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high fwounﬂ on the west bank of the river wae held in some
stre ;. Artillery fire based on concentrations oreviously
plotted and registered for defensive purvnoses and aircraft
were FWDLOVGd to support an attack of the infantry but. all

tfemoto to cross the river were unsucceseful. Mesnwhile the
Ralder Battalion which had reasched the vicinity enroute to
Kokurbona was directed to join forces in vreparatinon for a
renawal of the attack the next day in accordance with the
following plan: ’

Raiﬂer‘BattaLion to move up the east bank of the river
" to crossingg in the vicinity of the firgi stream junction,

then to cross the river ané move on Matanikau Village from

the south. ’ '

Second Bn, 5tk Marines to held the line of the river
and to laurichh an attack across the var at the mouth to assist
the attack of the Raider Rattalion.

Both attacks to be supported by aircraft and srtillery.
CC, 5th Marines (Edson) to direct the operation.

The operation began the Iollowing day with the flank
movement of the raider battalion along the east bank of the
river, As the battalion neared the vicinity of the river
crossing near the first stream Jjunction it encountered re-
sistance from an eneny force which had crossed to the east
bank of the river in an apparent attempt at a counter—
enve1oprert. The force was strong and was well posted on
commanding ground. As the leading elerments of tne battalion
advanced to the attack they were met with heavy fire from tne
front and flanks and pinned down along the crest of an open
ridge, The battalion comman@er.(Griffitb) was severly wounded
and hig executive (Bailey) was killed. Attempts to advance
succeeded only in the pinning down of ada;tlnnql comnanwes and
the accumuletion of additional casualties. Unfor due
to imperfect communications and the amb leOU WOPdl
message 1t was believed both by this headcuarters a ;
Colonel Edson as well, that the raide"% had crogsed the river
and had encountered resistance along the west bank while in
the execution of their attack in the direction of Matanikau
Village. Under this misaprrehension the decision was to resume
the attack at 1330 as follows:

o
b
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Second Bn, 5th Marines to

sl ne advance o
raiders by launching an attack roc:
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Raiders to renew the attack toward the village.

rines with an intensive
aft and artillery Cirécted
the mouth of the viver,

To supnort the 2nd Bn 5th
preliminary bombardment by aire
against the enemy positions nes

To support the raiders with aircraft and artillery 'on
call' as requestsd.

To support the landing attack of lst EBn, 7th ¥arines by
naval guqflre from the destroyer, Rallard,

All attacks to be launched simultaneously.

The attack of the 2nd 3Bn, 5th Marines was lasunched on
schedule. However, the arti llch fire could not reach enemy
positions closest to the river and these were not neutralized.
As a result the infantry Dtuﬁcn, while pushed with vigor,
failed to gain a permanent foothold on the opposite bank,

The raiders were manifestly unabtle to carrv out their
portion of the attack as their orders were based on a mis-—
take of fact which was not discovered until after 1330.

.4

The lst 3n, 7th ¥arines landed near Point Cruz on sche 2dule
and without casulaties. Shortly after the advance inland was

begun the acting vattalion commander (Rogers) was killed. Note 1

The battalion carried its first objehtive, the ridge inland
from the beach, but was immedlately attacked by strong
forces which succeeded in cutting it off from the landing beach.
Additional enemy columns were also seen approaching from the
east. In view of the fallure to advance elsewhers it was
obvious that this battalion was in a dangerous position.
Steps were immedlately begun to undertake itg withdrawal
out before arrangements could be conuleted the division
command wost was subjected to 2 heavy aerial at *3“L by a
formation of 26 heavy bombers. Resultant dam included the
complete disruption of all communication f301 tics at the
division headquarters at a time when reliable ceormunicetion
was imperative. It become necessary to complete local
arrangements for withdrawal by the use of officer megsgengers
while contact with the Matanikau was reestablished over the
forward observer line of the artillery.

The Zallard for ately was in visual contact with the

PR
tattalion and Coloncl Pulltr was taken aboard to dircct the
withdrawal. -He ordered the battzslion to cut its way to the

teach at all costs and arranged for D€V“l gunfire supnort

Note 1: LtCol. Puller the regular commander had
dirscted to assist Col. Edson east of the river the

before and consequently was unable to rejoln nis battalion
for landing.
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The boat group was dispatched from Lunga Point to reembaorik the
troops whloh meanwhile, had fought their way through to the
shore line at a point considerably east of the landing beaon.
The boats first attempted to make the original landing beach
but were met with heavy fire and withdrew to seaward in an
effort to establish contact with the troops ashore. A
friendly aircraft, perceiving the difficulty, directed the
boats to the oorrect spot and the troops reembarked and re-
turned to Lunga Point by nightfall. Their losses were 18
killed and 25 wounded. All the wounded were brought out and
the battalion lost no arms or equipment to the eneny.

Siﬂgﬁm

Meanwhile the Ralder Battalion was ordered to withdraw
to Lunga Point while 2nd Bn, 5th Marines was ordered to hold
present positions to cover the retirement of the raiders
and to await developments with respect to the situation of the
lst Bn, 7th Marines., When it was established that the with-
drawal of the latter battalion had been accomplished success-—
fully the 2nd Bn, 5th Marines executed a nizht wwtndrawal to
Lunga Point and the operation came to a close,

Analysis ef COperation

The operstions of the 28t and 27th of September were
definitely unsuccessful due to a combination of circumstances
from which we were to derive some valuable lessons. It was
the intention of all concerned that LtCol. Puller's column
should cross the Matanikau and come down tae q@st side 1f
time permitted. This, as it developed, would have placeq him
on the flank or in the rear of the hostile positiorn, But at
the time in question there was no knowledge of thie enemy
force and his decision to descend to the OO%St by the eas?t
bank wag a proper one in view of his instructions to return:
to Lunga on 26 September. Unfortunately this placed his forces
in a disadventageous position initially as he was obliged
to crosg the river to come to grips with the enemy The actlon
should have been broken off at this point as the d1v191on
was not in a position to provide additional forces sufficient
to nake ‘a stromw attack, The decision to resume Ul

the following day was riade by the division in the belief

that the Raider Pattalion was a sufficient reinforcement to
justify a continuation vf the action. The inability of tihls
battalion to progress in its attack is largely attributable

to misfortune of Major quleV'Q death and the wounding of
LtCol., CGriffith at first contact In the short time avpll

able the plans for oommunvatJon, artillery and aircraft su
which had previously been -worked out on the basis of su 3

a moving patrol operation could not be adesguately ghifted

meet the demands nf a coordinated attack. The fecision to land
a battalion in resr of the enemy represented a continuation

of the same fundamental error, piecemeal commitment and sketohy
arrangemcnts for support. It was executed according to plan
but could accomplish nothing when the other attacks miscarried.
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The Cuccossful w1tn¢rnw~l of thieg battalion in the face of
the enemy was due to 1ts fighting qualitiés, brilliant
improvigation on the vpart of thnse responsible for the move-
ment and to the great good fortune which attended 1t. This
compensated in large part for the numerous migfortunes of
the day. Enemy losses were ne avy but indeterminate. The
total enemy force engaged cwnq1%teﬁ of avpvroximately 1200,
Our forces were somewhalt less, our losses (60 killed 100
wournded) somewhat greater., But for the good judgment of
senlor commanders present our losseg might will have been
much more sgevere.

In fairness to the enemy it must be stated that his
forces were well handled, this occasion being the only one
in which he ever demonstrated a capacity for mansuver. Th
great lesson however is to be found embodied in the passag
in Field Service Regulations which warns against '"dri ft ng
aimlessly into %ctwon" for in last analysis it is to be
observed that thig battle was unpremeditated and was fought

without a definite purpose other than the natural one of
01051ng with the enemy at once and upon every occagion.
In apologia however it should be pointed out that these re-
flectiong are entirely retroq vective in character, made from
the comfortable vantage point of hindsight and free from the
stress and strain, mlsapurcnen ione and uncertainties which
accompanied the actual events Annex C shows the disposition
and movenents of units during thls operation.

e
e

Third Action on the Matanikau

In the Cays immediately following the action on 97 .
September the perimeter defenses were substantially completed
thus relezsing troops in sufficient numbers to warrant a
resumption of the offensive., Indications were that the eneny
was present in growing force in the area between the Matanikau

and Bonegl rivers and was preparing to ﬁtt ck.  He was LWso
active east of the M u”n ikau. There was dally bicXering between
opnosing patrols a J it recuired increasingly large forces to
reconnoiter the l‘nF of the river. As troops became avallable
it was planned to launch an attack across the Matanikau |
seizing Kokumbona and driving the enemy bevond the Poha River.
If the operation succeeded a permansnt garrignn would be left
at Kokumbona to deny the enemy access tO the several tralls
eranating Trom the village by which he could reach the ubner
Lunga to attack us from the south.

The p“sn involved an attack ag follows:

Fifth Marines (less lat Bn) to advance To and tolﬁ the
line. of the river prepared to cross on division order

The aling Zroup (Whaling) consisting of 3& 2n 2¢ Harines



‘ant the Division Scout-Sniper Detachment tn follow 5th Marines
initially then turning inland to cross the river near the
first stream Jjunction (Wippon Dflﬂp@) an attack to. the north
alorg the first ridge weet of the river ‘

T

Seventh Marines (legs 3d& Bn) to fo] +O%W. 2CIr0SS the river
mﬁC attack to the north with hattalicng abreast sinmultaneously
ith and on the left of the Whaling Group.

Aircraft and artillery support to be carefully rlanned
and coordinated. :

The operation to be conducted under division control,
(see Annex D Operation Plan No. 2-42).

If th

e initial envelopment succeeded it was expec t=d to

pagcs 5th Marines through the assault force to continue the
attack toward Kokumbona.

: It wag also anticipated that if the attack moved rapidly
a considerable hiostile force would e trapped bétween tide
village and the river and that - in any event the hostile
preparations for attack would be upset,

Artillery fires were carefully planned and air control
parties were improviged and trained to accompany the ground
forces to take over the function of alr - ground lir-ison.
Meanwhile, in preparation for the attack, troops were withdrawn
fTrom defensive sectors and assembled for movement. To maintaln
the defence 7th Marines left one battalion to cover its normal
reginmental sector while to the west of the Lanqa the line was
withdrawn to the main switch position thus relesasing 34 Bn
lst Marines and two battalions of the 5th Marines for offensive
action. All preparations for the attack were conmpleted by
nightfall 6 October by which time the s;vportL»g artillery
was reported in position.

On 7 Octobaer at 0700 -the attack force moved olut along
the coast astride the CGovernment Track. Shortly after 10
o'clock the advance guard, 3& Bn 5tk lfarines (Bowen) made
contact with an enemy force several hundred yards sast of
the Matanikau River. The advance guard de VcLoofd its attack
and bezan to push the enemy force slowly to the west. Some
of the =2nemy fell back across the mouth of the river but
a part of the T ¢ ‘with 1te back to the river and
could not be 41
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sorie concern was felt over the fact that the enemy was
gstubbornly clinging to a small bridgehead east of the river
and avout ‘400 varcs from its mouth. They were surronnised by
elenents of 34 Bn Sth Marines which held the right of tie
regimental line but their presence wes a source of danger

and it was decided to reinforce thde Hth Marines with a

raider company from the division reserve. Thrcugnout the
night the 5th Farines pretended to be preparing crogeings

of the river by manifesting unusual activity duringz tne
nignt. From time to tirme amphiblan tractors were used to
indicate movement of tanks to attack positions at the

eastern end of the bar across the mouth of the river. I3t

was hoped by these deceptions to.divert the enemy's attention
from the movements of the enveloping force.

Unfortunately for us the following day, October 2, was

a day of torrential and continucus downpour. Mud in the
valleys and the wet slippery grass on the steep coral ridges
‘reduced the progress of the enveloping force %to a snail'e
pace. This was to have been D-day but it was oovvious that

all troops would not reach their jump off positions before
late afternoon. The attack had of necessity to be postponed
until daylight 9 OQctober. This unavecidable delay would enable
‘the enemy to pull back and escape the envelopment or redispose
his force to meet it. \ :

Meanwhile in the 5th Marines area along the river little

progress had been made in clearing up the group of enemy still
holding out with their backs to the river. At 1800 as
positions were being consolidated for the night this force
attempted to break out and escape acrosgs the river over the
sandsépit. The breakthrough was delivered against a lightly
held portion of the line in an area of thick jungle. In the
gathering darkness there wasg a short hand to hand fight
between a small group of raiders who held this point and
overwhelming numbers of Javanese. MNost of the reiders were
killed but only after inflicting heavy losses on the eneny.
The surviving Japanese broke throuch but only to find
themselves trapned on the inside of the wire barricade which
we had erected across the sandspit, Here they were disposed
of in a fight which continued into the night., Some escaped
but 87 dead were found in the wire the next morning. Else-
where the night was quiet except for intermittent sniping

and machine gun fire. '

The same day was also marked by the receipt of dis-
turbing news from 6ther gquarters. It appeared that the
enemy was on the point of executing an all-out attempt to re-
cover (uadalcanal by a compnined land, sea and alr operation.
There was great activity in Rabaul attended by large con-
centrations of transports and combatant vessels. e were
warnad to expect the worst and soon. The attack mignt take
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the form of an assault on Lunga Point, & fresh landing to
the casgst, or a reinforcement of fﬂrcec already engeged on
e west. There wag likewlige the possibility of a laniing
between the Valtanikau and Lunga Polirt $0 cut orff our furces
engegsd in the river operaitioil.

It was plainly necess ary to aseenble a stro reesrv

and keep 1T in hend to meet any CODUhﬂ*v"oy? H60095 in
accordance with these changes in circumetan: pFST .
the attack on the rext day wes modificd as

To continue the attack. as planned unti
was complete btut to undertaske no further m
weste '

Tﬁ@ mansuvering force to withdraw on order in successive
¢chelons along the coast after the envelopment was completed,

To hold the 5th Marines in position along the river to
cover this withdrawal instead cf passing it tnrough in a
continuation of the attack to the west as originally planned.
The attack on the morning of the 9th was launchked under
?“vOrzble circumstances. The weather had cleared; the troops
had enjoyed a full nights! rest and supnorting fires were
well oooxdln ted. The advance was rapid and what little
resistance was encountered was ouickly swept aside Dby the
flanking direction of the attackZ. On the right the Whaling
Group advanced to the northeast along the ridge wegt of the
river and secur~d the western end of the crossing. It met
only scattered resistance and it wes evident that the enemy
had pulled back. In the center 2& ©n 7tk Marines (Hanneken)
encountered resi s*ﬁnce in ths vicinity of Matanlikau Villege
but his attack carried through to the vicinity of Point
Cruz. On the left lst Bn 7th Marines (Puller) alsc encountered
resistance and when it had geired the high g”ound overlocking
the coast founrd itself confronted with a strong force,
occupving assembly nositions in the wooded ravines cn nﬂs
left and to nis front. Puller place; intensive concentrat
of mortar fire in the ravine to his left while he called
for artillery fire Tto cover his front. The enemny were

unable to launch their counterattack and ovroke formation

ilonsg
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running up the cpen slopes of the ridge forming the onposite
side of the rovins. While ascending the glopes they were
taken under henvy machine gun fire and driven Tack to the
cover of ‘the ravine leaving many dead and wo oonind
them. This process was repeated until the supnly of mortar
ammunition was exhausted and the battalion began 1ts with-
drawal in accordance with orders received during The morning.
Ltlol. Puller could only estimate enemy losses rut a diary
taxen from the body of a Japenese field officer xilled in

a later battle stated that his regiment (4th Infantry) lost
90 men killed in th

tiiig engagenment,
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| Lh@ withdrawal was accomplished smonthly and according
te plo n, H5th Marines cevering the movement of Wnaling Group,
24 Bn 7th Marines and lst Bn 7th Marlnes, in the order named.
The entire enveloping force.was east of the river and enroute
to Lunga Point by. 1400. Fifth Marines remained in position
covering the river, ' '

Analysis of Action

In this operation our lcsses over ths entire three day
period were €5 killed in action and 125 wounded. A con-
servatively revised estimate. enemy losses would place then at
approximately 900 men killed., As actually carried out the
operation partocok more of the nature of a2 raid on a large
scale than a conventional attack. JTts final purpose also
regembled that of a raid i.e. to inflict losses and dislocate
enemy plans.

The enemy had obviously been planning an offensive
enterprise of some description as evidenced by nis increased
activity since 27 September. Exactly what was in preparation
was not known until immediately after tha battle when a
copy of an operation erder weas taken from the bedy of a Japanese
officer. - (Annex ®). From a study of this order it appears
that the enemy were preparing an attack which, by a strange
¢oincidence, was schedulﬁ for 8 QOctoeber, the'day originally
set for our own attacx and using a similar scheme of maneuver.
One battalion of the 4th Infantry was to secure t e Nippon
Bridge near the first stream junction and advance to Mount
Austin (Mambula). A second battalion was to force the
crossing at the rivermouth while the remaining battalion in
reserve covered the coast line To prevent a landlng. The
Oka detachment, equivalent to a lightly reinforced regiment,
was to operate in an undetermined area, probably on the Plgut
of the 4th., The entire operation was under the direction
of the 24 Division and hac as 1ts purpose the seizure of
the island. The mission of the 4th Regiment was tTo selze
positions east of the river permitting employment of the
divisional artillery to neutralize the air field as the first
step in the reconguest of Guadalcanal. There was appare ently

“a general reserve available Tor exploitation. It probably
consisted of the 29th Infantry and may have been posted to
the west of Kokumbona along the Bonegi and Balesuna le Ir'Se
In any event the fortultous event of our being beforehnand in
our attack was to have a profound effect upon ShquQDEQt
operations, < :

Tatablishment of the Forward Battle Pozgltion

The establishment of a strong defensive pos?‘*oh alpng;
the Matanikau had long been planned and nur experii inoun
fig ltlng of 27 September and 9 October again empb38“Z€5 the
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importance of occupylng and holding this river line as a means
of securing the airfield from effective artillery fire. The
captured order indicated plainly that it was the ecnemy's
intention to adopt the course we feared most — interdiction of
air operations by artillery fire. By holding the enemy west
of the river we could deny him the effective use of all except
the heavier callibers of artillery and it was consequently de-
cided to hold the river line at all times and at any ccste

The anticipated arrival of reinforcements in the form of the
164th Infantry Regiment, U.S. Army, now permitted us to proceed
with our plans.

The 5th Marines (less 1lst Battalion) had occupled the river
since 7 October. It was not withdrawn on 9 October upon com-
pletion of the last operation but remained in place after cover-
ing the withdrawal of the enveloping force. Over the period
of the next few days 1t was relleved by the McKelvey Group
consisting of 3d Bn, lst Marines (McKelvey), and 3d Bn,; 7th
Marines (Williams) -and elements of the Speclal Weapons Battalion,

To hold the line of the river with two battalions was a
difficult problem, The Government Track along the coast
which crosses the river at the mouth was the only feasible
route of movement for hostile tanks and heavy guns; other
routes would not permit the passage of wheeled equipzent.
In consequence the bar at the river mouth thus became the key
terrain feature of the entire campaign for as long as we held
1t we held the river, protected the airfield, and, in the last
analysls, held the island., Three to five battalions could
have been employed to advantage but were not available as
it 1s to be remembered that we were simultaneously engaged
in preparations to meet a large scale attack from Rabaul and
were requlred to keep a large reserve in hand for thilgs emergencye.

With only two battalions available a compromise scheme
of defense was inevitable, If we bullt up a strong center of
resistance at the river mouth capable of all around defense
it would be comparatively simple for a force crossing up-
stream to surround and reduce it. On the other hand an
attenuated front along the entire river line would be subject
to penetration and defeat in detall as the terraln inland was
80 precipltous and broken as to prevent the rapid movement of
reserves. Such a line would also be exposed at 1ts most vital
point 1f a landing were made in the rear of those engag.od 1n
the defense of the river mouth. The declsion reached was 1o
construct a horseshoe position wilth 1ts front covering tihe
‘line of the river from the mouth to the Nippon Bridge, 1ts
right flank refused along the beach and its left flank
stightly refused and resting on. high ground overlooking the
firgt stream Junctions This barred the two most imporiant
points of crossing, but did not prevent the posslibllity of
an outflanking operation as there were known to be other
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crossings above the Nippon Bridge. HNote Z.

The forward position was energetically developed. Fields
of fire were cleared cn the opposite bank to make difficult
the approach to a crossing or the movement of bridging matesrials,
The vicinity of the Nippon Bridge and. the high ground on tiie
oprosite shore near the mouth were planted with tnoby traps
and an ingeniousily contrived system of electrically controlled
anti-persgonnel mines, Two barriers of anti-tank mineg were
placed across the sandbar, which was also covered with the
fire of emplaced 37mm anti-~tank guns with a 79mm half-track
concealed in readiness nearby. At night the bar was illuminated
with headlights taken from abandoned amphiblan tractors and
arranged in banks protected by sandbag screens., The beach was
wired in and defended for a distance of several hundred yardse.
The interval between the termination of the beach defenses and
the defenses at Lunga Polnt was covered at night by patrolse
(Annex F is an overlay showing the detalls of organization of
this position). Note 3. ' :

Revligion of the Lunga Point Perimeter

Simultaneously with the construction of the Matanikau
position every effort was made to improve and strengthen the
perimeter defenses particularly in the area west of the Lunga.

The arrival of the 164th Infantry on 13 October was the occaslon
for a complete revigion of the defensive plan, Division Operation
Order No. 12-42 of 13 October (Annex G) divided the readjusted
perimeter into 5 regimental sectors. The remainder were inland
sectors, two on each side of the Lunga. This had the effect of
increasing strength west of the Lunga by one regiment. All beach
defense activities were consolidated under 3d Defense Battalion
(Pepper) although there was no change in the occupation of sub-
sectorss This grouping of the variegated beach defense elements
under one experienced command was logical in view of the inter-
locking and closely related functions of beach defense install-
atlons, coastal defense batteries and anti-alreraft establishments.,
A motorized division reserve of one battalion was maintaincd at
all times. In addition each infantry regiment was required to
hold in rescrve one. battalion avallable for division employmente.
Note 4,

Note 2: It would however, delay such a movement as the route to
be followed would be circultous and difficult and ezpcsed in part
to our observation and fire,

Note 3: The Nippon Bridge was the Japanese name for ths firegt

ing above the mouth. The "Bridge" consisted of two palm

1aid across the river at a narrow point where tho stcep banks
led. sufficiently to permit a descent to stream leveals,
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Note 4: During this period lst Marine Raider Battalicn was

evactuated from Guadalcanal after 1ts long period of outstanding
services.
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Enemy Activity

SHE

Following his defeat on 9 October the enemy withdrew to
positions west of Matanikau Village and our patrols roamed un— :
challenged over the ridges west of the river, Elsewhere, however,
he was increasingly active. Alr ralds increased in duration =and
intensitys. Our alr forces engaged in dally attacks on tbe ’
"Cactus Express" taking a heavy toll of ships and planes but

~wilth oriental singleness of purpose the enemy npersisted in hils
course wilthout regard to losses. ‘

On the night of 11-12 Qctober a friendly naval task force
(Admiral Scott§ surprised the "express" and infllcted heavy

losses 1n a night engagement which 1it up the skies to the weste
This was the firgt move to contest Japanese naval supremacy in the
Solomons and the fact and outcome of the battle were most heart-
eninge On 12 October there was a two hour alr attack as four
waves of bombers escorted by zeros attacked our positionss

At sunset 13 October long range enemy artillery of heavy
callbre opened fire on the airfileld from positions near Kokumbonae.
Use of the maln fleld was interdicted for the time being and it
became necessary to conduct operatlions from the new fighter
strip recently constructed to the east.

During the #ame night the Lunga Point area was subjected
to a punishing ships' gunfire and artillery bombardment. The
combined Japanese fleet conslisted of four to six battleships, .
several crulsers and numerous destroyers which pounded our positlons
wlth intensgive concentrations for one hour and twenty minutes.
The accuracy and volume of fire were remarkable. Crulger planes
hung overhead 1lluminating the target area with flares and doubt-
losgsly spotting for the larger vessels. Fighter and bomber strips,
dispersal areas, dumps and the vicinity of division headguarters
appeared to be the sgpecial target of attack, Our losses were 41
killed with considerable damage to planes particularly bombard-
ment types. ‘ _

On the following day a heavily escorted convoy of geven
large transports was sighted enroute to Guadalcanal. Our few
avallable planes were able to make one attack before sunset
sinking one large transport and damaging another.

At daylight the following morning, 15 October, five enemy
transports were observed unloading troops and. supplies in the
vieinity of Tassafaronga - Doma Reef ten miles west of Lunga
Point, Our small force of fighters and dilve bombers made repeated
attacks on the enemy transports diving through the canopy of
anti~aircraft fire put up by shore batteries and esoort Vessels
despite the attacks of zero fighters which arrived in relays to
cover the transport area., By 1100 one transport was sunk and
two were beached and buring fiercely. The remalning two broke
off the action and stood out to sea with their escort. As they
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proceeded toward Savo a formation of B-17's attacked and scored

a direct hit on one of the transports which began to burn. Thils
action which resulted 1n a partlal although considerable reinforce-
ment of the enemy on Guadalcanal demonstrated the need for addition-
al alrcraft for patrol and baombardment and more effective methods
of digpersal and protection. A sufficlent number of planes would
have enabled us to destroy or turn back the approaching forces

in a single attack. However, on 14 October we had available no
patrol planes and the avallable striking force of dive-bombers

was greatly reduced by the necessity of employing them on patrol
migsionse

Enemy activity continued unabated during the days followlng
15 Octobere. There were repeated naval bombardments and daily attacks
by alrcraft. Hostlle artillery fire increased 1n volume and in
accuracys We could do 1little in the way of ground activity. The
0ld troops were exhausted, the new arrivals not yet ready to
undertake actlve operations., Malarla was becoming critical and
there were frequent cases of battle neuroses arising from the
constant pounding at our position~ from land, sea and alr, The
eneny was 1ln great force and 1t was necegsary to awalt develop-
mentge ‘ ’ '

In addition to the actlion on the 12t%h of October naval forces
gave consliderable support during this trylng period. Small task
forces bombarded the Japanese held coast line from Kokumbona to
Cape Esperance burning large quantities of hostile supplies
brought ashore on the 15th., Motor torpedo boats although few
in numbers, made repeated and gallant attempts to break up the
"Cactus express" and inflicted considerable damage in their
nightly attacks on hostile surface vessles,

Operations from Tulagl

After the initial assault on the lslands of the Tulagl area
and the cleaning out of the stubborn resistance encountered there,
activities based on Tulagl were confined entirely to amphlbious
patrolses There were no alr attacks, no enemy landing attempts
and only spasmodic shelling from light enemy surface crafte.

The facilities for berthing seaplanes at Gavutu were utilized
frequently by Naval PBYs and after 12 October Tulagl was used as
a base for Naval patrol torpedo boatss

Two of the amphibious patrols from Tulagl stand out as
noteworth, the patrol to Koilatumaria (Gurabuse) of 9 October,
and the patrol to Cape Astrolabe on Malalta of 2 Novembers

Native reports indicated that there was a Japanese con-
centration at Gurabusa at the mouth of the Gurabusa River
(between twenty and thirty miles from Lunga Point) and another
at the village of Kollatumaria, some five miles west along the
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north coast of Guadalcanal. Accordingly a combat unit of Tfour
officers and 430 men from the First Battallon, Second Marines,
under Llcutenant Colonel Hill was detailed to seek and destroy
the enemy force. In eight Higging boats towed by two YP boats
Coloncl HAll's unit departed from Tulagl for Guadalcanal at 1540
on 9 October. :

The plan was to land at dawn at Aola, then divide the command
into two groups which were to proceed through the hills inland
and strike simultaneously at Koilatumaris -and Gurabusa. One YP
boat with 1ts tow landed on schedule at dawne The other had one
of the Higgins boats in 1ts tow founder with a loss of one
officer (Lieutenant F.S, Parks), fourteen marines and three
naval personnel. Searching for survivors, it was delayed in its
arrival until about twelve noon. ‘

Leaving "C" Company (Captain R.Y. Stafford) to make the
short march to Gurabusa the next day, Colonel Hill took the
remainder of his force into the hills inland and started our for
Kollatumaria., The terrain was unexpectedly rough and the force
did not arrive at the village until about 1600 the next daye. One
enemy officer was killed, installations and earthworks for a force
of perhaps two hundred were found in and around the village, but
except for the single officer no other Japanese were founds Colone
H11ll lost one enlisted man killed and one officer wounded., '

Yeantime, Captain Stafford, having bivouacked at Aola, had
started out at dawn for Guarbusa, arriving and attacking it at
about 1200, Thirty Japanese were killed, and a large =zmount of
arms, equlpment, documents, and radioc material ocepvured, The
only Marine casulatles were Captaln Stafford killed, and one man
slightly wounded, '

Colonel Hill's unit returned to Tulagl on the twelfth,
leaving a combat patrol of four officers and 87 enlisted men under
the command of Lieutenant Thomas M. Lienweber to proceed from Aola
to Lunga Point via the Government trail along the shore. This
patrol returned to Tulagl from Guadalcanal on 19 Octobers

Native reports having indicated the prescnce of a Japanese
coast watcher station at Cape Astrolabe on Malaita Island, a
Patrol of men under First Lieutenant J«Ws Crain from Conmpany I,
Second Marines, set out from Tulagl on 2 November in two native
schoonerss The patrol landed a nights march from the reported
JaPanese camp, and, guilded by friendly natives arrived in
positions for attack before daylight, The Japanese were taken oy,
surprige and their coastwatcher detachment wiped out, twenty
belng killed and one captured, The patrol returncd %o Tulagl
on 6 November with large amountg of captured equipment, arms,
radlo materila and documents.,

S-S e



Aside from these two operations, patrols from Tulagl were
routine combat and reconnalssance sorties with no large hostile
conhon+r’t1ﬁnu encounterad. Florida Teland was the area in

hich most of this natrolling took placn> for the dense Jungles
‘oL the larger igland hed aTforded a vef uge to the scatitored
Japanese wfd gscaped from Tulagi, Gavutu and Tanarbogo at the
bezinning of the operatinn, The natives of Florida Ieland were
completely sympathertic to the allied natinng cauvse and it
was Throvﬂh native guldes that nost or tioe Japanese were rounded
UToe :

For the men of the Second Marines who were stationed on
Tulagl throughout most of the occupatinn the Florida patrols
af forded xael‘onttrﬁvnlqv in jungle warfare, Such operations
were in progress on Florida Tsland cmnstantWy.

An outline of contacts by patrols from Tulagi follows:

16 August; Mopping up operations conducted at Halavo, Port
: Purvis and BRungana. No armed enemy encountered,
Natives delivered three prisoners to Port Purvig
patrol, Large dump of aviation gasoline captured
at Halavo., Patrols to Harora rescued one Marine
from USS Quincy.

17 August; Patrol to Vlua Point found a dummy two inch gun
emplacement, Killed four Japanese, and six escaped.
Three hundred and fifty-slx arms with ammunition
degtroyed.

18 August; Tanavola Point(Sandfly Passage) ralded sucncas-
fully. Complete surprise. Killed four Japanese
Captured radio set and two boats.  Camp and stores
destroyed. Ralder company on Florida pursuing about
fifty Japanese. One platoon on way to East Polnt.
(Later) Patrol to East Point reports enemy camp
evacuated,

20 August; Railder patrol returned from Florida Island, Enemy
: contact negligibles. Hostile force believed to be
scattered and poorly equipped.
24 August; Florlda Island patrols continulng. No contactse

26 August; Florida Island patrols relieved. Encountered a
few poorly equipped disorganized Japanese,

27 fugusty Obgervation detachment established at iManaluva Foint.
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17 September; 8ix J apanese aviation personnal captursd o
Magn

2100 ‘g Tglanrd,

srol made conftact &t Gumuarea with arned enerny
mt”m°r~°« deven Japano"p killed, thirdy-Tthree
cansd, One native policeman of our patrsl killed,

19 Septenber;

23 Septembery Patrol made contact with smell enemy detachment
near East Point: on Florida Island, Killed four
Japanese. Suffered no casuvalties.

28 September: Patrol killed five Javanese at Hararo, Sufferesd
b ) I
: no casualties,

6 October; Outpost detachment detailed to Siota Mission to
obgerve North shore of Florida Island,

17 October; Threc Japancse aviation personnel captured from
rubber raft.

These operations did much to consolidate our hold on the
southern Solomons at a time when the larger forces were pre-
occupled by the necesslty of prevailing in the long struggle for
possession of Guadalcanal., They represented a contribution far
exceeding that which would be indicated by the small numhsrs
engaged,

Improvement in Patrolling

At the béginning of thig period our patrols were still
far from satisfactory. In general thelr actione were clumsy and
their inexperienced leaders were either overcautious or bold to
the point of rashnese, Missions were not always carsfully re-
garded; gome lesders always looked for, and usually found, a
Tilght, others avolded action, In either event little userlul
informaticn was obtalned. It appeared that the priceless ex-~
perience of continuous years of bush warfare in Haitl, Sanfo
Domingo and Nicaragua had been entirely lost due to the influx
of young officers and men during mobilizatiocn,

At about this time Colonel W. J. Whaling ean experienced Jungle
fighter, hunter and woodsman came due for reassignment bJ reason
of, prowotion to full Colonel's rank., Ag no regiment wes immedliate-
ly aveilable for him he volunteered to create a scout.- ﬂn*p r do-
tachment as the first step in bringlng about the needed improve-
meny. He personally selected o few volunteers from each bastaticn
end assisted by a few Junior officers and veteran NCO'g estab-
lisned and schooled his detachment and lead it on patrol, DPhysl-
caliy tireless, his leadership and enthusiasm attractel a 1ine
type of man capable of training others. As they became experi-
enced these men were returned to thelr units
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where they quickly spread the gospel of long marches, light
equipment and scant rations, The result was an immediate and
noticeable improvement in patrols and g desire for patrol duty
desplte its hazards and hardshipse The men soon became con—
fident of thelr superiority to the enemy in Jungle operations
and demonstrated 1%t upon every occasion, Never agaln were we
to lose a patrol by ambush gnd before the end of our ocdupation
the Japanese were to acquire on thelr own part s morbid fear of
meeting us in the Jungle.

The Nlght Battles of October

Affter the landing on 15 Ogctober 1t was a foregone conclusion
that the enemy would attack soon and in great strengths A cap-
tured map, for example, indicated a three pronged drive by a force
of threc dilvisionse One to attack from the east, one from the west,
and one from the south down the Lunga., However, the evidence was
equivodal and subject to varying interpretations. There were no
signs of fresh forces to the east, Since Kollotumaris the area
had been clear and the natives had returned to thelr gardense
The/native police covered the area and repprted frequently from
thelr headquarters at Aola, There were large forees to the-
west but to the south constant patrols, air and ground, reporte&”/ﬁ
no troops along the Lunga:except the usual bands of dispirited,
half starved, poorly armed stragglers and deserters, the killing
of such groups belng of dally occurrence. Beyond these small
parties of "vagabondg'" as they were commonly termed there were
none of the unmistakable signs of fresh Japs on the Lungas

As late as 23 October all signs pointed to a strong and
concerted attack from the west. Enemy ground activity increased
at a rapld rate, Artillery fire was increasing although counter—
battery by two batteries of recently arrived 155mm guns was
effective 1n pushing back his largest gun (mobile 150mm), causing
him to make frequent shifts of position and destroying some
guns outrlght, The forward battle position on the Matanikau was
a particular target and followlng a barrage at the rivermouth,
at sunsct on 21 October an attack was launched by nine tanks
supported by infantry, This attack was broken up at the outset,
the enemy losing one tank, On the next day the bombardment
contlnued with losses to us of six killed and twenty-five
woundeds The following day, 23 October, was qulet until 1800
when the heaviest concentration yet experlenced was placed on
our positions at the mouth of the river, along the Government
Track and on rear area installations of the forward battle positios

After dark when the barrage 1ifted eighteen ton medium
tanks supported by infantry attempted to force their way across
the sand spit as the first step in what appeared to be a form of
the well known Japanese "filleting®" type of attack l.es an. ]
attack by armored forces followed by masses of infantry delivered
on a narrow front astride the defenders only route of communicatio.
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Tals contingency had been anticipated and provided Tore Antie
tank guns swept the sand spit and truned “back repeated attackse
To break up the following infantry formation a prearranged
barrage of ten batterieg of artillery was placed along the Track
from the river to a point beyond Point Cruz. It was maintained
almost continuously throughout the attack and was repeated

at intervals during the night. By ten o'clock the attack had
been definltely checked, The sand splt was littered with the
wreckage of nine hostile tanks. Only one tank succeeded in
breaking through our wire. As it passed over a fox-hole
occupled by a yeung Marine the latter placed a hand grenade
beneath the track and damaged 1t., A 75mm half—track coming

up out of the darkness then engaged the tank driving 1t into the
water and destroying it by close range fire. Nothing more was
seen of the hostile infantry and the battle came to a close

by midnight except for an attempt by a small force to cross the
river at a 'point several hundred yards inland which was easily
breken upe ' '

Japanese losses during this night cannot be accurately
assesseds There were nine burned out tanks and -a number of
enemy dead on the sand Yar next morning. The effectiveness of
our artlllery fire could not be estimated for gseveral days when
1t became possible to patrol to Point Cruz. The first patrol
sent out reported several hundred dead still lying along the
road where they had been caught by our barrage. It also Tound
three additlonal tanks destroyed by artillery. '

A1l of the night's actlion had taken place in front of the
34 Battallon, lst Marines: On the left in the sector held
by the adjacent battalion (34 Battalion, 7th Marines) the
night passed quietly with no attempt being made to force the
Nippon Bridge. At first daylight,tzwever,,a long enemy column
was observed moving across a bare ridge to the left rear of
the battalion position and disappearing into a heavily wooded
ravines As was to have been expected the enemy had crossed
during the night by one of the crossings above the Nippon
Bridgee

Alrcraft and artillery were employed to attack this force
but the extent of cover available was such as to make the results
doubtfule, It was a strong force and would obviously be able to
make an attack after nightfall against the rear of the forward
battle positions

It happened that on the previous day the 7th Marines (Simsg)
(less 33 Battalion) had singled up its lines by turning their.
entire regimental defensive sector east of the Lunga over to
the 1st Battalion and had started for the Matanikau for the
purpose of relieving 34 Battalion, lst Marines. This routine
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relief had been planned 1in order to regain organic unity and
provide more adequate command facilities by holding the forward
battle position with 7th Marines (less one battalion). This
fortuitous circumstance enabled us to revise our plans without
delaye Colonel Sims was informed of the new situation and
directed to employ his 24 Battalion (Hanneken) to cover

the flank and rear of the forward battle positionby taklng up

a defensive position along the high ridge which faces to the.
south and forms a natural and continuous left flank extension
of the forward battle position sharply refused in the directlon
of the main perimeter defenses,

This .ridge. constituted a strong natural position, The
escarpment od the gide toward the cnemy facing was precipitous
and formidable. There was little time for construction of
defenses and the battalion took up a linear defense facing south.
On the right 1t established a tenuous connectlon with the 3d
Battalion, 7th Marines. On the left a gap exlsted between the
battaolion and the perimeter sector held by 5th Malnres. This
was closed the following day by a readJustment of front on the
part of 5th Marines., The 34 Battalion, lst Marines and 3d
Battallon, 7th Marines remained in thelr previous positionse
All operations in the area were placed under command of CO,
7th Marincse. (For an overlay showing these dispositiong and
the subsequent action sce Annex H). Action on the 24th
October wags confined largely to artillery and aricrafte The
night passed quietly along the Matanikau but the battle flared
up anew clsewhere.

The decision to leave only one battalion in place in the
7th Marines sector of the perimcter defenses had been carefully
considereds This sector was a dangerous one due to 1ts
proximity to the airfield and was singled up only after all
reports indicated that no encmy forces were on the upper Lungae.
Reconnalssance had becen extremely thorough. In addition to
local patrols by 7th Marines two detachments of native scouts
were sent far up the river., A three day divislonal patrol
composed of Scout-Snipers and an independent patrol by the
5th Marines had also scoured the areca. Except for the killing
of a few "vagabonds" these patrols gubmitted negative reports
and the native scouts sent back no message as to any contactse
It was accordingly believed that the upper Lunga was clears

By nightfall on 24 October there were two gignificant

developmentse A man who had strayed from a 7th Marines patrol
reported that he had observed a Japanese officer studylng our
positions alnng Edson's ridge through field glassess A scout
sniper returning from the upper Lunga reported sighting the smoke
of many rice fires arising from the Jungle in the viclnity of

the *Blg Bend" a local descriptlve term for a point several miles
upstream where the course of the Lunga forms an exaggeretad
horgse-~shoes
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At about 2130 there was a brief outburst of firing coming
from the direction of an advanced post south east of Edsonls
Ridgees This was followed by a strong attack at 0030 delivered
on a narrow front against the left center of the sector itself,
At this point the perimeter cuts through a dense Jungle flat
extending from Edson's Ridge eastward to the line of the Tenaru
which was held by the 184th Infantry., It was manifest that a
strong attack was in progress against thils thinly held sectors

Artillery concentrations were at once placed in front of
the threatened area and were maintalned in considerable depth
throughout the night. The reserve battalion of the adjacent
regiment, 164th Infantry, was directed to reinforce the lst
Battalion, 7th Marines immedlately with instructions to commit
it by detachments in support of the threatened polnt., This
involved a difficult night movement in a heavy rainstorm and 1t
was 0330 before the battallon reached the 7th Marines sectors

Meanwhile the garrison made every effort to strengthen the
defense wlth every means at lts disposal, Small local reserves
were used as reinforecements and mortar fire was used to0 supple-
ment the automatic weapons in support of the maln line of re-
slstances As units of the reinforcing battallon reached the scene
they were gulded into posltlon and entered into the fire fight.

The action continued until 0700, 25 October at which time
the giltuation was stabllized, There had been minor penetratlons
by small groups but 1t was not bellieved that any organized force
had broken through, The wire was piled high with enemy deade

The daylight hours were spent 1n reorganizing the front
and mopping up behind our lines, The left battalion sector
was assigned to the reinforcing Army battalion while the 1lst
Battalion, 7th Marines contracted 1ts front to the right
battalion sector, As there had been conslderable inter~mingling
of unita during the attack 1t was almost nightfall before bota
positions were consolidated., During the day Marine patrols X4lled
87 enemy snipers and members of small bands which had broken
through during the night,

The heavy rain which accompanied thls attack had the effect
of grounding all aricraft the following morning due to the
conditlion of the fighter strip, This field had no natural
drainage and unlike the temporarily abandoned bomber strilp,
was not yet matted, In consequence take-off was impossibles
The enemy had apparently anticipated the effect of the weather
on our air defenses for he was quick to take advantage of hils
openling., It was "Condition Red" all day with zeros and bombers
arriving in relays to attack the fleld. One dive bombling attack
was particularly effective in destroying a number of planes
- parked in regular formation along the edge of the bomber strips
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Fortunately this target was the "bone yard" of the airdrome

and the planes "destroyed" consisted iérely of a series of

. wrecks and crashes arranged as dummies to decelve the enemy,
Operational planes suffered 1ittle losses the lessong of
dlsperenl and camouflage had been well learned. At 1000

three large enemy destroyers entered Lunga Sound and attacked
two of our destroyers. The latter were old world war flush
deckers entirely outranged and outgunned, They escaped through
Sea Lark Channel 1n a running gun duel. The enemy destroyers
then sank two small auxiliaries including the "Seminole" and
engaged our shore batteries. The latter scored three hits on
the leading destroyer. Meanwhile three of our fighters which had
managed to take-off attacked the destroyers with machine gun
fires The destroyers retired to the west,

Thereafter there was a continuous serles of dog fights
overhead interspersed with strafing attacks on the fileld,
The condition of the field improved rapidly and as additional
planes took the alr our forces soon gained the upper hand.
although the fight continued until late afternoon. Antle
alroraft fire destroyed 5 enemy planes while our fighters
accounted for 22, Dive bombers, P-39'g and P-400!'g carried
out four bombardment migsions against approaching enemy
naval forces sinking one heavy crulser and seriously damaging
anothere The day, which began so badly for ug ended in guccess
due to the gkilll and audacity of our air forece., Thig was the
lagt of a contlnuous series of daily ailr attacks; thereafter
the enemy approached the field only rarely and with obvious
cautlon frequently Jettisoning his bombs in the sea upon the
approach of our fighters.

During the night 25-26 October the enemy attacked in strength
at¥wo points, He renewed the .attack of the previous night south
of the airfield and 34 Battalion 164th Infantry and lst Battalion
7th Marines were engaged in heavy fighting throughout the night.
This attack was even stronger than on the preceding night but
it was thrown back with terrific loss, On the Matanikau front
the enemy force which had crossed the river during the night
2324 October attacked the positions held by 34 Battalion
7th Marines and 24 Battallon 7th Marines (Annex H). The
principal attack took the form of an attempt to drive the
latter battalion from the ridge, At one point a breakthrough
was made and the enemy attempted to consnlidate a position along
the ridge. The only elements of the regiment available for
counterattack comprised the headquarters group, the band and
weapons company personnel, These dlverse elements were hastily
organized by a staff officer (Conley) who lead a counterattack
along the crest of the ridge. - After a hand to hand struggle
in the dark the enemy was driven off the ridge and the position
restored. :
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Additional attacks were made on succeeding nights but these
became progressively weaker and died away. By 28 October it
wasg evident that the enemy had been flnally defeated in every
point of contact.

Arnaivsis of Enemy Actilon

The final enemy plan was to force the perimeter by a major
attack on the gcouth preésded by a seccendary attack on the weste
The failure of the western (Matanikau) attack was in part due
to our own astion on &9 October which dislocated his plan to
attack on the sasme date and secure the bank of the river. The
primary source of fallure here however rested in our own decision
to organize and hold the Matanikau., The mailn attack on the south
came ag a surprisce. How the enemy reached the upper Lunga un-
observed was revealed by the maps and dlaries taken from the
dead after the battle. To avoid using the regular trails
the enemy had laboriously cut a new track through the Jjungle
well to the south of exlsting tralls. This route began at
Mamara, a village west of Kokumbona, and lead to the head: L
of the Lunga. It traversed thick Jungle, and rugged mountainsg.
At pcints ropes were necessary to climb and descend the
preciviious slopes, The Journey of some 35 miles required
fourteen days to complete and the troops were exhousted and short
of rations before they reached the point of attack.

This force consisted of the Japanese 2nd Division reinforced
with the XKawaguchl Detachment and was spearheaded by the 29th
Infantry. This latter was one of the most celebrated regiments
of the Irperial Army and noted for i1ts physical hardihood (Note)
yet 1t failed utterly in its first encounter with modern fire-
power. The reglment was wiped out. The regimental Commander
with a small party broke through our lines during the initial
attacke Cut off from his regiment he wandered behind our lines
for several days. - He eventually destroyed the regimental
colors and committed suicide. On hisg body was found a dlary
pertinent extracts of which are reprinted here (Annex I). The
- best analysis of the enemy plan from the enemy polnt of view
hcwever 1s to be found in Annex J (Translation of Diary of an
officer of the 4th Infantry Regiment. Tt also contalns inter—
esting disclosures as to enemy operations and shows indications
of the progressive decline of enemy combat morale.

Note: Service with thls regiment was the basis for many articles
written by Colonel Warren J. Clear, U.S. Army on the sublect of
the Japanese armys They have recently been widely reprinted to
stress the physical rerfectlon and endurance of the Japanese
soldicr. - .
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It is difficult to estimate the enemy losses. On the

Matanikau he appears to have lost about five hundred killed
by artillery fire in addition to a total of thirtean tanke.
Fighting during succeading nights .resulted in heavy additional
losgsess Colonel Henoeken counted two hundred twenty-seven dead
in front of his pnsition con the ridge. This figure does not

include hundreds of adiiticnal bodies lying in the close cover
of the revinz.  Thesc were nelther counted nor buried. Total
enemy Jlogses cn the Matanlkav during this period can be conserv-
atively estimated at 1200 killed. Most of these were from the
4th Infantry and the Oka Unit.

On *he other frant 1200 bodies were buried after the battles
A portial count of additional bodies lying in the woods indicate
totall losses of 2200 killed., FEundreds of wounded also died along
the trails during the subsequent retreat. The 29th and, 16th
Infootey regiments and the Kawaguchi detachment had been annihl-
lated, . : .

Regumption of Ofifengive Operations

Fcllowing the successful termination of the defensive night
bvaitles the division returned promptly to the attack again wlth
the mission of driving the enemy west of the Poha and with a
view of further operations based on Kokumbona designed to in-
tercept the retreat of survivors from the upper Lunga. The
7th Marires end 3d Botialion, 1lst Meorines required rest and
relief, the 164th Infontry wos holding a long frontage on the
eastern fliank where fresh landings were expected. The 5Hth
Marines alone were rested and available but were at too reduced
strength to attempt the operation unassisted. To secure the
necessary additional troops the 2nd Marines (Arthur) (less 3d
Battallon,already o6n Guadalcanal) was brought from Tulagzi.

The 3@ Battallon, 2nd Marines was returned to Tulagl for

garrison duty and a well deserved rest. For six weeks as mobile
division reserve it had been kept continually in motion, seldom
spending two nights 1n the same bivouac and its services had‘ )
been invaluable, The plan for the new attack appears in Division
Oporation Order No. 13-42 (Anncox X) and was as follows:

To attack to the west at 0630, 1 November in.column of
reziments seizing Kokumbona and driving the enemy west of the
Poha River. ‘

Tc have 5d_Bafta1ioh, lst Marines outpost the high ground
weal of the Motanilkau River on the night of D-1 day.

To have the englneers construct four bridges across the river
durlnz the night.
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To have 5th Marines cross at daybreak and attack to the wes?t,

To-have 2nd Marines (lessg 34 Battelion) follow column in
reserve, .

To have Whaling Group (Scout-Snipers and 34 Battalion, 7th
Marines) croes the Nivppon Brldge and advance by inland routes
protecting the left flank and prepared to assist the edvance of
5th Merines,

The attack wes executed on schedule preceded by heavy
artillery, air and naval bombardment. 5th Marines attacked with
lst end 2nd Bettelions in assault lst Battallon. on the right.

The 2nd Battalion met little opposition and advanced rapidly.
On the right the lst Battalion soon came under heavy fire and
became locked in a stubborn struggle with a strong enemy force,
By nightfell Z2nd Battalion was considerably in advance of 1its
neighboring beattalion with the Whaling Group in position on
ites left flank. The =ttack wes resumed the next morning by a
mancuver as followe:

15t and 34 Battallons 5th Marines to contlnue attack within
lst Battalion zone.

Znd Battelion, 5th Marines to ettack to the north enveloping
the regigtznce in the lst Bzttalion zone.

The maneuver was successful and the enemy was forced to
withdraew lesving & large pocket of resistance cut off in the
vicinity of Point Cruz, This was mopped up the following day
by 5th Marines who executed three beyonet assaults in the course
of the afterncon, It is believed that these were the only three
guccessful bay:net assaults of the campaign, the much vaunted
charges of the enemy having inverliebly come to disaster, Enemy
losses in this packet were heavy, the 2nd Battslion alone killed
187 enemy including 17 officers, one a Coldnel, Twelve 37mm
gung, one fileld plece and 34 machine guns were captured. (Annex L).

Beginning the next day 5th Marines and Whaling Group were
progressively replaced in line by 2nd Marines reinfaroed by lst
3attalicn, 164th Infantry. The advance continued to make good

uragresq cn 4 November and there was every prosgpect of capturlng

Kokumbona when nther events enforced 2 temporary cecsaticn of
the attack, :

Operation 1n the Fegt

It had long been expected thet the Jopanese 36th Division
from Rabaul would attempt £ landing to the east of Lunga Point.
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Cn 1 November it was definitely established that a small cover—
ing force would land east of Koli Polnt during the night -4
Novembere. To counter this enemy move orders were issued for

2d Battalion, 7th Marines (Hanneken) to proceecd by forceod march
along the- coast to the threatened locality. This battalion
although tired by the fighting of the previous week at once took
up the exhausting march to the east and was in position by night-
fall 3 November. It was a night of rain and low visibility but
the silhouette of enemy ships, one cruiser, one transport and
threc destroyers appeared in the darkness ot about 2200 and &
troop landing began. Unfortunately the point of landing was
somewhat to the east of Cnlonel Hanneken's position and he

was forced to wait for daylight to engege the landing force,
From the number of ghips present 1t wag obvious that the force
was larger than expected. The actinn began at daybreak as the
gnemy moved to the west. Colonel Hanneken inflicted severe
logses upon the enemy but sonn found himgelf heavily outnumbered
and subjJected to enemy artillery fire. In addition a smaller
enemy force appeared in his rear, apparently landed from one of
the destroyers during the night., 1In a dogged rear guard action
which continued throughout the day, the battalion fell back
across the Metapona to a strong pnsltion along the west bank of
the Malimbiu to awalt reinforcement,

Unfortunately information of this encounter did not reach
Divislon Headquarters until mid-afternocon on 4 November (See
Journal Annex I), Alr support was sent out at once and reinforce-
ments were dispatched tn the east by boat during the remalinder
nf the day and throughout the night. By morning the entire
7th Marines (less 3@ Battalion) was in position along the
Malimbiu, lst Battalion on the right, 24 Battallon on the
lefts Orders were also issued for the 164th Infantry to march
to the west by inland routes at daylight, crossing the Malimbiu
and attacking to the north to outflank the enemy fnrce which
wes now estimated at 2000 men., In additinn to these detachments
the 24 Raider Battallon (Carlson) whish had recently been
landed as a covering force for pther units at Aola was dlrected
to move to the west to assist in the attack by intercepting
any enemy detachments moving eastward. The operation was
bplaced under command of the Assistant Division Commander
(Brigadier General Rupertus). The action during the next Tew
days was indecisive and somewhat confusing. Enemy detachmoents
west of the Malimbiu were mopped up or driven back acrogs the
river. Our own forces effected a crossing with difficulty
as the river was now in flond, The enveloping action continued
slowly due to the thick jungle and the enemy was able to
withdraw to the east across the Metapona. Here the enveloping
process was repeated and the enemy finally fixed in position
in the vicinity of Tetere Village in an engagement on the
morning of 8 November, In this action Lieutenant Colonel
Puller commanding the 84 Battalinn, 7th Marines received
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“seven wounds from shell fragments but continued in command of

his battalion,

The enemy occupied a strong position slightly inland from
the beach and partially protected by o deep lagoon. This
position was encircicd but during the night a large part of
the hostile force eceaped thirough a cap and moved inland %o
the southeast in the direction of the upper Tenaru,

The remainder of the force was entirely posketed and the
7th Marines assisted by 24 Battalion, 164th Infantry was
assigned the task of clearing out the hostile center of resis-
tance. This was accomplished in two dnys of mopping up operations
supported by artillery., Four hundred fifty dead were found in
the pocket. Large supplieg of ammunition, fifty collapsible
landing boats, field Pleces, rationg etc. were destroyed. Our
losses were approximately forty dead and one hundred twenty
wounded .

Ralder Patrol

Colncident with these operations the 24 Marine Railder .
Battallion (Carlson) moved to the west from Aola to contact the
Japanese force. Fnllowing inland trails it reached Biniu on
10 November, On the following day his advance elements made
contact on the upper Metapona with the enemy force which had
escaped from the traop at Tetere and was proceeding inland.

This force consisted of two large dstachments and several snaller
Oohes whlch were engaged by the raifers in a serles of guerilla
actlong extending over several days, By 18 November the area

was clear of the enemy and the railders started in rursult up

the Teaaru thence to the Lunga where they cleared tha upper
valley of remaining enemy forces and destroying his main hase.
Following this they crossed the river and ascended the pre—
cipltous eastern slopes of Mambuln to hunt down the remnants

nf the enemy fnrce, Twn small but successful actlnong were

fought in travereing the mountaln and on 4 December the battalion
descended to the headwaters of the Matanikau and. returned to
Lunga Point, In exactly thirty days the raiders had executed a
long and arduous transit of mountains and forbidding country.
They had fought no less than twelve successful actlons and had
counted enermy dead in excess of 400, Their losses, 17 dead,

were surprisingly small,

Thls was a remarkable perfnormance even for fresh, well
trainad troops and the methods used are worthy of studye
Typical guerllla tactlcs were employed. The process of advance,
repecated many times was as followg: first patrnls were sent
cut along all routes leading in the direction nof the advance,
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If contact was made the patrnls were quickly followed by light
frrces which haragssed and hamstrung the enemy into a floundering
retreat with small parties expnsed to interception and destruction,
On the otherhand if nr enemy was Tound by the patrols the mailn
body followed on the next day over the pPPVlOUSly reconnoltered
routes and thereafter the hase would be shifted forward and the
process would then he raspeated. This base of operations wasg
always located cccentrically with respect tn the apparent line

of operations thus always enabling the raiders to strike from

the Tlank or rear. This eccentric disposition proved particularly
baffling to the Japanese whoge ortnodox tactics habltually found
them With thelr forces ill disposed tn meet an attack moving

along the real rather than the apparent line of operationse. The
railders were gpléndidly traincd and sccustomed tn long marches.

on a continued diet of rice, bacon and tea., Any troops operating
in jungle warfere would be well adviged to adopt many of the
practices and methods” emplnyed by this battalioen, '

Weatern Flank

When these operations were begun 1t was necessary to
sugpend, temporarily the advance toward Kokumbona, However,
when 1t became apparent that the threat on the east had been
definitely checked our attention was -nce more turned to the
Matanikau and on 10 Novenber the attack was resumed from the
gseme lines reached on 4 November. The 2d Marines lead the attack
with 8th Marines (a recently arrived reinfvroement) following in-
column. Resistance was stronz and the Japanese positions were
greatly improved 1lan org anization and extended 1n depth, The
advance was continued day by day but progress was slow as only
the tactics nf frontal attack were attempted by these less
experienced regiments,

On 11 November there were again strong indicatinns of an
enpending attock from Rabaul ~ this time nn a scale far exceedlng
previous attermpts. It would posribly be a renewal of the
1ttempt on the eastern flank but in any event it was necessary
tn prepare for eventuallities, Accordingly, on the afternoon
T 11 November the attack on the west wag halted and the troops
sere withdrawn to the forward battle position along the Motanikau.
e eremy did not pursue but employed his artillery to harass
the withdrawal whic. was completed by noon 12 November but not
*ithout the loss of some arms and ammunition, In these operatlons
nemy losses were estimated at several hundred, principally
tncurred through a number of unsuccessful oounterattaok99
"hree 7bmm guns, Tive 40mm guns, three 37mm guns, thirty-two
tachine guns and twenty—eight mortars were captured, Our own
osses were 81 killed, 193 wounded and 10 migsing including

0 killed and 19 wounded of the lst Bdtta1ion, 164th Infantry
ttached to 24 Marines,
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Mid-November Air — Naval Battles

As anticipated, the enemy made a strong attack from Rabaul.
On the night of 12-13 Movember a large Japanese tack Torce of
battleships, cruisers and degtroyers approached Gnadalcanal
apparently Tor the ypurpose of bombarding the airfield, A
friendly task forece intersepted and a violant night hattle ensued
of f 8avo Island, Qur iforces were greatly oubtnumbered and cub-
gunned but in a gallant and memorable engagement defeated the
enemy with heavy losges, Our own lngses tno, wele severe,
and included Admirals Callahsn and fcott wnose gallentry on
cther occaslons as well had contributed so much to the defense

of the island.

The following morning our aircraft pursued and inflicted
additional losses particularly on crippled vessels, Throughout
the day a burning enemy battleship (Konga or Haruna) was plalnly
vigible 1n the viciniby of Savo Island., It was attacked
repeatedly and Tinally sank during the night,

In the early hours of 14 November and enemy. naval force
bombarded the air field hut camage was lights, The actlon
of the previous night hud obviously been effective in reduclng
the effectiveness of the enemy fleets An attack by our motor
torpedo boats broke up the attack. At daybreak our planes
again returned to the attack damaging or sinking two crulsers
in the early morning. Before noon however contact was made
‘wilth a heavily escorted force of eleven large transports with
strong air coverage proceeding toward Guadalcanal and 150 miles
distant. oOur planes, Army, Nevy and Marine Corps, strongly
reinforced by carrier squadrons from the Enterprise attacked thls
force repeatedly throughout the day. The enemy naval escort
turned away leaving the transports to thelr fate. By nizhtfall
when the action wasg suspended nine of the eleven transports
had been hit. Two had been sunk, Five were buraling and
dead in the water. Four were still underway but, of these,
two were damaged. ' '

During the night enemy surface ships agaln attenpted to
cover the approach of the remalning transports by a bombard-
ment deslgned tn destroy our aircraft. However a stron
friendly task force of battleshlips and destroyers under
Admiral Lae passed Lunge Psint at midnight and surprised the
enemy during his approach. A spectacular long range gun battle
ensued with our heavy units driving the enemy to the northwesgt
with heavy losses indicated by blazing and =xploding ahipse.

At daylight 15 November four encny transports, one burning;
were seen along the coast west of Kokumbona. Thrae-were al-
ready reachad and unloading while one was standing slowly in
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toward Doma Reef. Our western shore bhattery destroyed the closest
vessel which had beached within range of our 5" suns. Aircraft
accounted for the others and by noon all were abandoned and
ablaze. Repeated attacks were also nmade along the landing beaches
and tremendous fires, nne 1000 yvards longz, were started among

the freshly landed supplies. The lesson of Red Beach had not

been overlooked. Wore distant attacks were delivered agalnst

the five transports left burning the night befores. Threo were
sunk outright; the remaining twn were obvicusly already hurned

out and abandnned, ‘ o

This concluded the last and greatest enemy effort to

retake Guadalcanale. The cost in human life, aircraft and ships,
was staggerlng. The loss of 1ife on the transports alone may
have exceeded 18,000, In return for this tremendous sacrifice
little was accomplished, Few supplies were unloaded and of
these a great part was destroyed. FHunireds of tronps were killed
before they could get clear of the begdched transports and those
gho escaped represented a band of subrvivors rather than a military

Orce. ' '

The failure of the enemy alr arm to participate in this
attack 1s gomewhat rvzzling, Aside from fighter coverage for
the transport force enemy aircraft took little part in the
actions His carriers did not apvear and there were none of
the devasting raids on Henderson Field which heretofore had
been the invariable prelude and accompaniment of large scale
attackse Instead he attempted neutralization of the ailrfield
by heavy artillery and by naval bombardment. The former proved
lneffective while the latter was frustrated by the timely
Intervention of our naval task forces. During thls same perind
the use of our carrier groups as tempnrary land based reinforce-
ments proved as sound in practice as it nad appeared in theot'V.

Fianl Period

By November it had become obvious to all that relief of
the division was becoming urgently necessary. The cumulative
effect of long periods of fatigue and straln, endless labor
by day and vigilance by night were aggravated to an alarming
degree by the growing malarlal rate, The mslarla was accom-
panied by a form of gsecondary anemla which caused the endurance
and resistance of the troops to decline rapidly. Marches
and movements were becoming increasingly difficult due to the
high percentage of march casualties and the duty strength of
regiments was markedly reduced by the number of evacuees and
lneffectives. The 1nfantry regiments were no longer capable
of offengive operationsg, .
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Meanwhile fresh troops were arriving in increasing numbers.
Tho 8th Marines and the Americal Division were already on the
i1sland and additional units were enroute, Accordingly, arrange-
ments were effected for a progregssive rellef of the division
by the Amrricel Division commanded by Major Genaral Patche
Command of the forwerd battle position which henceforth would
be the base of operations was turned over to the U.S. Army 1in
mid-ilovember and elements of the Flrst Morine Dlvislon were
assigned to defensive misslons-on the Lungn Polnt perimeters
In =fizcting this relief large quantities of weapons, heavy
equipment, tentage and supplies were turned over to the Army
to be replaced during the reorganization and refit of the
division subsequent to its withdrawal, Wlthdrawal began on
7 December and was accomplished in the following orders Sth
Marines (reinforced), 1st Marines (roinforced), 7th Marines
(reinforced), Command was turned over to Major Genrral Patch
on 9 Doconbar. '

As a final act in turning over the command the division
commander addressed the following letter of appreclation to-all
those of the Army, Navy and Marine Corps who had contributed
so wholeheartedly to the success of an enterprise which from
its very inception had been a common cause of all arms and
gservicess

"In relinquishing command in the Cesctus Area I nope that
in some small measure I can convey to you my feeling of pride
in your magnificent accomplishments and my thanks for the
unbound loyalty, limitless self sacrifice and high courage
- which have made those accomplishments possible, To the gsoldiers
and marines who have faced the enemy in the fiercemess of night
combat; to the Cactus Pilots, Army, Navy and Marine, whose
unbelievable achlevements have made the name "Guadalcanal®
n synonym for death and disaster in the language of our enemy;
to those who have labored and sweated within the lines at all
manner of prodigious and vital tasks; to the men of the torpedo
boat command slashing at the enemy in night sortle; to our small
band of devoted allles who have contrihuted so vastly 1in
praportion to thelr numbers; to the surface forces of the Navy
associated with us in signal triumphs of their own, I say that
at all times you have faced without flinching the wrost that the
eneny could do to us and have thrown back the best that he
could send against us. ‘It may well be that this modest
operation, begun four months ago today has, through your efforts,
been successful in thwarting the larger alms of our enemy 1n
the Pacific, The fight for the Solomons is not yet won but
"tide what may", I know that you, as brave men and men of good
will, will hold your heads high and prevail in the future as
you ﬁ&ve in the pagt."
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| PEASE V
OPERATION ORDER No, 11-42
%GUADALCANAL TRATL MAP
¥{OVEMENT OVERLAY 26-27 Sept
'OPERATION PLAN No. 2-42

TRANSLATION OF ATTACK ORDER OF 4th IMPERIAL JAPANESE IN-
FANTRY REGIMENT

OVERLAY SHOWING FORWARD BATTLE POSITIONS ALONG THE MATANIKAU
OPERATION ORDER No, 12-42

%QVERLAY SHOWING SITUATION ALONG THE MATANIKAU NIGHTFALL 24
Oct.

TRANSLATION OF EXTRACTS FROM THE PERSONAL NOTEBOOK OF COLONEL
FURMUMIYA, CO 29th IMPERIAL INFANTRY REGIMENT

EXTRACTS FROM THE_DIARY OF AN UNKNOWN ENEMY OFFICER
OPERATION ORDER No. 13-42

. SKETGH OF -DISPOSITION AND MOVEMENTS ON 1 — 3 Nov.
DIAGRIMMATIC SKETCH OF OPERATION ON THE METAPONA
INTELLIGENCE ANNEX

FIRST MARINES ANNEX

FIFTH MARINES ANNEX

_AVIATION'ANNEX,

ARTILLERY ANNEX

COMMUNICATIONS ANNEX

MEDICAL ANNEX -~ DENTAL APPENDIX ATTACHED

EXTRACTS FROM D-3 DAILY JOURNAL

SECOND MARINES ANNEX
PERSONNEL

CASUALTIES | |
ENiﬁiﬂéTRmNGTH Aﬁb oséﬁe"y
LOGISTICS

**“””Enolbsed Ane enveLOpe With 104 Map at end 6f annexes.

_...——1_

QOTE°\7“ In many cases annexes are appended msrely to present a

fras

sh and\mene detalled point of vliew, Opinlons, conclusions,

an reeommendations expressed therein do not necessarily bear the
approval of this headquarters. 4
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_ ANNEX A

AT E - “. . Firet Marine Divislon
LT e ' Fleet Marine Force '
% Postmaster, san Franoisoo,

‘Californla-

19 SEPT 42, 1200,

No..
1.

1i-déz -~ . - ¢

'

a, Present indicatlions are that the enemy will continue
infiltration landings on GUADALCANAL with a view of
building up a force sufficient to launoh an overland
attack on our’ position. - e

b First Marine Air Wing will oontinue to provide air
defense of the avea including dlstant reconnalssance
and bombardment missions.,

First Marine Division (reinforced) willl establish a
perimeter defense of the LUNGA POINT Area in order to
provide all around protection for thesairfield and
divisional installations., (Op Overlay Annex A)

"First Marines defend Sectors 8 and 9., ‘Relnforce
ngineer Battallon with heavy weapons detachment to
supoort defense of Sectop 10. . =

b. Fifth Marines defend Sector 3 holding nill on leit
flank in strength at all 'times. - Organize and defend
Sector 4. Reinforoe Ploneer Battallon with heavy weap-
oner detaehment to- supoort defense of Sector 2,

C.

c. Seventh Marines organize and deIend Sectors 6 and 7,
Hold ridge line in Sector 6 in strength at all timesa.

de Third Battalion 2d Marines (division reserve) or.
ganlze Sector 54 Occupy and defend on order,

8. First Pioneer Battalion continue pioneer functions,
Occupy .and defend Sector 2.~

f. First Englneer Battalion oontinue engineer funotions.
Oocupy and defend Sector 10. - v

8o First Amphioian Tractor Battallon occupy and defend .

Sector l.
ANNEY A (1]
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Gl AWK A (CONT) o

h, Eleventh. Marlnes continue to supoort, defense, liake
_.any adjustments of oosition areasg necegsary to provide
- effective bupport for all sectors,

i Gompanies A ang’ B lst Tank Rattalion (division ‘reserve)
continue’ present mission. gorduct intensive route and
employment reconnalssdnce of areas in. and adjacent te

the position whicn lend themselves to tank action,.

J. Thlrd Defense Battalion .continue present missionr,
" Be prepared.to’ provideé . machiine gun anti—airoraft defense :
“of beaoch areas when so directed,
T_k Firet Raider Battelion (diVlSIOu reserve) be prepared
‘to execute speoclal offensive: operations in areas- outside
the defensive positione.;s\o » : .

1, First Specilal Weapons- Battalion provide anti-boat
defense of beaon areas Zrom preuent position,,

, (x)(l) Utmost use will oe made of natural and artifloial
obstacles. : N .

(8) Tne exaot traoe of tho main line of resistanoe will
) " be established Dby sector: comnanders' ‘differences with
' “respect to siting of sector boundaries ‘will be recon-
eilediby the next gommon superior. _

(3) Positions will be. organized in depth but at night

or in close terraii the main line of resistance will

be occupled in strengtn sufficient to orevent infiltra— _
tion. . o e

‘ (4) Priorities . o
_ " Qlearing flelds of fire,
: A Protective wire ~ continuous barrier double apron
e fence across front of pos1tions.
Fox holes and emplacements, .
Connecting trencnes. T I

(5) Infantry regiments be prepared -to- oocupy and de~-
fend adjacent sectors on order. o . L

o (6) gector commenders will submit sketoh or. overlay
’ showing complete plan af fires, Copy to this head~
quarters and to llth Marines, ‘

'
A
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Sl ANNEX A (CONT)

(7) Infantry regiments will conduct intensgsive dally
patrols as follows;

lgt Marines to the eas?t
5th Marines to the southwest
7th Marines to the south .

Report of patrols sent out will be submitted to this
headquarters prior to 0800 deily. Report of patrol
activities will be submitted prior to 2000.

(8) When Sector 5 is occupied troops in gector 4 will
hold forward line of that sector; at other times they
will oceupy the switch position,

{9) When Sector 5 1s not occupled security detachments

will be posted along the east bank LUNGa RIVER by 7th .
Marines. _ ,

4. No echange,.
J o, Ne change. .
| BY COMuAND OF MAJOR GENERAL VANDEGRIFT:

W. C. JAMES

Colonel, U,S, lMarine Corps

Chlef of Staff
Annex‘

A~ Operatlon Overlay

Distribution:
‘ Speoial

OFFICTI AL

G, C. THOUAS,
LtCOl., US/.EO D—.Sg

ANNEX A (3]
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(AE~0049)

QPEAATION, PLAN

No. 2~42

¢

.
W\ «rm?.

" First Merine Division,

Fleet Marine Force,
&uudaloanal B.S5, I.
6 October, 19&2 1200

Kaps: ‘Map N6. 104 Guadalcanal- Island 1;20,750.

Operdtion OVDPLdy Annex A~

TASK ORUANIAAmIOu
(a) 5th Marines _
5th larines (less one Bn)

(D) 7th Marines =

7th Marines. (less ohe:Bn)

(c) Whaling Group
. 3d Bn, 24 liarines
‘Sniper detacinment

(d) Artillery Group
.11tk Marines

(e) Alr Group
lst Marine Air Wing .
(f) Boat Grbup.

1

(g) Reserve :
3d Bn, lst Varines

KOKUI{BONA.

(Edson)
(8imms)

(Whaling)

(del Valle)
(Geizer)

V(Dexter)

’NcYeivy)

1. " (a) The enemy holds an outpost line of resistance along
lefy (west) bank of MATANIKAU RIVER,- Additional enemy ~«'v
~forces are dispersed in the coastal area MATANIKAU (VILLAGE)

“(b) lst Marine Alr Wing will support:operationsvof?this

division.

2. - In addition to méintalnlug'lts ?rebent position this

division will detach.forces to drive the ‘enemy from the . .

area, MATANIKAU - KOKUMEOWA

3.  (a). 5th Marines. On mornlqg of D~l day oocupy p051tlons
along the right (east) bank of the HMATANIKAU RIVER on a

i ~

ANNEX'D (1)
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front of 1800 yards with right flank resting at the mouth ®_
of the river, (Cover movement of other unlts._ Prevent i
hostile crosslng 'of tue stream. Support other elements by
firé, Be prepared to attack to the west on order when . - Ve,
stream crossings have. been .seized by otner troops on D day. | R

JODerdtlon Overlay.,

J(b) 7th warlnes.' Move out ‘on D~l day.- Fdllow route of

Whaling uroup. On D day support attack .of Whaling’ Group
inltially. when advance of Whaling Group permits pass:

in rear of this group and attack on its left seizing high
ground 1500 yards southwest of POINT CRUZ. Intercept and
destroy W1LhdraW1ng hostile detacﬂments. Operation Overlay.f

(c) Wnallng uroup‘. Move cut on D~ 1 day via .covered routes
to. bivouac area on left flank of 5%h Marines. On D day
secure crossing of MATANIKAU.RIVER at daylight. (Cover
crossing of 7th Marines, Attack to the northeast. envelop-

.ing right (south) flank of hcstile outpost line of resils-

tance,

(d) Artillery QPeup. Support attack by fire placing mass
-of fires initlally in area west of MATANIKAU RIVER in sup-
- port of Whaling Group. Cover movements of infantry groups

on D-1 day. Artillery Plan Annex B,

< (e) Alr Group. Execute close support missions requested

by front line units, Beginning D-1 day break up observed
hostile trcop movements in area, MATANIKAU ~ TASSAFARCHGA,
Attack taroets cf opportunity in area west of 7th Marlnes
zone or advance. Alr Support Plan Annex ¢,

(f) Boat Group, Beglnnluo D~day maintain maximum number

of boats in readiness for troop movements directed by this

.headquarters.,

(g) Reserve. Te prepared to move out on thifty minutes

' notice.'

(x) (1) Fvery effort w111 be made to oonoeal movement and

":JdlprSltlon of 7th Varlnes and Whaling ﬁroup on D~-1 day.

'T&LZ)HAll_front line units conduct intensive patrolling

'Operations beginning D-2-day.

(3) An outpost w1ll be-left in place to cover defen81ve

sec*ors where garriscns have been w1tndrawn.: o

R B

/
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A ANNEX D (CONT) | R

7(4) Every effert will be made to reduce casvalties tarcugh
. full arid ¢oordinated use of air and artillery support,

4, iCérry rations for three dajs,
5. (a) See Annex D Signal Communication,
‘(bﬁ To befréported‘when established.
BY COMMAND OF HAJOR GENERAL VAWNDEGRIFT:
| ¢. 0. THOHAS,
- Qolonel, U.3. Marine Corps,.
_ Chief of gtaff.

Annexes: | " |
A ~ QOperation Overlay.
B —~ Artillery IS
¢ — Air Suppcrt plan, - -
D —~ Signal Ccmmunication

Distribution:
- Specilal

OFFICIAL:

M. B, TWINIKG

LtCel., USHC,
D-3. -
A .

ANNEX D (3}



DIST:. Same as Op Plan 2-42. ,

O F*F I C I A L;:"

M | AWEX D (GowT) e R

ANNEX "B" TO OP PLAN 2-42 - 1st MAR DIV

11th Marines
: 6 October, 1942
ARTILLERY |

Map: Map No. 4, Guadalcanal Islend, 1:20,750:

See Op Plan 2--42 ~ 1lst HMarDiv
In addition %o maintaining present artillery support, 1lth
Marines will support the attacA of units of tihils d1V151on

" on the NATA\IYAJ area.

(a) 1lst Battalion direct support attack of 7th Marines. (Gol-
onel Sims), PFurnish two forward observers, one lialson officer,
and one TBX (€ man team). Positions-forward.
(b) 2nd Battalion direct support attack of 5%th Marines.
(Colonel Edson), Furnish two forward observers, one lialson
of ficer and one TBX (6 man team), Poslitions—switch,
(e) 3rd Battalion maintain present gssignment to east with-
~one battery, one to north with one battery, and take over
misgsions off 1-11 to south withh one battery,
.(d) 5th Battalion direct support.of 3 — 2. (Colonel Whaling),
General support cf other units. Neutralize roads, trails,
‘ridges. Furnish one forward observer, one lialson officer
and: one TBX (6 man team)., Provide and net control alir spot,
" Positions-forward, 4 ‘ : '
(x) (1) see Apnendix 1 (Overlay of fires).
{2) Keep all firing data corrected for weather.

i

Ammunition—Noﬁ limited but do not waste,' Pack Hows use same
type shell (M41Al or M48) within Battalion., Either M48 or
M4 fuse may be used, ' L L

See Annex "G"'(communioations.v '

- BY ORDZR OF COLONEL del .valle.
Plus (1) each for 1-11 _ S

2-11, 311, 5-11.. ©J. A. BEmIS,

Lt¢ol,, US Marine Corps,
Executive Officer:

T. B. HUGHES
LtGOl' ) ULJ.L ¢

¥e? o

ANNEX D (4)
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A CANEEX D.(CONT) e
~ ANNEX "Q" T DIVISION OPERATIC. PLAN WUMBER 2-42.

'AI*CRAFT SUPPORT PLAN

o l, : (a) 5th %arlnes, 7th Harines and Whaling Group-each.
aetail one officer with suitable radio personnel and communlca-
tipn,equlpment as ‘air forward observers, These officers report
to Ltcol. Cooley MarAirWing not later than D-2 day for.instruc-—
tions 1in COIMHHlCathW dnd netuod tarwbt désignation,

(b) Have ”omulrg Group "in rcadlness to support attack
beginmlng D-1 day for bombing and strafing as requlred Somb
targets of Jopportunity as 1ndlouted on overlay at any time begin~

‘rding D-2 day. . y o

(c) Walntaln artillery spoﬁtlng plane in air as
‘rcaulreq oy A’Eil ery buopo¢,_Group. - ‘

"1) See AHHGX'D.Slgnal_communiéatibn to- Operation
Plan 2-42, . 7 R | =

. (e D=2 mab'Nb;flog will be used for all mep designa-—
tion. ' B ' : o oL e T

2 () Lialgon Plano Lo ve avaliaole beJlnnlng D1 day
for 7th Marlhes and ﬂnalinu uerp and D day for 5th uarlnes on
call. o ‘ } :

"(é) All planes ue prepared tc use l t MarDiv slmp11~x
flea ranel code dnd mesbago dr0ps._ ’ . o ’

BY'COMMA’D OF iATJH uLanAL VAwDuuﬂIF”'

: G- 0. m"iOMAD, :
Golouel U.8. Harine . Corpb,..,nu
o 7 Chief of Staff.
Dlstijutlon"‘ N

(u(me as Opufaulon PWan g~4d\

O F F I C I A L

. B. iwlwlﬁq-
LtCol,, USiC
D"‘S . R

‘

ot

4 - L. AINEX D (5)

-

~—



Li
"

ANFEX D (CONT) . - & &

ANNEX "D" TC DIVISION OPERATICH PLAN NUMBER 2-42

SIU’NA.LJ CCluiUl ICAT ! Ql\l

Map No. 104 Guadalcanal Island 1:20,750,
l..'(a) See Operation Plan,

'(b) CP locations to be reported on and follow1ng D-day,

rusing preafruneed message code,

‘2. Primarily by radlo. ‘Use volce when practicable, ,

. a‘. .

fa)quD oM

. eagy <

3
o
<

EMERG

XYO+

2P B P 5: :
a3 4 3 a4 3 B K
ORGANIZATION (CALL: 2 35 1 :5 3:P 8 3
' SR N S SN H
_ : 15 515 :0 5:4 €. :
Cu 18T LAR DIV . CGDsy X - X i s X 5
HTH #ARINES. LGP X o X : X 2 B
7TH -MARTINES . OLGy X 3 X o X E :
WHALING GROUP i RCO X o X . X E
ARTILLERY GROUP . v ART: X 4 L3 X i B :
AIR GROUP R P ASG: Lo X : B H
__P~400s « PFO: X : : B :
__SBDs : ‘BBD: : X s : E :
TBF . . -TBF: s X : E :
~ARTY SPOT PLARE T APL: H X . E .
LIATSON PLANE - s LIp: X & . : B :
BUAT GrOUP : BGP: X ¢+ 4 X E
NOB CACTUS NCB: X X : X B :
RES ' RES: X2 Yu v Y E :

~Units use calls

and frequen01eq 5«315ned in bdl for com

unit,

within

VA
_ dasheo “for dots.

- X ‘“ontlnumus WutOh during operntlon.
"Y When committed to action,
I “Listening watch.only.. o -
E DlV maintains continuous watca thig Irequenvy. May
oe us ed by uny unit for emer*enoj cow with Dlv.-

FRUQU_uCY bﬂjFTb.~ slgnal to shlit from P to S is series of dets
followpq by Ooch”tor'"'AuthentlcQuor3,repeated~oeve al times and
S“gnal %o shift from § to P .lis ‘sane except substituting

. ANNEX D (6)
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" oniers g ANNDX D (GONT)
() PYRDTECHNIQS-— Following Ground Troop pyrotechnic sig-

'nal meanings assigned, superseding those in Pyrotechnic and
Lamp Code Wo.. 5-42 for this opn only:

Assistance required - Green star parachiutea
Send Beats , : Green star cluster
Attacked by strong enemy force Amber star cluster

- Lift gunfire _ Amber star parachute
Mo assistance needed : C - White star cluster :
For local use of units ‘ Wnite star parachute and

Wnite or Red Very gstar

(x) (1) Make maximun use P&manAN&gD MESSAGE GODE. ‘Following
adQ1tloual meanings aSSibded

- Prep Afirm Afirm Alrcraft 4
Prep Fox Afirm (time/time)Friendly planes will be
. in air (from to )
Pren Roger Qusen © Regquest
(R) ‘Countersign for cpn - LULA BELL
(S)AUse CSP 1249(A) for encrypted dispéﬁchesL

(4) Pny varticular attention to GROUND_AIR BOAL EmcrbenoJ
Challenge and Recognition Signals, .

(5). Be prepared to use lst MafDiv'Simplified Panel Code
No. 1 and mnessage arops,

(6) Task groups check into Div 52u5 rad not betwesn 1600
and 2000 D-2 day. Thereafter rad 511ence, except for
cmprgencles, until D-day.: '

4.,  Unitg provide. own supplies during operation.

5, (a) Index No., 4-42 toc 50I appnlies except as modified above.
(b). Use local,zone (LOVE) time.
(¢) Task Groups synchronize watches with DlVSl rQff,

2Y bOMMAND OF HMAJOR GENERAL VANDEGRIFT

| G, C, THOUAS

Golonel, U.8., Marine Corps
- 11e1 of staff

Distribution: f
gdme a8 Opq Plan plub 2 DSO

OF T I 0 I A L:
:M“. B?; kA \\’ I T l\l G‘

LtColy, UDMC, ' ’ E

D-2. ASHWEX D (7)
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| —— AnvEX D (GonT)

34

(x)(7) Bth Marines establish wire coumunication
with 7th Karines in bivouac area,

Pthe Marines 'egtablish wire communication
from bivouac area-~to 3d 3n 2nd Marinégs bivouac
area., S -

ANNEX D (&)




AVNEX E e

TRAVSLATION OF ATTACK ORDER OF
4th TuPERIAL JAPANESE INFANTRY REGLMENT
(Taken by 5th Marines on 10 Oct from
the Body of a Fallen Japanese COfficer)

CPErATION ORDER : ,
o. 50 - 1600, Oct. 5,
' ' In the JSouth West section of
Mamera.,. '

“Order of the 4th Infantry Regiment, -
1. Trne troops in the Guadalcanal %) —-—- enter under the command
of the Commanding Cfficer of the 2nd Divigion and press forward

to capture Guadalcéanal Island,.

Prepare for afternoon overations there. (%) —--=— occuring,
be ng an alteration 1n the Divisions dispesitions,

The units mentioned above becoming  the NASU unit in order
to ald the deployment (?) of the artillery troops firing on the
alrport., Prepare to .atiack the L'DCrtHﬁt line of the rlght bank:
of the HATAWIKAO River, while it is expected that the attack
will commence on the Btn but adccording to conditions the set
time may be (%} hﬂqtened..- -

Brigade-neadauartefs 4th Reg 1went I“faptwy..'l of the 10th
UEdlﬂgl and one of tae 3rd Bn.~moruars.~ .

2, At the same time that the Regiment-speedily gathers together
~1ts strength with the geal of atte cklug,thc right bank orf the
MATANIKAO River the OKA Unit will change its dispcsitions and
will search out the enemy and the tepography on the (?) -—— front,

3. For the changing of each unit the departure from its present
position will be tomorrow the 6th at dusk and tine change will
take place during the night.. For this purpese the 2nd and 3rd
battalions Chiefs’of becblon (staff) will be gathered a2t the
headquarters of the OKA uhit odav tu - 5th- at LJOO

4, The lst Batitalion (the art¢7kery train less one~nd1f oelqg
independent) will assemble itg strength on the South side  of Pt,
Cruz and with one part will secure the area cn the right bank
of the MATANIKAO and will: searou out the eneny's poesitions and
topograpny of HYO (®). -~ : SO e

il

E

ANNEX E (1)
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) ANNEX E (Coum) .

5, The 3rd Battalion (less the 1lth Company and the 5th Cowmpany)
(the one half artillery train independent) will assemble in the
area West of the Nipponr bridge and with about a company for each
seize and-hold the-.area of the AUSTEN range and the area West

of the Nippon bridge. The 2nd Battalion, less the 5th Co. will

“assemble in the area to. the South West of Pt, Cruz and while

guarding .the coast line will be prepar ed to support (maneuver)
the lst Battallon,

6. Again the Commanding Officer-.or the 2nd Battalion will .
until dawn on the 7th have one Company. under the comumand of

the 3rd Battalion Commander at the present po ition c¢f the
2nd.. gattdiion Command Post., - .

7. The Regimental Infantry - Artillery will occupy the position
in. the rear of the let Battalion. and w1tn ite main force support
tue fight of the 1st dtbdllon.

8.” The Reglmental CP and tne InIdUuTj co“munloatlons unit will
be in a position to the South of Pt. Cruz,-

9., It is the duty of the Infantry comuunication unit to maintain
communication between Lae HBri baae neagquarter and the 1st and
second Battalions, : oo ' ”

10, The second Battalion comander will send one platoon to tne
Reglmenbal uP ot 16¢¢ on the 6th as & (?) ——— unlt.

‘

11, Todsy the Hth at the OKA unlt headquarters tne Gommander
of the 4th Infantry Reg iment ”AKAuUhAo

LY : ANHEX E (2)
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¥ . ANVEX & o
108/222 o B R
(AE-0058) } - .- Firet Harine Bivision

Fleet Marine Force
%postmaster, Sen Francisco
Callfornla

N ) 13 Ostober, 1942, 1500
OPLRATION ORDER
No. 1li~42
Meps: . “hap Ne. 104 Guadalcanal, Lunga Afe , 1:20,700;
: Operatiovn Overlay Annex A, x

TASK ORGANIZATION | - | . :

(a) 184th Infaniry ™ . Col, licore

‘ 164%h Infantry
.,DL signeated elements

b

.
[95]

t Spl Wpns Bn.

‘5

rtn arines ‘ : Col. Sims
7th Harines ’

—
Q
~—

Col., Cates

[

(d) 5tn Marines =~ - . - Col. Zdson
5tn harlres"' ‘

(e} 1lth Marines (Arty) - = Brigéen; del valle

T 11th Merines

(f) 34 Defence Battalion - col. Pepper
3d Defense Battallon
lst gpl Wpns Bn- '

(g) 1lst Marine Air YWing - . ajGen, Geiger
1st Murine Air Wing

(h) Cog A & B lst Tank Bn . Maj, Walseth
- Cos A & B lst Tank Br o '
(i)‘Sd En dd Marines _ LtCol, Eunt
: 34 Bn 2d darines !
(1) 1lst Zngineer B - 'Maj{"Frazef
lst Engineer,Bn
(k) 1st Ploneer “Bn , ‘ Maj. Ballance.
1st Dlonesr Bn ‘ - . '

ARNEX ¢ (1)
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(1) 1lst Amphibian Tractor Bn . Ltgol. Barr
'l t Amphlblan Tractor Bn - - ¢ o
1. (a} Annex B Intclllgence. Voo L : o

‘(b) Flfst Marwne Alr ¥ing w1ll contlnue te 0rov1de alr
defense of: the area including dlS*”nt reoonnalss ince and
-bombarameﬁt'm1051ons. '

‘2, First Merine Division (reinforced) will'continue the
- defense of the LUHGA POIXNT perimeter in order to secure
the &lfflbld and. divisional installations. (Op Overlay
_.Anpex A) : . :

' 5."(&} 156 4th Infanurf‘ Qccupy and'defend Sector 2,

(b)) (bﬁ ierines, .. Continue defense Sector 3. Hold
CEDSCN TS AIDGE in strengtn ot all times., Esteblish night
combat Zroup’ COV@Tlﬂ& PICHESA SAID3E. Prevent hostile

lelLtfuLlOﬂ dorn meu” ﬁIJhd. :

.4

(=) lét arines. Oocugy and qofend Sector 4.

(&) Bta kerines, Continue Gefense geo Tor 5 Hold KI:G
COMPALTY RIpulk in strength at all times. R

(e} 1lth HMarines. Continue to sdppoft'defense: Be pre-
pared to mass fires in sumort of Sectors 4-and 5. At least
one vattallon pack ‘nowitzers to be in. position at all
times Tto support forward positions covering MATAULKAU
31&31., “nnx ¢ Artillery,

(f) 34 Defense Battalion. Continue to provide anti-air-
craeft and seacoast defense. Agsume tactical command of
Sector: 1, (oordinate all matters witnin the division re-
" specting beach illumination, anti-aircraft, anti-boat and
seacoast fires. S o B S )

~{g) 1lst ¥arine Air Wing, Continue distant search and bomb-

_.ardment misgions., BSupport defense by executing cloge re-—
ccnnalesance and attack missions. (Alr Support Plan An-
nex D} ’ o

{h) Tenks (Division Reserve).'. Gonduot 1nten51ve rcute and
eproyment reconnalssance of areas.in 'Ld adjacent to the
pcsition wnich lend themselves to tank.action. ;suonlt

- detailed plans for tank employment. based on réconnalssance, ;

K

—
ANNEX G (&)
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W, AGEX G (CoNT)

(1) '3d Bn 24 Marines {Division Reserve); gonduct necessary

reconnalssance to enable battalion to move at night to the

support of any dsfen81ve sector, " Conduct training night

“operations.

(J) 1s% Engineer Bn, Continue present missions., Occupy

: defens1ve subsector as prescribed by CO 3d Deferise Bn.

- (KY lst Pioneer Bn., (Continue present missions. Occupy
'defensive subsector as prescrioed by CO 5d Defense Bn.

(1) ;st Amphlbian Tractor Bn, Continue present missions,
Occupy defensive suosector as Drescrlbed by CO 3d Defense
Battalion.'

{x) (1).Sectors 2 to 5 will be subdivided into two bat-

- %allon subsectors,. Subsector 1 will be subdivided into
}3 subsectors.l R

2) Sector commanders will prepare plans for use in the
even 1t becomes necessary to employ an additional battalion
on ‘the sector front line, Similar plans will be prepared
for use in the event it becomes necessary to reduce the

,rumber of front line battalions witnln the ssotor.

(5) The exact trace 6f the main line of resistanoe will
be established by sector commanders, Differences with
respect to giting of sector boundarles will be- reoon01led

. by this headquarters.

»“(4) P081tions will be. organized in deotn but at night or |
in close terrain the main line of resistance will be held

in strength in order to prevent 1nflltratlon.

(5) Utmost use will be made of natural and artlflolal
obstaoles., . . S

(6) Existing fox. holes and communication trenohes w1ll be

lwmproved to afford greater: protectlon from artillery flre.

(7) Machine guns will be ‘sited to deliver enfilade fire.

-Frontal proteotion for macnine gun pOSlthﬂS'tO be prov1ded

by riflemen.

(8) Flres of artlllery, mortars and machlne guns Wlll be
carefully coordlnated. G : _ SR

¢ e ‘
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(9) Sector Commanders will submit oketehes showing disposi-
- tions and complete plan of fires. Scale 1:5000. One @opy -
to this-headqudrters] oné copy ‘to lltn Marines. '

“(lO) Daily patrols will be sent out as far to the front,
-as practicable returninb prior to darkness. ‘Patrols will
observe hostile movement and ambush trdails, - Night patrols
may be sent out 'when state of training permits._ The size
of patrols will be as pres crited by sector commanders,
Report of patrols sént out will 'be submitted ‘to this head-.
quarters prior to 0800 daily. Report of natrol actlivities
'will be submitted prior to 1900.,:» S

(ll) Sector ﬁeserve battallons conduct braininb in ni@ht
movements and night Operatlons over seetor terraln,

4, See Administrative Ahnexl Annex E.
5; See Annex F signal commulleetloq.:i
' : - BY COMMAWD OF MAJOR RAL VAVDE&RIFT
- ‘o. THOMAS,
colonel U,S. Marine Corps,.
e quef of staff.v ' o
Annexes' . k ' ‘
A—- Operation Overlay “
‘B -~ Intelligence (To be 1ssued)
¢ - Artillery (To be issued)
D - Air .Support Plan (To be issued)
E ~ Administrative (To bé issued) : L
F ~- Signal. Communication (To-be - 1seed)h"
Distribution:

speoialk ;:WJ,;.

O F

I C I A L

Iflo Bo "’Il]I
LTCCL, , USMC

D '30 'r_;v
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TRANSLATION OF EXTRAQTS FROM THE PEASONAL
NOTEBOQK_OF COLOVEL. FURKULIYA, 00 20%h
" IMPERTAL INFANTRY REGLUANT. |

26 October’

Those ‘who folléwed me in’ ‘the nharge togethcr w1th 2d Lt. ONO
are the eight persons under 2d Lt GNO,whose names are written on
the back of tnls page.h Later I met Capt SUZUKI.w . - ,

First I oalled out to the escort company whlch was advancing
to the rlght in order to avoid ‘the enemy line, and tried to ‘con-
trol 1t, but it was impossible to do 80, Subsequently it seemed
to me tnat the company charged-in the direction of the Bd Bn, so
IL-moved to the right and thereafter ‘things beﬂame quiet, - There
was an’ enemy signal station .in this area. .I considered atLaeAing
1%, but we did not because: I thought, I would escape from-here with -
my subordinates in case -the main force did not arrive, I am ashamed
of my lack of tralnlng._ N : : e '

(NOTE: FollOW1ng is the list bf'ﬁames)'ﬁ

Capt. SUZUKI
2d Lt. ONO

- WO KOBAYASHI -
St OGAWA
‘Corp SATO L

~ Corp WAKISAWA

- Lance (orp TAKAHABA
Quperlor Pvt KONDO -
Superlor Pvt SRKAUOTO

Wlll you please look after tne future of those nine men.s

' Around 05,50 we de61ded to lie. hldden and made final arrdngp~
ments for official and personal. matters; As INUZUKA and the guard
scldiers had ‘been. killed ‘theirn possess1ons were - lelded and - eacﬂ
man oarried one article, N .

‘Fellowing this I clearly 1ndloated our location to my sub~
ordinate and we lay hidden individually, watonlng for the enemy,
Freéquently there was flerce firing until -08:30,-and I .thought
our’ troops were making a charge but this.was. not the case, How-
© ever, I heard yelling a few tlmes, which was probably ‘either a .. -

nharve by our brave soldlers or a‘nand—tonhand fight- agalnst an
enemy counter attaok A : .

PR
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. Yo ey
. A% 09:30 a friandly plane carried out a low-flight recon-
nalssanze in the face of enemy machine-gun fire., As. I thought,
the plane wag sent out bj special arrangement of the division
commander to hunt for us, we immediately. signaled but the plane
did not discover our position, The plane was tralling smoke be-
hind. . I 81ncerely appreclated the ‘thoughtfulness of the:Div Comdr,
jAround 10430 enemy planes cafie to' reconnoiter;. - The enemy position
4s only one line with ocovergd machine gun emplauements., Pene—:«
tration of the eriemy Iine. can be eaglily accomplished by ordinary
flanking neutralization flre. Thete is noineed to be afraid,
Mopping up of the enemy is also easy, A problem isg whether to
put tinis into practltO'or not, . There are no wire-entanglements,
- 8pirit -has overcome material” things; and this has ‘beceme the de~ .
‘clsive battle between Japan the .the. USA, Careful prepdratlon is
necessary acoordllgly, in regard to date, opeérations, material
(map infermation) ammunition, .provisions, equipment.etc.; hewever
there.arée times when the sltuatlon does nct permit making these
preparatlonb. We carried out our plans regardless of success or
failure, -The determination of the commanders from the beginning
was to-die in GUADALCANAL 1f this was unsucnessful I, aiso
have :this determluation and have ftried to carry it out. I am
sorry that T lost many troops uselessly and for this result which
has come unexpeptedly. ‘We must not overlook fire power, When
there 1g fire power the troops become full of spirit but when
Tfire power ceaseg they become inactive., 'Spirit exists eternally,
To division commander MARUYAMA :
To group- commarnder NASU

I express my sincere’ apologiés,
I Wlbh you sucoess in the oceupation of GUADALCANAL,

- - After alL there is no ubetter attack than a nlght atta k;
Howeve “the jungle 1s ot a sultable place for.a night attack -,
Aalthcuga 1t can be utlllzed to noncedl 2} planned maneuver very
effectivetv,~ R . ‘

. . Witn tHe " oondit;on of the divi51on,ds 1t is. at present 1%.
is. best to attauk LIQARD PLATEAU at duek,. : R

lne enemy p081tion is weak, . Infantry equlpment alone 1s
sufficient to attack ity Tonlght T am attempting to egeape from
hére with my qubordinates. Success or failure cannot be known
in advance. “If I do not sunoeed pLease forgive me for noft being
dhlu to dpolcgize to you any more than by death, (Div Comdr)
From this day anti~airord t macaine..guns. started firing.
Are battalion commandeps~WAwANﬂmE«and XOSnII 1n good health?
How is tne Qmmn@t«afulet Bn:comlng aleng? :
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I suppose you had a hard time with two oompanles..
How 1s tne attack of the division develcplnb? )

Ccnsidering the present situation, it is best to capture
LIZARD PLATEAU and then extend the battle.

Determination is all we need.

At 12,00 and 12:45, our pldnes made a low Tlight (probably
for the purpose of reconnalsSdnce) They upderwent fierce asnti~

caircraft fire, I suggest that you stcp eA06581vely low fll gnis,

for it reveals fthe oujent of fuoonnalssance._

I don't know how to auolonlze for spoiling the reputation of
the army by losing troops and ul[de”Ln the éxecution of the at-
tack against the U.3.4, ' : ; '

Tven tnoubu 1t may be possible for the arny! s honor (Note:~
this orooably refers to the regimental coler) to fall into the
eneny'!s nands, I am Lrylna to return safely by taking’ every poo~
sible step. This may be the last cpportunity to burn the army!
honor, but I, cannot.see fit to do so in the present. situation,

: : : 25 Oct 1842
To division. commandér MARUYALNA

I do not know what excuse to give, I apologize for whas
I heve done. . . ' L ' :

Ccmmandlng ISAHU No, 1303
25 0ot 1942
To Unit Pommander NnDU

I do not Anow wact excuse to give. I apologize for.what I
have done. '

Gommander of ISANU No, 1303

. o o ‘ , ¥
To the officers and men of my comuand: ‘

T do not know what excuse %0 giVe‘fGr'sodilin' the reputation
of the regiment because of my ignorance. I apwreciate tnat you

have endured long hardsnlos and pefformea your dutles'aonestly

‘and conscientiously.

Unit commander,

CANNEX I (3
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Plan of chape

nowever T we. w11] not ﬂeCGSudrllj eeeape'even.inj;aseiour
troops oarly out a dusk attaok ' o : :

1. Date time. From 04 40 to Ob 50 on 25th.
2. Dlrentlon. '20 neters east wnere we had penourated

3, command and mcvement of treops._
Presumably the same as oefore
: 2d- Lt . ono
If Ono dies
_Rect commander will be
in the order of
capt SUZUKI
WO KOBAYASHI
Sgt YAMAKAWA
. Be especially careful not to Lose the articles given
in your care,
' 4, Advarnce: SeFPbtlj ‘and quietly untll “the enemy s front
line. is reached and then bresk through the eneuy line by rusihing.
After reacnliag the Jjungle-ares of our forces, return by the path
along which we originally advauced ' ‘
S0 I am afraid Lhet the eneny may fire mortars et at]our‘pre~
sent-. 1ocatlon. : '
we lost lialson with the group that so*eed flrst 24 Lt
ONO and two soldiers). We sedrched but were not able to find .
them., Warrant O0fficer KCZAYASHI was sent to find them, but He has
not come back yet (according to a report, they aooomplisned their
purpose .aafely), Conditions are not favorable for an escape at
the meoment because of the moonlight. At 23:00 clouds rose and I - _
thougnt 1t was ‘the best. time to carry out the atteumpt, but we
hesitated to do so because of ONO and KOBAYASHI, Later I declded
to carry. lu out tonight, - We departed at 02:00, | The enemy. dis-.
pOblthH has been strenvtnened since yestefday. The enemy situat-
ion weas.so different from yesterday that finally it became 1m~f
puSSlch to; carry-out’ our escape,

At daybreak.we gove'Up“hohe‘of escaping and began to make
last preparations, We finlished the preparations at 03;50 (of-
ficial.and private matters), At 04:00 the enemy's front line be-
gan Tiring Suns and automatic rifles. " We Aeard the sound of auto-
matic riflée fire by our forces, It. was prooaoly a daybreak at-
tack by.our-forces, " We slowly awalted the result.” My.mind is as
calm as tnou h it were an orqiqary day If our force does not
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;Diffiéulty of Escaping,

succeed in its attack this time, Japan will have to reconslder
the matter of military equipment. . At 04:00 the sound of firing
from both forces became slower, It is strange that the enemy

fire is slow. I asked Cept SUZUKI about his Tinal preparations

and hisg answer wag "Well," Around 04;30,the sound of firing from
our forces beoame slower for a time.

I am 501ng to return my bOWrowed life today with sinort in-
terest. .

I feel sleeDJ beoauo Of pxnaustlon for several days. :
At 04:30 tne enemJ front Llne fire reacneu 1ts maximum.

E Enemy olales apoedfed

An attack 1s unsuccesgful 1f a penebritlon is not made when
the euemy flfc net 'is neutrallzud

‘ The mission of a Japanese warrior is to serve hig Emperor and
hisg parents with fidelity. , : -

_ I sincerely delOQLZO to my superliors and to the offilcers
connected with 29thh Inf, Regt: I have never heard American sold-
lers talking except when thej are communicating. I admire them.
for keeping silent., The encmy‘a rear unit ls also quiet.

It 1s hard to understend the purpose of the covered light
macnine guns in the enemy's position which fire one or two shots
at & certain interval, It may be for tie purpcse of disturbing
our sound plotting, or perheps the machine guns are operated by
electricity and no soldiers stand by.

Cnce obefore I determined that escape was impossible, and made
all final preparations, but as I thought this detérmination should

not be made lightly, I amn g01ng to try. to esoape once more [26th
lS.OO) : C

r

. (Illegible) -
. Swift wmovement 1s 1mposblole in qe Junule except on the

l
o
[

-POddb. However, the jungle is suitable for concealment,

S on-the 20th we are comoletcly enveloueu Dy Lne enemy .

r

I made Capt bUaJKI my-assistant and formed %wWo- meﬂ arcup
The NGO! . and.men also formed Lwo~men drouos. : ‘

It was sultry and ralned 1n tne afternoon., How lucky we are!

) ‘ : 0 ANNEX T (8)
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-1t seemed to me that there is an orientation locater in,the enenmy
gun pogition, and that the enemy fire on this area is dlrecteé by
sound from the center. If my sup)CS1tlon is ooxrect "the movements'
we:made last night were fOOllbn. - This will probpbly make tie dive
isiorts method of atbaok clearer. '

26 After making a thorou h study, we decided to escape by mov-—
ing a snort distance to t“e east, and we began moving, K MHovement
in the jungle on a dark night, is truly impossible. hen the moon
rose we started to escape. Although we often met enemy positions,:
we avolided them without any trouble.  Our escape did not progress
as we wished Lecause of hunger end tnirst., At 02:00 we could not
decide whether to cross the enemy's main p051tlon, and so We pas-—
sed the nlgnt at the follow1ng plane : /

We were in great danger because our presence was suspected
by an enemy prench-mortarlunit, and "two. men came- out "scouting,

Tue Cduteeﬂ I filled 6n the 24th st eupty., I ate one of
three NASHIGORENES (could not ranslate) which were the only rat-
lone remaining, and left two. (1'1ealble)

Merely to escape would be easy but a conditional (1.6, with
equipment etc.) escape ig really difficult: The enemy's sound
locater and a fire: not have not yet teen completed in.this area,
so we should make our- escape tonight (night of 25th). ‘

' lthough, I was plunnlnv to escape separately, I finally
.Joined the men and went along with them., This group mcvement 1s
bad for both of us., - We must move -separately tonight.,  Ar 11:30
the enemy completed the disposition in this area sending vehicles
and approximately 10 more men, A simple preliminsry drill was
alsc carried out. - I could not observe clearly the disposition
from the Jungle. - The interval between »mosts is 50 meters znd each
post has two machine guns. - The resr post was.equipped with trench
mortars and macliine guns. . :

I felt refre51ed after 1J11b on. E c"orouﬁd'faoe upward and
SLeeplng, but was a *kened by someone snoring., Cowditions were
not. favo% ble for mulln' the final afrangemento (LJ,e. burning the
c@&or et .)y'and so. we onge more mauc up our mind to carry out
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the escape (in & group). We again entered & strong enemy envelop-
ment (we were cleverly detected by tlie enemy and were fired upon
from the left and right). A complete escape (of all persons) \
'has ‘become hopeless, I cannot guarrantee positively that (prob-
ably the regt color) will not fall into the enemy's hands.

, L. We must elude tie enemy's observatlon and penetrate tnis
Tire net (?)

2. As we are in the jungle, we can not move swiftly (It
took us 5 to 6 hours to go 200-300 meters and keep our movement con-
cealed), On the cther hand, officers and men have logt thelr
vigor and strength owing to tune lack of water and food, and 1t
has become impossible to accomplish the important mission of es-
caping and making a report, Al the present time we are recelving
reconnalssance fire from the enemy'!s enveloping line. The sit-
uvation will be worse if the enemy finds us before dork and fires
at us., This is the reason why I took. the final determination.
Will you please excuse me,

The thing wnich should be burnt is the regimental coler.,
However, soldiers of the color guard have been disversed and so
the color ig not here. As werare enveloped by the enemy, 11U has
beceme imposaible to burn the thing., Therefore, I hope you will
understand that I will tesr the thing in pleces and scatter the
pleces, ° ' ' :
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EXJ.RAK./T-) FROU T:m DIAHY QF
”.ﬁ AV UNKJOWN bNhuY QFFIuER

:l ot 42 Ine 34 Bn made preparatlou for. advancement. The Zd Bn
is movlnf ‘1ts p081tion $o. KOKTMBONA and the 5Lh and 7th Cos. are
in tne v101nity oi POINT CRUZ

2 Ont Tnere Was sound of guns in the dlrection of the MAT-
.AYIKAU RIVER around 2:00, I presume they are attdcklng gun fire
by the ONUMA platoon wnlép has a mission to cross the mA”AhIKAU
RIVER to faoilltate the qdvanoe of the OKA Unit

5 OOt “”i I heard that Gen, MASU landed yesterday, ' The advanoe
4personnel of a° regiment’ arrived: In the future, the regt, is ex~
pected to velieve the OKA Unit, . From now on, the landlng point
1s expected to be the sand beach beyond the BOWEGI RIVER so it
will be verj oonvenlent in suppljlng pPOViSlonS and forage.

It is eaid tnat there are about 40 shlps in TULAGIL. and
.furthermore the powerful fleet of our frlendly army ls in: the vic-
inity of NLJ ZEALAND ond is cutting off the advancing enemy ‘route,

. 400t . - Enemy planes flew all night last’ nlght TX (tanks)
"~ landed at KAMIMBO BAY and the remaining trocps of the OKA Unit

landed -at the: new- landlng point It seemed that the D;yr Comii
also lande@._ y T SETOPETIR

Oet The div;sion commander came. We. entered under the com-
mand of the ‘AOBA divigion commander and will press on. to-. occupy
GUADALCANAL ISLAND,” It seems that the 41 (4th Inf, Regt.) will
relieve tne KAWAGUCHI UNIT 2nd will occupy the rlght bdnk sector
of* the MATANIKAU RIVER and will cover the deployment of artillery,
The cannopade 1is expected on the 8th and thereafter, it seems-that
291" (R9th Inf,) and 161 {16th Inf Regt,) will land in thé area
of ‘the TAIVU POINT, The KAWAGUCHI UNIT was a5515ned .to ‘secure:
thie landing point, ‘the  protection of lialson route .to ‘the rear,
and the suoplylnb of materials, prov181ons end forage.

6 Oct - For the deploy§§nt of the drtlllery, III (Sd Bn) oc—
cupied the left bank. fromt the wouth: of the MAIAnIKAU RIVER &nd

with;a part of the Bn. occupled thé right bank, - ‘The 41" (4th Inf,
Regt,) and- SA gHeavy Fd. Art ) are 1ndeed the sacriflce of entire
troopés i _ ' S AT :

7 Oet. We woke up at oe OO and dué trenches. We received an
enemy air attack as usual SRR e

RN
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8 O¢t The 2d Go. 1s'almost annihilated. The 1st Bn was. driven
bﬁok by the enemy gun flre.MoThegnivhtAattaek,was postponed.

9 Oot . We recelived a division ordcr wiich ordered the 4th Inf,
rry out.the night. attack agoinst the former.lst Co.-
oooupv this p051tion and also occupy: the right ‘bank’ .

position;: owever, ‘1t wds. 02:30 .when the order. camé and it was
only cne, hour before day break, It was obviéus-thet the eneuy
Would give s a concentration of gun fire. We thought 1t would

be only los f. our strength even though we did. succeed in- the
night attdek so we did’ not odfry ‘out tne aLdek and bivouacked .

at the former od. Bn.,, Hds . The,.casualty. of the 4th Inf, Reygt was

heavy; 567 persons in the. 2d. Bn. about-a rate of 70 persons per

Co, and in- the 1lst Bn. about 30 persons. - In the.2d4-and 34 Co.

about 100 pelisons in.the rest of the lst: Dn.: In- tne En Hqe 3 0.
selgeanus wcre serlously wounded. : L . j S

lO Oot ;”ﬂere was ?’un flre from our frlendlj Wdrbhlps 1ast nleht
and “this morning, The 15 nowitzers are located. in jungle. néar
the Regt, Hq. and’ it is pre-arranged to. deploy today, The 20th’
Ind, Mt. Art,, with 6 cannons alrlved near our position, Prepara-
tion for dttaok is progressing. steadlly,_ There were no atwacks .
from the enemy artlllery and; alrolanes. I preeume that the reason
‘for 'this 1s that tue eneny, has a- brcat ddm(ge or ‘has a - shortdbe
of amnunltion.

ll Oct The enemy awtliiery flre nad oomoletelJ oeased ldSt
nlgnt In the evening 35 enemy combat planes, 5" Boeing’ bombers
and a few other bombers whiceh are ‘either relnforoements or the
plaﬂes which had esoaped to ancther alrfield landed at the alr-

12 oet Most of the enemy ploneﬂ took off toward lULauI early .
in the: mornlng. Due to tie delay. of a divlslon landing plan,.m.f
the eenernl attack wasg postooned until two days ‘later, The" 156m)
how1tzers (96 year . type) were unloaded from. the .sea~plane tenders
. NIS3I¥ and TILOSL. L hedrd that we are oontraotlnw with the- com~
blned fleet for, tne exeout;on of gun fire from the warenipe.ngy

lS‘bﬁt It seems that “two' onemy tralaport salpe, two llbnt
crulsers and one destroyer entered the harbor and are- engaglng in
unloadihg operations; ~Around 09:00 avout 29 of - our operation.. .
plaiies Game to bouwb: them.f For the. purpose of covering, the laudlng
of femelnlab “troops 6f the dfvision and the un101d1n7 of provisions
and fotlbge by the convoy:of G:-Lransportships, 2 cruisers and other
tOMOﬁJOW hight (T%SSAFAﬁDmaA; ﬁ@KU&DUNn)irEM@_l5ém Howitzer will
eurry out Tiring from 19;00-until 23;00i- From 233100 the fle®t
waose oedre snlps are KONGO and HARUNd (and maybe MUTSO and HAGATO)

R
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-will fire about 2000 shells tonight. It is also said that a navy

- antl-alrcraft unit at TASSAFARONGA ‘and a part of tHe 45th -and the
47th anti-aircraft Bn, ot KOKUMBONA and tnc 14.G, at our present
area will begin .firings tomorrow mornlug.; I heard that tnere

are two l5cm. howitzers (96 type) in . the front Jungle and will
.;begin firing aga1nst the alrdrome at 19:00,. In regard to the ldcm,

-howitzer-it is unknown, . The two Ileld artlllerv guns will fire
galnst the mortur at MATANIKAU,

14 Oct : Axter the flflﬂb from the locm how1tzer the warships
shelled tne alrdrome and the alirdrome was set afire.'. There were
three explosions in. THE AIRDROME in the morning but I do not know
whether they were explosions of powder or gasolline,
Tne result of the war ls unknown but we could not sce

4»dny of 10 enemy wufshlps and 2 transpeorts ships which were in

tire parbor. I sighted only 11.combat planes and 1 bomber that
tcok off from the airdrome this morning, . I did not hear mucn sound
of guns only rifle shots,.and I presume tliey #re short of amaun-—’
ition.~'mnemy artillery fired once in a Wﬂlle, as soon-as ocur 1lbcm,

howitzers begin fir*gg, The lbcm, nemy now1uzers bebin to counter~
flre oontlnuouslj. :

15 Oct The gun fire frem our warships started at 11 00 as pre-
_arranged, In the morulné, I saw 5 of our frlendly transport snips
in tone harbor, It was exnected. that main strength, 16I, 2031

(probably a mistake as the 2031 is already identified (muln strength
of 16th Inf. Regt 203d Inf., Regt, 1 Sqdn. of 10th Cavalry, 1 Co,

of 15%th } OW1tzcr 1l Co., of 1~t Tank Unit, 1 Co..of 1d% Ind, Rapid
firing-gun and ant1~a1ror % gun zn, would land ‘and supply would

be unloaded, - Enemy ccast artiliery guns were flrln% flercely on

us. . Eneny pldnes attacked our tra nsportqtlon ships and set fires
on two of them,

16 Oct The'di?ision with the NASU Det S (291) will maneu?er to-
jward the upoew stream of thp LUNGA RIVJn on ‘the left bank.- -

41 14*h Inf Pegt; will occuoy the 9051tlon ori the right bank of
the MATANIZAU AIVER two days prier to the general ttdoﬂ (under "’
the command of Maj, Gen. SUMIVOSHI), - The artillery wili go in
the positilion in the vicinity of the former Navy HQ and- w111
start firing from 19th, ‘especially if the agreement with' the Navy"
'1g made, one Bh will 1dnd in the v1clnity of the LUNGA RIVER or
at the.pler, 16i (16th Inf. Regt) will be the reserve unit and
will advanceé in the direction of élther the NASU or the KANAGUCHI
-Dotacn. whichever the rﬂsult of battle is- greater or pre-arranged,
Ac COPleL to the report, the enemy fleet is advamcing toward toe
north, “If we ﬂan dhﬂlﬁllatc 1t,.we would: glve tne Pnemy a damdvlng

L - AR o ]
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blow, materially and mentally, and we will be able to vut one Bn
in a very advantegeous pogition, The oonuealmcnt of thne plane of
the operating units ig very important. The Regt will dlvert tne
enemy from tne dlfectlon of the shore rbud

.;17 oCt " Last.night I heard tHat ‘our submarina hdd sunk 1 enemy
transport ‘ship and 1 destroyer. Scuth of LUNGA PCIST and this
merning our bombers bombed 3 deburoyers. " The activity of our Navy.
is great, The rate of fire of our artillery is slow compared to.
that of the enemy, because we spcnd more time 1in cbservation so
as to-save ammunition. ‘However, the calibers of the guns on war-—
ships are big and mugzle V61001ty is great, Moreover, .the guns-

. which have been firing a@alpst the airdrome are from wa;shlps
. above cruisers so guns are bigger than 30 cm, I suppose the blow

which it gave is- great In tne evening 3 Boeing bombers ‘appeared

but immediatel y flew back. I presume they came from Port loresby.,

18 oct Aoco%dlng te an artilliery ofllcer our warship shelled
the alrdrome and only three planeés are able to fly. The combined
fleet which 1s operating in this Viplhlty congists of 15 to 16
ships and they are expscted to attack eéenemy warships. - I ‘heard
that &n advance party of the maneuveplqgjunit arrived .at the up~

_perstream of the LUNGA RIVER pdssing through Austen Mt., About 1200

. sacks of rice, and about 500 boxesg of hard tack and canned gocds
were burnt by the bombs freom alrplanes ana_uun fTires from the war—
ships wnicn ocpurod yeatcrday.

19 oct It seemed that the Dlv. will send SHOJI Detach, who.has
many experiences in battle and Wno has succeeded in occupying the,

airdroue twice at HONGKOHNG and” KARIJIIA”L {?) to the area on- the ‘
rlght ‘bank of LUNGA RIVER. : T

291 (29th Inf. Regt) will advance along the left bank area of
-LUNGA RIVER and will attack the enemy from rear right flarnk., 34
Bn., of OKA Unit will occupy the positions of Mt. Austen and NEKO
(cat) and OKA Unit will occcupy the enemy position on the right .|
bark of MATANIKAU RIVEAR and advance to SHISHI (lion) and TORA -
.(tlber) by making a right detcur. 41 (4th Inf. Regt,) will en-
gage in the covering of the artillery on, the left bank of the
LATANTIKAYU RIVLn and the defences of the" coast but according to
the situation the 4th Inf. Regt might ddvance by leapfrogzing

OKA Unit in the right bark area’ of MATANIXAU RIVER. " I. heard. ‘that |
yestérday a part. of NASU Detacn rcceived wachine gun. fire fron
the enemy, . 41 (4th Inf. Regt,) will advance for the purpose to
divert the enbmy, When nlmht ‘game enemy nlanes. started flying

for observation, but. tncre were no gun. fires.from the eneny, orck~
ably tney were dfrald to be suelled bJ The warsnlps.

B
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25 oct - ‘The regt has made the preperation for attack but there
is no olbﬂ of move. .I heard that we- ocuupﬁcd a part of the air-
drowe. “According to 8zt SASAKI the atis ick by tqe divigion main
strenith will be carried out tonight., AT night the enemy artil-’
lery opened fires and our artilblery nountefflred. sneny shells
dropred near our p031tloa in the jupﬂlc. It vas very dlfflchlt
to dlS”OVGP tne enemy posltlon. : :

Bo Oct " st anht tqc nlght attuck 'of  the' Sd Bn dld not pro—;»“

Zress as>we w1sne.v" Miiey say. that OKA Unit. did not atteck the

enemy upon: the order, and ue(O{&) left his unit and stayed &t the |

point 2 Lilomebters ea st of the narrew bridge. It seecms thet the
regt comdr, does not now wndt to do W1th him, Lo

We heard tihe slow gun fires. Lh'tu9 VlCLﬂltJ of the d1v~].

ision main sgtrength., It seem§ thet the afbock il tne'arc,.of tue
ermy main ‘s Lre15tn also did nct progress. smootily . The 38%tn. Div-—
isicn (less 2031) is conceutrath in tie vicinity of Rabaul so as

to be used citier at Port Moresby cor GUADALCANAL: It is sald that

the 38th Div will be uged in this islond-and 1t will makeé “the =
force landing probably at KAuh (%) which is one day walk from
TAIVU POINT, S T e

The YAIAuJCHI Detach. will cover itd landing &nd ‘the

division will wait an Cp%OPtUﬁitY'dt tbm»uppefstream Qf‘the LUNCGA
RIVER. I heard that there are one regt of 15 H (15~m'"owitzer)»

one Bn of 10k (10th Cav Regt) and one reg t of TK \Tank) in Rabaulu

.

27 0ct Lnemy pldneu fleﬂ above us tc reconnoiter our plan and
Tired the machine gun into tiie vicinity of AA (Anti-aircraft)
poeition, They say. that our combined fleet sunk 2 battleships,

9 destroyers and crulsers altogether, and 4 alrcraft carriers on '’
the Solomon -Sed, . I suppose the feason the navy didvnot cooperate
with the division in the general attack is that they were:engaged
in tne . sgea-battle with the enemy fleet, The maln: strerwtn of the-
divisicn will retreat 8 kilometers from the airdrome. And the
KAWAGUCHI Unit will retreat to K&SH (7) to cover the landing of
tife 30th Div. There isg d ram01 Uhat'the 38th’ Div. will make
landing tonorrown S o SRR

28 oct 1he Laﬁdlﬂb of 38th- lelolon todav ””9 cnly the rumor.

At thie. preseut time we are ctll] pursuing remaining cnemles,~itﬁﬁ,7

is perhéps impessible to make Lthie land;Ag_ _Fdfjsome time. there.
will. be no hope of dttdbulﬂ‘ enemy whichi is expected on' 3 Mov,
thé'anniVsrsaly of uhe bmpcror helJl. ' A
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20 Oct In the morning frlendly bombefs bombed the enemy pos—

ition and enemy anti-asireraft guns counter—fired; The division is

advarolng steadily to the attack preparatlon position, | The consid~

ation, which the lelsion comméndér has 4t the present time is
wnethgr the main strengti of ‘the eneny is on' the: 1eft bank- of the
LUNGA RIVER, .or. in-theé vieinity of the ulfdromc we might postpone
it a few days 5o that the 16i° (16%h Inf.: Regt’) can penetrate some

‘more. My €stimation  LsithHat the malin btrength ig probably on’the

left bank area, And, it séews that the enemy is extreumely seir
‘éitive ‘of “the Déach area., The eneiy agaln bombed the viclnity of

‘the. road.» It seemed Lnat night. bomblng and gé bdttle were heldi

. 21'Oﬂt  As soon as. our fleld artlTIery begdp flring dt the rlgnt

bank of the MATANIKAU RIVER the enemy artillery counterfired 'at
‘the area which presumed to be the narrow bridge and the lst Co.
dummy position, ' Two enemy planes are Tlying abicve us, - I heard
that OKA Umlth1ll carry out the night attack against -the- enemy
position on the right bank of the MATANIKAU RIVER- tonléht ‘1t
appears that the Div., has entered the attack: preparation position
"successfully. The genernl attack will be carried out tomoOrrow,

For the purpose of covering the night attack of CKA Unit, our field
Artiilery,. witih the main strength- Will fire against. the enemy )

~mortdrg on tihe right bank of the HATANIKAU RIVER .and with a part
“of 1t will engage in the anti-artilleéry ccmbat at 1430, It is

impossible to fireé on the énémy mortar with our artillery on the
right bank of the MATANIKAU AIVEK. It has been sald that the

;’mortar ig" the best to fire agalinst thne mortar, According to the

estimation made by HAKINO, thﬁ cnemJ btreugtn of - tne HATANIKAU

-RIVER i1s about one battallun with about '8 mortals, The riight
“attack-in the moonlight night ig very difticlilt and we hdve to con-

sider the damdges by enﬁmy moxtur. - Moreover, ‘we -must expect the

- attdek by enemy planes and eneny “artillery’ aﬂter occupying the

‘right bank positién of the MATANIKAU RIVER. The mission of OKA
Unit i1g the diversion of tné€ eneny but tils will. be the despeérate

- diversion,  The regt, has decided to cross the MATANIKAU RIVER at

the mouth of the rivepr, cdoperating with’' OKA Unit to devert the
gneny prior:to the leiSlon ‘general attack, 1 TKs {one indept.,
tank unit) was attached to the.2d Bn and they were placed &s the

- frong line uhlt.’ We: oepapted st 1430 davancing dlong the shore
~line., We mét Tierce enemy firesg: in the vicinity of tne ‘river

mouth, The general attack was pestponed until tomorrow,

24 Oct - - The’ Eenerdl dtudok of .the ‘division hag’ started, “The

. . = . . ’ L
. . /. L
: :
w .

énemy'QUn fires are very-accurdte and most of uhem oropped on the
read., “hen our” tank begﬁn retreatln
ch tnev- : :

.




— - ANNEX X
108/2228 o = ' Fibst Marine Divisien
(Am~OO59) oo S Fleet Merine Force

- o - %Postmaster, San Francisco

California

- 30 October, 1942, 1200
OPERATION ORDER R |
NOo 1342 -

Maps: MaD 104 Lunga Area 1: 20 750
TASK ORGANIZATION

(a) 5th Marines T  Col Edson
oth Marines '
Detacnment lst Spl ans Bn
Detachment lst Engr Bn

(b) 24 Marines " Col Arthur
2d Marines (less 3d Bn) T .

(¢) Whaling Group - o Col Whaling
34 Bn 7th Marines A . .
Snlper Detachment

(a) 11th Marines T “ " BrigGen del Valle
llth Marines .

(e) lst Marine ‘Alp Wing . MajGen Geiger
Designated elements - L
lst Marine Air Wing -

(f) lst Engineer Bn - - A Maj'Freieh o
Designated elements T L
1lst anineer Bn ©

(g) Advanced Naval Base Y 1Gapt'Greenman;
. Boat detachment e e

1. (a) The Japanese Zd Divieion which holds the area POINT
CRUZ - TASSAFARONGA has been defeated with great loss in
the recent: fighting along the- MATANIKAU and LUNGA RIVERS.

(b) Flrst Marine Division (rrinforced) will bp supported

* Dby lst Marine Alr Wing and (tentatively) by a naval taek
: firce.v
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A task group from this division will attack to the west
on-l November selze the village of KOKUMBONA and drive
the enemy beyond the POHA RIVER 1n order to secure the
airfield from 1ong range artillery:

Time 6f bttack: 0630 1'November‘
Line of @eparture: MATANIKAU RIVER
Formation: ’ Column of regiments, 5th Marines

in agsault,

(2). 5th Marines - Attack to the west on a front of

approxlimately 1500 yards with right flank on the coast.

Maln effort along the high ground in center of zone.

(b) 24 Marines (Reserve) — Follow attack moving in right
of 5th Marines zone. Be prepared to attack on the left

of the 5th Marines or to effect a relief for the contlnua-
tion of the attack on order,

(¢) Whaling Group - Move out along the.high ground
south of 5th Marines zone of advance. Agssist the advance
of 5th Marines. Protect left (south) flank, .

‘(d) 1lth Marines - Support the attack placing mass of

fire initially in the zone of advance of 5th Marinese
Displace to ‘the west as necessary to ilnsure continuous
support of the attack by at least two battalions up to
the line of the POHA RIVER.

(e) First Marine ALir Wing'— Supoort the attack by bombing'
and strafling hostile posltions wlth particular reference

-to. troop concentrations and field batteries, Conduct

battle reconnalssance, Provide artillery snotting plane

. on call llth Marines.i,

{f) lst Engineer Battalion - On night D-1 day throw four
_assault bridges across MATANIKAU RIVER at points designated
by CO 5th Marines. On D-day construct temporary vehlcular

bridge to accomodate division loads near mouth of river.
Attach demolitlon detachment to 5th Marines.

(g) Advance Naval Base -~ Be prepared to provide on call '

maximum number of landing craft available for use in

supply and evacuation and movement of troops by waters

(x) (1) Maximum use wlll be made of air and artillery
qupports Artillery and mortar fire will be placed upon
sach oblective prior to its assault and upon each wooded

ravine or streamline suspected of hostlle occupation

priogx to 1ts passage by the infantry.
Q -2~ ANNF‘{ &
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(2) Anti-mechanized defense in depth will be provided along
the coastal road in the right of the 5th Marines zone,

(3) Contact with the beach will be maintalned at all times.
4, Administrative detalls later,

S5s¢ Signal Communication Annex A.
BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL VANDEGRIFT:
G, C. THOMAS,

Colonel, U,S, Marine Corps,
Chilef of 8taff,

Annexeé:
A — Bignal Communication

Digtribution: Special

DFFICTIAL:

M, Be TWINING,
LtCol., USMC,
D=3
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108/222 First Marine Division,
Fleet Marine Force,
C/o Postmaster, San Francisco, California.

30 October, 1942,

MEMORANDUM FOR: All Units, ' Y

Le In preparation for the attack scheduled 1 November
the following changes in dispositions will be effected:

(a) Beginning morning 31 October 5th Marines move
to line of departure. Regimental Headquarters and 2d Bn 7th
Marines and &4 Bn lst Marines withdraw to LUNGA .POINT and take
over 5th Marines Sector,

(b) Beginning afternoon 31 October 24 Marines (less
34 Bn) move to bivouac area vicinity 74.0 - 20045, '

(c) In order to protect crossings of the MATANIKAU
RIVER 34 Bn 7th Marines and 3d Bn lst Marines will each leave
in place a covering detachment of the battalion heavy weapodns
company « : : . _

() During hours of darkness 164th Infantry will
malntain two companles as mobile reserve for support of sectors

east of LUNGA RIVER,

(e) During hours of darkness €O, 3d 'Defense Battalion
will direot lst Ploneer Battalion to maintain two companies
as moblle reserve for support of sectors weet of LUNGA RIVER,

M. Bs TWINING,
D3
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gasEns } - . Pirst Marine Division
C Fleet Marine Force :
%Postmaster, San Francisco
California

30 October; 19423

ANNEX "A" TO DIV OPN ORDER 1342
SIG ColM

Map;  Map lO4‘Lﬁnga Area 1:20,750
le (a) See Opn Order.

(b) CP locations to be reported when initially
established and after each displacement,

‘2, Use all practicable agencles sig com. See SOPCOM 4.
Gomplete ins tallations by 18005 31 October,

3. (a) sig Co establish Div Adv Cen Vicinity

" present 33 Bn lst Marines CP.

(b) WIRE CoOM

- (1) sig Co 1nqtall and maintain 2 wire 11nes
dlreot from Div CP to Div Adv Mag Cen, Install tp sbd with code
name TEXAS FORWARD, Establish wire com with 3@ Bn 7th Marines
(Whaling Group) CP and with 7th Marines GP, Lay two wire
lines to initial CP of 5th Marines, and one wire. line to 1nitial
CP of 2d Mariness. Assist in maintenance wire lines from TEXAS
FORWARD to CP. regt in assault. R : : 4

' : (2) 5th Narlnes extend and. maintain two wire
lines reooived from TEXAS FORWARD from 1n1t1al CP. Sig Go '
will assist in malntenance.~-

- (5) 2d Marines extend and maintain &me wire line
reoeived from TWXAS FORWARD from 1n1t1d1 CP. - '

(4) Whaling Group extend and naintain one wire
line recelved from TEXAS FORWARD from initial’ CP. ag far as

practicable, Thereafter cstablish wire com. with left as)ault
bn of aﬂsuult regt when eituation permits. ©, :

(5) lst Engr Bn establish and naintaln wire com
with T‘TXAS F‘ORWARD. S, .
4
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(¢) RAD COM (1Y In accordanb§ with following chart:

3
il
=l

} :CALL: P : : EMERG
ORGANIZATION : ¢33 1 4 : 2
i : ¢ 71 ¢ 5 P8y 3
: 12355 1 7T 8
| = : ¢+ 5715 + @ :4:68 5
CG 15T MAR DIV t MDI: X  X. $ : X
- DIV ADV MSG CEN . AMC: W : R
OTH MARINES ' ¢ MAE: X ¢ X : s X 3 E
2D MARINES s ART: X ¢+ Y P X 5
WHALING GROUP. ¢ WGR: X .+ Z s X & E
11TH MARINES . : DEV:e X ¢+ L ¢+ X ¢ : E
1ST MARATIRWING ' ¢ MAR: L ¢ X : : E
SUPPORT PLANE COMDR : SPL: ¢ X s : R
RCN PLANE - :*RPL s Xo8 H :
ARTY SPOT PLANE - (HigP: : s X : -
~ ATR LN PTY (if provlded).*APY. s X 3 : : E
13T ENGR BN + NGR: W K : : E
ADVANCED NAVAL BASL i ANB: W ¢ : B : E
BOATS ¢ BTS: ¥ ¢ Pt Y e

Units use calls and frequencies asqigned in SOT for com
within unit.
#If more than one plane add 1, 2, 3, etcs to assigned call,
W Establish continuodus watch whenever wlire com not avallable.
Continuous watch during opne
When committed to action.
When working with aircraft.
Listening watch only.
Emergency net. Any unit may shift. to work DIV in this
net 1n an emergency. = . ,

Ht*NF<N

. (2) Maintain RAD SILENCE (continuous listening
watch) except for operational check, par x(5), or in emergency,
until hour of atk. Thereafter no restrictions,

(a) vIs coMm |
- Sig Co establish vis sig station vicinity KUKUM
by 0630 1 Nov for com with unit vis stas along beach west of
MATANIKAU. '
(e) PANEL COM

y o Use lst Mar Div Simplified Air-Ground Panel
Code Nos 1, '

: - (f) PYROTECHNICS ~ Following special Pyrotechnic
Code assigned Tor this Opn only.

§ T
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By Ground Unlts.

ADSISTANCW REQUI EDocooo-ooo;oo- REEN STAR OLUSTER .
ATTACKED BY STRONG ENEMY FORCE.:.AMBER STAR PARACHUTE
LIFT GUNFIRE.A.).O&ooﬁhogaoc-.o-oCREpN STAR PARACHUTE
SEND BOATSQ;00-00-000onoonow.mo.oAMBER STAR GLUSTER .
AM ATLACKINGODQ.IQC..OOOO.t'aatt.WHITE STAR GLUSTER
(FOR LOCAL USE OF UNITS)ee..,....WHITE STAR PARACHUTE
BOATS LAND HWREQQQDQOOOl'!.l.o.o.WHITE VERY STAR K
(FOR LOCAL USE OF UNITS).4.......RED YERY STAR
“MPRGhVCY IDENTIFICATION SIGNAL..GREEN VERY STAR

By Alrcraft

R%¥D VERY LIGHT. Display Front Line Company
, Headquarters marking panels. -
WHITE VERY LIGHT Signal Understood (or if no

signal has been made) Display
Identificatlon Panelse.

‘(x)(l) Following map reference point designations assigned

for uge of all units.

POINT - COORDINATES POINT COORDINATES
A-firm . 71 ,6-200,4 D-og }65.1—202;5;
‘B-aker 70,6~201.2 E~asy (70.8-199.8)"
C-ast g (63.9-202,8) '

(2) Password Tor opn - Current dally paqsword._

(3) Make maximum use PREARRANGED MSG CODE. Following addi-.

tional meanings asslgred:

Prep Afirm Afirm..............AIRCRAFT

Prep Fox Afirm (time/time)....FRI"NDLY PLAN?S WILL BE
. IN AIR (FROM TO_ )

PPPp Roger QMP@n..............REQUWSm

(4) Use CSP 488 (M-94), CSP 1569/1370 2) or CSP 1249(A) Wlth

Div for encrypted msgs.

(5) Task groups check into Dlv 2586 and 3725 kes nets prior
1600, 31 Oct. ' ,

(6) Special Flag Signal — Unit with .right (north) flank
resting on beach ‘be prepared to display large RED with WHITE

 center signal flag to mark limit of advance for boats, or

o naval gunfire support ships if naval gunflre gupport
provided.

G ANNEX A uivis
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(7) Pay partloular attention to GROUND~AIR~BOAT Emergency
Challenge and Recognition Signals._

4, Units responsible for own suooly durling opn,
5. (a) Index No. 4-42 to SOI applies except as modified above.
{b) Use local (LOVE) zéne time. .

(¢c) Task Groups synchronlze watches with Div (TEXAS) telephone
operator, : "

:BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERA31VANDEGRIFT:

- G. C. THOMAS, -
Golonel, U. S« Mﬂrine Corps,
Chief of Staff

Distribution:
Same as Opn Ord

OFFICTIaAL:

M, B. TWINING,
LtCol., USHC,
D=3
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, ANNEX N
INTELLIGENCE

Introductlon

mhe f]fth and final phase of the Guadaloanal Operatlon
of the Pirst Marine Division Reinforced, embracing all ,
activities in the area following the arrival of the Seventh
Marines until the withdrawal of the Fifth Marines, in point
- of time covers the longest perlod to be dosignwted in a
distinct phase While a2 busy term in all aspects of the
campalgn, in the intelligence field 1t was & period of
development and exploitation of already existing instrumen-
talities, rather than one of establishing new ageneles for
information gathering. The following paragraphs will
briefly outline the course of events and show thelr bearing
on intelligence activities, llkewlse how‘intelligénce material
affected the conduct of the Division's mission. A recapltula-
tlon of the gources of enemy information’ and intelligence -
‘tasks of Divisional, attached, allied and subordinate units
ag they functioned in the final phase will summarize this’
report, concluding with comments on the mistakes and short-
comings of the intelligence set up, along with suggectionﬂ
for 1mprovoments in Iuturo operations. _ . :

' ORDER OF EVENTS

The ni@ht of 20 Soptember, Junt two days after thu 7th
Marines had landed, the Jsps attacked northward along a rildge
held by the 3rd battalion of the newly arrived regiments Two
companies were cut off from each othet and ‘communications
knocked outs All the usual cunning and wiles used by the,
enemy 1in earlier battles were agaln displeyed. TIn-reporting
this action to D-2, the Battallon Intelligence, Officer of
thig unit noted that most of hig fellow offiéeérs were impregsed
with the fact that the Japs did not take advantage of chances
for damage., Tergets. that were avallable were ignored, and
there was a lot of firing wilth apparently little damage.

- In commenting, the Bn-2 stated that there seemed to be no
purpose to the rald other than to harass or possibly to fool
out new troops Just put on the line. ' o

. On Oct. 2 a reconnalssance misﬁion under the direction

of Major Johh V. Mather, AIF, who had come ashore with the

7th Marines and was attached to D=2 immediately because of

his previous expeerience in the Solomons, set out for Malaita,
investigate the possibility of and to arrange with the
1endlyinative% for the elimination of a Janynp>e coas?t

watching station of 22 men with a radio transmitter. Thls

was reported at Cape Astrolabe on tndt igland. The pvarty
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completed their reconnaissance by October 7 hav1ng contacted
-the native headmah and reliable members of the local constabu-
larye. The sequel to this mission was written on Novomber 5
when ‘a Marine patrol operatlng out of Tulugi against Cape .
Aqtrolabe completely wiped out the post at O8OO having killed
19 Japs, taken one wounded prisoner and wounded the remaining
two escapees whom the natives were rounding up in the bush.
Tha radio eouipment and documents were taken, 1ntact and. all
rifles, machine gung, and ammunitioh were captured. By care-
ful planning, rrconnqiseence, and correct periodlc roporting
from the natives through the coasgt watcher station on Mrlaitz
no casuzlties were, suetuined on this operjtion., ' -

By October 2 it had become upparont that the Catholic”
priests and nuns in hiding at Tangarare would have to be
evacuated from Guadalcanal for thelr own safety. Many .
communications from the coast watcher at Lavoro Pasas station
and also from the watcher. in the central mountain fagstness
of the island had been received asking aid for the clerics and
the Bishop who was reported ill. Consequently, the first
of the coastal salling schooners to be placed ﬂt the dlsposal
of* the CG, lst MarDiv., and to be adminlstered by the D=2,
was digpatched on the afternoon of,Qctober from the Naval
Operating Bage at Lunga Polnt to- Tangarare for the purpose
of evacuating 7 nuns, 5 priests, and the Bishop. ‘Returning
to Lunga' the afternoon of 4 October, the priests and nuns were
transferred to the USS Fomslhaut,;. unloading cargo at the timey
for transportation -to Noumeas The Bilsghop and some native -
nuns were transported to Malatia per their requeste At thils.
time the Mesars. Ruocades and: Schroder closed their. coast
watching station at Lsvoro and came in to the DSIO ‘gtation at
Lunga, because’ Jepqnesc patrolling from Visg ale_hadvmade the
situation untenable. L . ' ' '

. With tois ploneer voyage of the auxillcry Vegsel Ramnda,

a word must be said about the employment of the four, small
boats which came und r thé aegis of the D-2, To the long -
account of yeoman!s service in. which the Rum"dﬁ was ueed,.‘

arrying supplies of varlous coast watchers, rescuing. stranded
and wounded pilots from remote havens where frlendly natives
had cared for them after crashes and forced landings, and re-
connaissance missions to other islands, including # trip around
to the south side of Guadalcanal 1dland, must be added to the
many coastwise trips of the A.V. Mendana, the A.V, Nanui, -
ahd the AV, Reb Roye. All of these were rescued from disuse,
after thelr owners in the ‘Solomen Islands were forced to hide
them frow the Jans, and upon being rehabllitated by the Allied
forces’at Guadalcanal, were individually presgsed 1nto sorvice
Pas they became available, _
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-~ From Ootober & to OOtober 9 the enemy wag’ engagcd in an
" ‘operatioi along the east bank of the Matanikau. River which was
- of particular significance 1o, the Intelligence Section of the
‘Division in that enemy documents of inestimable value were
captured, ‘turned in to the- Divisj~n Japenese Interpreter,
‘and translateds While a detachment of lst Marine Raider
[Bﬂttelion and 34 Battallon, 5th Marines added to their list
cof conmendable accomplishments 1in. practically annihilating-
an enemy force estimated at one company, firmly ‘entrenched
in well prepsared positions and protected from all sides by
their machine gun-fire, the real value- of: this engagement-
a8 in the captured enemy-operation order which revealed ..
that the Japs were sending reinforcements and supplies-to.
their tronps on .Guadalcanal every night., -This information,
belated as 1t was, nevertheless enabled the UeSe Naval
forceg in the Sﬁuth Pacific, to whom 1t was immedlately .
communicated, tn intercept the large Japanese task force which
they blasted and destroyed behind Savo Island the night of
october ll~12. . I ) . L

Patrolling activities bJ members of the D—2 Section, which
had been discontinued after the dlsastrous patrol led by -
Colonel Goettge, weré resumed at the end of -September, when
Pfce Wendling- and Private Massaro of Division Intelligence
accompanied three members of the 1st Raider Bn on a reconn-—
alssanée misgsion in the Aola - Xo6i1lotumaria reglon east of
Lungae. The party was under the command of Pl.Sgt. Pettus of
the Ralders and was gulded by tws of Capt. Clemens' native
police boys, Andrew and Danlel,* the chief scout, Landing
from & Higgins boat near the qovernment Station at Aola .
the party went: inland and westward to Gurabusu, where they -
split in two groups, with Raiders, a D-2 man, ahd a native
scout 'in each unit,. The.purpose of the mission: wgs to-dleg
cover the strength of an enemy ehcampment believed £0. be .in
the vicinity of Kollotumarla. -The enemy was not to be
engaged and ‘the party's presence was necessarily . to be kept
seeret, = One group moving on to- the village of Gegende was

alded by the addition of two native scouts who were more
famliliar with the territory to be patrolled than eithcr
Daniel or AndreW.

% Ople Andrew Langabaea (Malaita) and Gplm Deniel Pule
(Roviana) remained at*Aola in September and October direoting
gscouts’in W, sector under the. direqtion of Captain Clemense. -
They. provided guides and. carriers” frqnthe Gurabusa clean-up,
secured beaches fro preliminlry reconnaiesance patrols),
watched over GoVPrnment property, etc.“ Daniel returned to .
Lunga 1n Nevember- became QM. Sergeant of .cannibal’ battalion.
g.@rew r ained at Aola.} -Both:were’ awarded B.E+Me by Resldent
ommigsidner, Andrew, the military man, 1s belleved promoted
to Sgte Major of augmentcd police. Daniel is the chief clerk
and scholar ®f the group, typlst, recorder,. his torian, linguist,

-—-——-——-l
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Pvt. Massarc states that in reconhcitering the Jap camp at
Koilotumaria village the party was at ‘times within 200 yards
of -the enemy. ” They were thus able to not only locate him -
but to estlnate his.. strengtb, The units Jolned up at Aola
and- returned ‘to camp by .boat, which came to pieck them up -
at an appointed time. The success of this mlssion without
casualties.was in a large measure due to the splendid
cooperation of the hative constabulary acting as guldes “and-
thelr ability to recruit other boys on the spot for local o
scouting. ,;' ‘ , _ ,
Based on the findings of this patrol a midsion to wipe
out the enemy encamped at Koilotumarisa was, .planned and
undertaken on October 7 by Captain Clemens plus a force of
native police. boys and. Marines, inrluding Pfc. Wendling 5
as a representative from D-2s The fnrece arrived at Aola by
boat ldte 'that night, where Captain Clemens' native avent,
Eroni, later to become a coast, watcher ‘and scout at Marau
Sound, informed them of the unchanged eneny situation
<Eroni -and Pfce He M. Adanms of the Merines had proceeded to .
A~la on October 2 to await the first Gurabusu patrol. -

- anough the use of Captain Clenens radio trsnstitter

at Aola, hidden from the Japs, the ‘Division Command Post .

was kept informed of the progress of the patrol, A message:

on October 11lth to Golonel Bugkley from Clemens. dramatically

tells the story of this combined intelligence and combBat

patrols = Y1110 action Gurabusu completed X Captain Stafford

USMC killed in action X one other slight casualty X Enemy .
 taken completely by surprise X 2 transmitter recelver sets

captured also maps and documents X one 8mm rMachine gun X.

all appear to be naval personnel X 1o contact with Hill

since yesterday X L o . .

. .’;-.; .- :
P .

: Usin* the designation ELT and’ later ZGJ 4 both dt Aola
and at Marau, this radlo station carried on' ‘a1l the functions,
of a coast watcher inoluding reports of observations, patrol
reports, rescue of fliers, etc, | . .

A long . felt: need for motor tropedo bont's ‘An- the 801omons s
Islands deferise’ ares ‘was fidally filled ‘on the morning of - -
October l2th,,when 4 PTe, -were towed into Tulagi harbor;.

- their cperating ‘bases: ‘This advance echelon of MTB- Squadron ;
#3 werit into actlon early “the morning ofOctober l4th, The =~
first dramatic repOrt of action from COMTBRON ‘- -3 directed
to CTF=82, info COM GFN CACTUS, reads "Attacked ‘enemy force
of 4 cruisers and 7 or 8 destroyers in Savo Sound with 4 - °
motor torpedo boats at 0300/14, Two MTBs got in attack X
fsresprobably hit one crulser X raked bridge and put out light
on one destroyer X met vigorous fire from destroyers X one
PT chaged by 2 DDs uged FS smoke and depth charpes to escape,. -

-------- "o Theregafter squadron 3 operated on\manﬁ striking,.”
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‘patrolling and defensive missions in the lower Solomonse

- Through- thelr tireless efforts a great many of the enemyls

' “attempts 1o reinforce hls 'positions and weaken his opponents!
~were thwarted. -On call from Base Radio Giudalcanal the®
squadron received its orders from Radio Tulagi and made its
reports to. the Commanding General, Guadalcanal, throush

. these channels, .

: he morning of Clemens! return to Lunga with the D=2

~elements of this Gurabusu patrol, October 13th, witnessed
the disembarkation.of the U,S. Army's first ‘troops participating

~1n thp Solomons! campalgn. . The 164th Infantry Regiment, U,

Sels; was sent ag the forward echelon of the Americal:Division,
locatéd in Woumea under tie command of Major General &. We
Patche This was the -Division which would eventually replace
‘the 'Flrst- Marine Pivision-and would be the dominating .
element of Army Forces at Guadalaanal under the command of

Major General M., F, Harmon, ' o S e

It was a day of great. excdtsment for all hande-on the -
1sland, and gave the army regiment: its baptism of fire-with-
out.delay. ,At two minutes- past-noon, Henderson Field and
Lunga were subjlected to. a sevére alir raid by 22. bombers :

- wlth fighter coverage, ‘Cactus aviation, not having sufficlent
. notification, wereunikble to get planes up to intsrcept, . The
runway and taxl way werd damaged, 5000 gallons of gasoline
- were destroyed,. and twelve planes on thé ‘ground were .damaged.
At 1350 a SQCQnd?raidfby>251b0mber5*damage@ the runwaye .

- Continued enemy activity in increasing volume was indlcated
when the Redar picked up encmy planes at 0108 on the.d4th,

At 0138 enemy naval gunfire was ptmred into Guadalcanal =

from two or three ships off Savo Island, one of them probably
a battleship. The destruction of grounded planes and the
-neutralizing of the airfield was all but completed, 'Frag-
ments found for days after indicated that 14 inch shells
. had been fired at Lunga from 0138 t¢ approximately 0315
. Single enemy planes continued ‘to drop bombs through the
night until about 0500. 'The l4th bBrought more enemy air .
activity, bombing;raids,‘plus«enemy*figld“artillery reported
bytartillery and infantry .OPs to be firihg from.a position
~at the:base of Polnt Cruz... Allied &oast watchers in the ‘
Northern Solomons gave warning.of ‘a large convoy on the way '
~south to Guadalcanal, as well as other warships in the vicinity.
From Ol05 ‘to 0220, on the 15th shelling Trom ernemy warships,
probably crulgers and .destroyers, was resumed. . At dawn
observers and air patrols reported five enemy trangports
unloading troops and cargo off XKokumbona to the west, pro-~
tected by a force of destroyerse. The limited local air
force was‘ablevto‘launoh two attacks agalnst this shipping
early 1n the morning, damaging and eventually destroying
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three of the transports.~ It is noteworthy that tne D~2
jobservers at the left O.P.: .were. able to give. the command post
. a complete report of ‘the coastw1se activities,.. ;and most .
“Important they determined the location of the unloading at a, -
“point west of- Tassafaronga rather than &t Yskumona and as- -
‘certained. the humber of ships to be sixl  Correct information
facilitated later strikes made by Cactus alrcraft and the

Army planes which were: rushed up to assist, .It also 1ndicated’
~ the immediate danger to the western flank of the! perimeter
defense by locating the. landing point, probably bivouac areay .

‘ dnd distance of the. enemy from our lines. i R

y " Besides the comforting obs ervations that three and possibly
four of the. enem ‘sbips ‘were. rendered a total loss by. alrcraft
before the o% serVers' eyes,. was the evidénce. that.they could
“hhve unloaded; only in. part.. Based on the.8 hours- available .
_between 0230.and 1030 for. unloading and on. the estimated
chass and capacity of /each of. the six trahgports, . a potcntial
“troop. carrying capacity and’ maximum figure for troops landed
- (100% disembarkation) was estimated, --Though it was almost.
“certain that nelther all the. troops nor. much -of the. cargo.
‘were landed, the outside limit on. personnel Tanded was set
“at 6,200." From earlier égtimates. of enemy strength on.

’quadalcanal ‘taking into account the lesser landings, which

~had"” been effected 1t was estimated .that from 12,000 to.
”15 009" fully equipped troops were there on October 15th.
lIn the 24°holirs Just completed at least 8 transports . .
and’ as many warships were. sunk ar damaged by aerial attack
arOLnd Guadalcanal and .to,the North. _

‘ OppositiOn to this mid~October landina continued the‘
jfollowing day when a destroyer, the USS McFarland, ‘was -called
‘upon, to-shell, the enemy positions and dumps in the area of the
‘new .landingss It arrived® at Lunga about 0800 on ‘the l6th.._-
‘Oaptain WeF.M. Clemens and David Trench. of. the B.S WIePe <
‘Defense Forces with an artillery liaigon officer and a D=2. - .
‘observer went aboard to direct. the,attack on strwtegic targetsa
They were qualified for the job by a good knowledge of the
coastal area plus the possession of aerial photos with targets
- designated by Sgt. Stanely, the first D-2 photo interpretera

A similar mission was sent to shell enemy positions both to
the east and west of Henderson Field in Degember. Cactus
aviation continued ‘attacks on enemy; troop concentrations
‘supply dumps, gun emplacements, and on- landing bargee which

had collected around. the .ravaged transports beached at. .
Tagsafarongay ‘Aerial photos were proving their worth . An' the
number of targets they provided for naval gunfire and aviation
-attacks.

Two more events occured in the middle of October wroth
noting for thelr importance as intelligence activitilese
- o
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ﬁPermiSsion was granted at thib time to a natiVe police boy

who had’ nade gome very Valuable observatinns -and ‘proposalgy -
“ 407 také-a- handful of meh and wipe out the ‘Japatieae-coast,
~“watehing: post” operating YR hig rooales : Thé Aeputdtion rew-
" crulted: from hatives 1ivingiin-the Cape Hunter district oft
FGuaddlcanal were armed ‘with- captured enemy: weapsnsang: in
“'short ordér ‘anhihileted: the 9 man-watching and radio post
that had beeén set up on- e headland at. Cape Huhter. :There
wére not more than-a dozen police boys nil: thls migsinf: and
ithey operated without™ casuqlty under  the- supervigion o of rthe
+leading- local" cor\stable° “THe beélated report: ‘of “thig: ‘agtion
“'received by radion’ fron-26J4 on November 3rd. -readdgs M9 -
“Japs at Veuru-were kﬁllcd by lncdl people other gide: X Oth,
escaped X captiured 9. rifled, 9 pilstols: and -l machine gun pyt v -
out of order X burned all nunitionsg X no wlreless Lcund X

2 of " the-killers’ roported’ this X killed Wednesday last wcek
' (.08 October') x ‘?LT 1415/3"

-~

mowml

" The ctber undertaking at this tine wa.g - the catrnl sent'
“out to the Russéll Iglands™under-the command”of -LteDeCe . - 717"
“Horton, RANVR, -6f thé coast. watching system, with Lte :Ae
.;Anderson, RANVR, alsn. AT the DSIO officey ‘assistings Setting
~outt frof Lunga with a small’ complement of men In.a Higgins - ,
“bogt about October 12the; the missien wms’th. obtaln information .
“regarding-eneny ‘activity.- on: the Russelle’ Greup-and. at the same
ﬁtimo*cstablish a radic coast watchln7 poqt 1n the islands.

The sccond part pf their missicn was defeated by an v
~acclident which occurred upen the landing in the Rusaell :
“Islandgs: -Due to. insufficlent care in wrapping’and. careless—
nesg in handling,-the radion recelver~transriitter was:-dropped

in the surf while being unloaded, a vital instrument of our
"wareffort thereby belhg put out- of ocomnisslon, " Sihce no
sword'was’received by radio:from this party and supplies were.
glinited a boat was Sent tc evacuate them on the 18th. o -

"By " contccting the- natives who were friendly, much valuable
Sinformatinn. was- obtatned. regirding enemy movements in¥the.
~Bolomonss Among other‘things 1t was learnéd-thiat grouph
“of ‘from: 200 t0 400 Jape: arrived- by- snall ‘Poats and barges’ from
"New’ Georgla:at nights  Thése groups wore- ré-embarked from. the:,
~=Russell Islands, -gometimes  the sane- ‘night: they" errived, going

ft0.the weat'énd of-Guadalcanal. "Available’ gag and’ oil:stores
“iidden by loyal:natives, and-excéllent” anchcrages were: noted
by the patrolling party, who reported back on 19 Octcbero

A later: intelligence missibn conducted by Lt. Horton
wag-undeftaken on November:l rlporting hueh enemy: activity ‘and
# logcating many strateglc positions on Isabel Island where they
landedyon November 2. The following day the party went over
to thé Ruasell Iglands for additinnal enemy infcrnwtion and
returned to Lunga Point on ‘the 4th,

w7~  ANNEX N Tk

L



The qrrival of Colonel By F. Carlson, OO of thb 2nds- Marine

“Ralder Battalion, at ‘Guadaldanal on October -22°f6r n consule .
tation.with the Division:Command, portended the . emplnyment

of thdt.raider ‘group in ‘the Solomons operations’ The original
plaf to ‘uge .the Raiders gs a giqnt oombat patrol which would
land at. Bo«ufort Ray on. "the west ‘coast of :the 1sland and push .
‘its. waJ ‘north.’ throuon fhe ooastal ‘settlementd.and then. ealt~g~
wabd, desuroylng ho @nemy. pushlng him back toward.the Marines'
western flank, and’ J1Qbfﬂptin° Lis concentrated effnrt against |
the- oefen e line ‘on thig flank was ‘workeéd out in dotail.L
Maps - and aorlal photOS and n031acs were furnsilied the 8o 3lonel
for th;s nigs 1on, ‘and” arragéments to use native: ‘sdouts angd ..
carriers were .mgdes. Two days ldter Curlson left for the Now
Hebrldrq bage where his” uroooq ‘were ., camped, with Major-Mather
aoconoanyin( hin to act’as’ lialoon with the-natives: tnroughout
the under?t akln& nnﬂ“BVuo,Ma oaro ag the D~2 Obdé TVETe

L;lue '43t>anfq rmen*Aof these plnns nnd the uoexof thu Po1dors
on’an.entire ely ﬂ:fferent nisQion wa'g dictated by a ne ocssity
whlcb roce w1th new developnents in tne Guodalcanql situation.
'HA_mmaller reconnalgsance patrol of this area, however,
“was ‘substitiuted .and’ executed-between November: 18, and:-the 30th,
when the men reported ‘back; at Lunza: frofi their: operational .'u
‘bage at Braufart ‘Boy. -1st,Lieatenant F. T, Flo-of :the 164th
Infwntry, UeSe Army. ‘was deupatohed ‘with' 17 men and a. force of

native . scouto ‘and. carriers ‘aboard the. schooner Ramadea on the B
earllpr date, equipped with- rations, maps, ‘aeérial photosg,:. (
etCe dIns addition ‘to thelir experiencés and suco@sqful'oontacts
with two €dall fdrces &f the-enémy, the patrol made:a very .
thorough and wvaluable reconnalgsance of the coast from. Tambugu
in Tildvo Bay ‘to. Aruligo Pnint on the north coast. Following a
is Lta Flo‘s intelligence summary of his Job. ~ _;,»: P

. "From the 1nformation collected it 1s my . contention that
thers are approximately 2500 ~ 3000 Japa. in the area from - .
Maravovo. 32 Aruligos Thesé however are doing-nothing in; the
way of figh%ing, but are doing some buillding in: the; bush,:

© Phey are made uplof strong points’ along the way: and - don't
seem to havé too mich contact with each others . ‘Some.are -
Marines and othérs are- soldiers. Most of ‘the Japs+I belleve
ars .concentrated . in the Visale = Aruligo. areas. They: stay- away
from the' beaches, at least as fakr back as-the.lush begins,
and ale . never more than 1% miles back into the. busha ; Aerial
machine zun. fire ,any farther back from* the: baach than 2 miles
would oertq1nly hit natives ‘instéad of Japd. ‘fhey.are:in
good condition.and geém to have Plenty of ammunition ‘to.waste.
‘The natives in back of Visale are dstarving due to the-Japs
“ra¥ding.their gardens and should be - given food, - The natives
cannct’ be rocommended t0n highly -for their scouting abilitles
- and should be glven evary consideratinn by the American soldiers.
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Autivitiés on the 24th “ 25th were. limited for the most
pert to:agrial strofing and bomblmg. by SBD¥s on designated.
targetd; located. by: patrols and- obqervero, to artillery. and p
mortar Auels. on -thé western front;. and much -patrolling activ— .
1ty-by both.gided» ~There was .one.enemy bayopnet charge tow&rd'
morﬁing'Which wmﬂvnto“poa with slight casualty .to the. def\nda
ing forcex thacn: appeafed thuu the-enemy was drawlng. back:
his forward ¢tne~ &Lt@“ pe dﬂyq of uns UCLGJQLUl fightings

PR

ﬂa%dhdgy*@otobe r 25, known in tho Division Command Post

Cag fdug-oud San ..... ay" was one of continuous. enemy aerial activ-..
1ty cver ‘the - ‘“fé arga» With one oombinz mission in mide ..
mornihg, Jap f* nting: “ianec‘w re over the alPP’Q 4 at

ir "~Ql:mr‘_pt:”‘ijs during. avligbb hourqh':”nrlr dive‘ '
bombersi and reconnalssance pTanes also ‘had midsions over
Guadalcanal, and in -the clash with the defending air:and
AAiforCes@ the onemy qut 17 fivhterv and 5’ neavv bombers.

n>panﬂqe, »«ay foroes aporoaching Guadalcanal from )
varidbus quarber wthat day-were, successfully held off by . e
Tighiter and ‘bomber . planess - Much damage was inflicted on. the
ships, forcing them to withdraw without ‘having fulfilled ‘their:
missione . The D=2 journal Tor October 25 records.a .continous,
stream of. enemy ailrcraft and Shlp warninvs, beginning at 0715,
and ‘ending .about.l900, from . the coa ast matohrrs located along’
the Cactus; Express Route all the. way from BTU.at.Buka Passage
to ZGJ-4 nt Marau Sound. Together with the Cactus bombihg
and fi@hrer plane: reports relayed to D-2 from Alr Wing
Intelligence. at Henderson Field ard the radio intercept. P
warnings -be 1atbdly recelved from ComSoPac, a complete, ple-. /. "~
ture:of encmy activity around -and- over Guadaloanal was.
avwilgble Lhroughout tho day.e o - R -

Am\ricwn Navql forces und oarrinr ba od. aircrﬂft ccrried
on a running bottle with thesc off—Guadaloanal enemy- fOPOOQE;,

on October 26th in the major engagement subsequently known,ffvf. ¥

as: the Battle of-3anta’Cruz. . It definitely thWthed the Jap
aimg o soften up. the Gu%dalpnnal fortroq& for a”f;n,; L
overThroW;v P A I AT . .

ate on the night .of Octobor Nb~26, in - surpriﬂe qhift
of empnusis, the enemy-, troops launches ‘a new drive -of con-
siderﬂblb slze on the southern front where Huﬂd@FGOH Field
was closest ‘to the lineg and where an. attack was-least ex—
pecteds ‘A regiment .of Army troops and ‘battadioh .of the . VthA
Mzrines défending this .sector sucoessiully wiﬁb%toq& Bll .
efforts to. crack the defense pepimetpr for. threée' succes slve
nightss The diminishing force with which these attacks
w whached indicated that enemy strength was wanlng and
s?ggly pF¥oblems were becoming insuperable in the Japs posltions
An army survey in front of the lines on the ZOth made a - :
final estimate of l$ enemy dead on a front defg ded by

i - -‘
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" The nqtive trails are. narrow but offer goodrconcealnent.

_'Stroamg and rivers are egsily fordable andgpotablsu-'There is
a'good” automobile road: fron.Naro to- Visale, which probably

~ extends evén'ag far as the Matanikau: River. . The best landing

““for Americah ¥roops would .be at Bahi ag 1t affords a gond base
_for opératitng, . Maravovo can bé reaghed from. there 1n two

r"hours, Potable water ls plentifuland concealment. is ood“

, Velaabla information regarding the terrain, villages, _

~ good landings and anchorages was récorded by small patrolg

.sent out firom the Beaufort:Bsy base. : A further service was
rrendered in. br‘ncing to’ headquarters Fe ther Emery De XKlerk, S.M.,
~of #the Catno‘jo Migsion wno had- béen’ hiding and. obverving in
~the nlL‘s west 6f Lungas : Insteédd: of belrig evacuated with the
rest’ of “the mleq1qnerles, Father De Klerk chose to remaln and
offer his services .as watcher in the hills and later as & '
“Pecrulter of native labor for the Allied’ foroes on .Guadalcanal.
“‘Hisg knowledge of the - natives -and terrain to the west. of Lunga
‘alsor ‘gontributed to -the: 1ntelligence pioture and to the evantualv
_clean up, of Jﬂos by the U. S. Army.~ e '

_ ~Jap- lwndings to tne wesm during the 1"lrst half of Oct.»
were preparatory to’ the grand scele push against the Lunga
Point defense. perimeter ‘with Henderson Air Field as the Ultia
mate goal, undertaken by the:enemy betweer Octs 23 and- Octeir
26, Though small . skirmishes Between Marines and the'enemy 00—
curred almost continuously throughout the month" along the .
‘Matanikau, engagements in which eneny tanks op armored vehlcles
were glimpsed as early.as October 19th when one was knocked
out, the actual drive agatnst Lunga began the nlght . of the
23rds Heavy mortar.and ‘machine gun- fire from the enemy:
commenced abput 1830. ~An artillery bombardment beginning
shortly before this time was reported by phone to. be falling
short. of: Lts Cols McKelvey 8 lines where the 3rd Bn., 1lst
‘Marines were defending the river bank. . Artillery fire. from-
at least three big guns was coming over the. Command Post. and. -
falling on Henderson Field all thisg while, a repetition of the
bombardment delivered the- night before when the prs failed
to follow up with any kind of an attaok.,._,_ D R

Throuvhout the night of. Oct.'23~24, the Marines held the i
Mauanikau agalnst every enemy attempt to cross. . Tanks. trying -
td break through were repulsed by 37mm dntintank guns; and. the -
75mm half tracks. - On .the following artornoon SDPC,al Weapons.
"B reported 9 large Jap tanks knocked dut. - But mpatrol of
the ‘battle aréa made three ddys: later ¥y membere of..the-defend-
1ng 3rd Bn., lst Merineg .counted-a totdl of 12. Two were iden-
tified (by careful noting of details and cataloguing in Army -
Trzining Manual 30-480) as Tankettes Ishikawalima, model
2588 (1 38). The remainder were Jap medium tanks - 15 to 18
tons, comparable to U.3. light tanks, and most closely iden-
tifiable as the model 97 (19%7) cruisers ~

BN ) ANNE}XN'-' L.




| ‘two battalions. T R VS PP A
Among the reports of prisoners captured and questioned ;

durlng the late October calmpaign most inﬁerest&ng was that of

a ‘corporal grenadjer, whosge statements were ooroborated for

the most pabs By ‘thos€ of othHer’ prisoners tdkén at this time,

but who mave & more ‘complete plrture of’ the operation and’

answered some: of the duestions that arose regarding. the. plan

and reagors for 1tg- faillure.' Thig- man- stated that the Japanese

2nd Divisioi «compléte) ‘was on Guadalcanal, songisting of more -

than 1o,ooo troops, Winen asked now he knew this, he sald 1t

-was. the %alk of-hig- oififit. He told how these regiments

were landed at mignd on Cetober 9th at Kamimbo Bay’'and Visale

fron destroyersy The CKa re*iren. landed ‘a month: beforea"' o

They Landed: Ile?d gung of gbout 53mm" and other* artillerv of  about

5 or 6 inch, using fixed ammurﬁuion. Thelr misslon was to

attack and capture  the alrfield; - They were to come around.

behind and mect the Oka unit, but the plan dldn’t work beoause

they were one day 1ate° *;

In this way the preeumption that the attack on the airfield
was intended tol éoinclde wlth ‘that on the Matanikau two days
earlier: was cénfirmed, - Fallure to coor&inate the'se phasas .
of: the opératlon was- explained by the: prisoner'o deseription .
of the.-10 day gruelling Journey undertaken by his:regiment”over
mountain ranges and through impenetrable Jungle, with full
combat equipment! Some mountains resembling canyons were .
ellmbed by meane: of ropes. Artillerv came a" 1itt1e later “and

g carried up or pulled up by man-power untii 1t had %o ve .
aban@oned bécause of '1ts bulk and welght. Weapons’ carried to
within 300 meters of the alrfield included 'light and heaVy
machine guns., -There were also 4 or 5 anti-tank gung in- the
regiment ‘to. be used against American tarkges All this was’
accomplished by troops eating less-than 4 ration per man -

‘per dayl.- They -coulin't eat the rice they corried as they had

no waters ' They couldn't cook:the food they ate for fedr of -
revealing their position and progress. Though ‘men’ and officers
- aggreed  mutually to withstand the hakdships, they’ couldn't’.
Tight' so-well becausge: they were weak from climbing mountains
and - laok of food.

The night of the attack R’ the SE ffank, when gunfire e
ana nortar fire. held- the advance; - thé'Division csnsisting: of
ﬂuaemg,the AOBA;¥and the FUROKOWA Regiments partitipated. _*‘
This «.an" stated 'tHat tHese were' the most fdmous regimentsd ",
in Japan, their renown wag: owed to their ‘néver: having: ‘been .
defeated, “Thls ‘mén was 1h’ thé Furokéwa’ Regiment {1st Bn) and

nﬁed on Guadalcanal Octnber 9th.,
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‘ ther prisoners in the OKA unit’ explained “that the unit

frwas composed of both'experilenced and 1nexper1enoed Troops,

pariicularly afterione battalion had" been defeated in the
E1tb;@ ol the Ridge, on-September 13:14,. One stated that in

ghlg OOFober battle” the OKA Unit dig” nbtihave, supply ‘columns

\fnero~mern hot mahy - truckd). He" ‘al40 stated ‘that they had
gnough food 1*u" not nearly enough water, He was tired and

'fﬁhhnurv wneh Lrev weat into baltle,. He also.admitted that much

in the woot oF ¥ ao:laa

of ’he*” ol and provis

ﬁle, Anothel” revealed that at’the Battle
Sof the Matea nikau on the 23rd the OKA Ualt was, not to take part

'«bri_ouo TO ner~on~y ﬁae QelJéﬂ; uponito’ fignto _ Th;s state—

it of the axA b”¢; wa% Wi the hald

ﬁfwwnmo”Juo‘zaue* o“*‘?i
Tdothdng the rest of “the unit 18 the SI seclor on the

i : < /‘ RN St
"95th and’ 465h AtSCI’%c of "the exigencles of thé Matanikau
V‘\\h

© o battlay and lfk

by contributed t0 the geners) weakness of

“'the lavg r*eﬁOwro This man-shated’ alqo tha* the OK& Unit .was
©ocbkit eo h M4 vhat they were. disorgani Of .interest also 1s

“the etatement »of a nmember of the A“BA unit that the killing

ofone third of fa unrt means annihilation from a- milltary

' qu oyoiot

< The Dlvreion Intelligenoe Seofion understaffed from the-

= Lodgges guetalned in the: Goettge ‘Patrnl, redelved additional
“personnel during’ the month 'of "Octobéy, Eurly {n the morning
“iof the 15th, Lto. A Glaffj arrived vy. plane from Noumea for ..

duty in the intelligence sub-sectlon of the D-2, His duties”
consisted of map and photo classificatlion and distiribution,
collecting of material and, writing of reportg, and general.
dutics such ag keeping up tho daily work ‘sheet. and’ situation

: ZmaD as W“Ol ﬁs day and nlghm security watoho

Tho presenoe of another officer greetly relieved the

jyipressure of work on LTs. Kidde and Whitehead &dnd. added another

officer for the night watches whlch had Jbeen borne by four

g offﬁn(rq w1thout rellef 'T_f{ S _9

B

s dnys ;ater ‘Major R.’ A Evans arrived Y the D—2

BTN

%%beOtLOW by ship from We111n5ton via Noumea.. Ag' eesistant
T Dm2y Major Evans took, over  some of “the. admlnistrative and

”eyoer*ive duties whioh Colonel Buckley had been shouldering

Jwithout asslstance: and which had’ been 1ooreasing in nunber

“REeW - intelligenoe offioe functions were handed’ to ‘the.'section,

f*Ho #Lso gtood the~ security” ‘watches by, the telephone at night,

On'thie sate day-the Wectinh receiVed the valuable services of
Pl. Sgte. Le He Wolff, trangferred from the 7th Marines, who

© beeame ¢hief of seotion for the.D-2 enlisted personnele

'[,‘M:h
e c

In addition Wolff began the organization of a productive
¥al photo interpretation unit, This work has been

‘he deled by one man who had neither the equipment nor suffle

clent personnel for a subject so vital to the success 5f the

. <12~ ANNEX N '
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*dhmlo cawp&iqn. Wolff had no- stafi tn work with nther thon

his predecessor, but with:the incre asing wolume’ of. aerial R
photos being. taken by the; aviation. photographic unit on. Gua&al»
canal and *hﬂuu tgken by the: phntobraphic squadron at. Espiritn
Santn; the two were able. to. find nany. tar@ets for . a rtillory,
bomu¢n%€-dn\ nqvaW ”d“flrﬂ mivqions, e

N
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“Tho “dpw of “~“Vd¢tlnﬁ nit;vo labor for work on the air—
fleld wan alre ady in the minds 2% the Division Staff as eorly .
as Augusi, A rirau*ﬁtteﬂpt Lo nl;st gomte was nmade- in September_
whtl tho acalstance of: Japfavn C ena and Lt, MacFarlane,
eoastwatcher at V-8 the G’riﬂ¢b‘ﬂnL nountainse - The.
enemy glfdannﬂﬂ.rner0ﬂg‘oFeJﬂnbﬁd tine nativeg from 101ninm
uge, On Jeptemben. 20t -selariane had- “nre than .50 .na ujVG
volunteers with nin fﬁom.the gouth side, but thev were =
frightoned and .2 ﬁ”andeﬁ.avmed darine patrol e qcurt;-wﬁifh oould
not be Turnisked, MagFarliane had to feed then meanwhilge . We
dropped upp]*eo to him by plans, but ﬂvontually the bqu'wer“
Torced- to return home. : -Again -in, Octob r a gecond. effnrt to-
enlist native labor was made. Onoe more the .eneny . situaTion _
interfared and carriers- ready to pPOuOCd to Lunoa frnm the Coy
East on the 25th were held UD . S . .

. By Nnvenbyr lat a - rnup of 200 haﬂ entered the Lun;a
defense o area, and nbout 400 all tnld were encamped thére bJ
Novembor:lOﬁh D2 was rebnnn81ble for the rocruitlng,

Lt Col Garsci.of D-4 forp the maintenance and operztion of
the "cannibal ‘battalion. The firgt roup which had boen_,f ’
working on a volun*eer basis d981reﬁ to return home l%ter

in thc‘nonbh.

A‘pewnnnent orﬁaniudtiﬂn wags' then . starteﬂ, ag the nutive&
proved ihvaluable for unloading 1nonn1n transportgs Squadroh
Leader Widdy had a hand in thls, hig interests being tho . .7

. preservation of the economic hold and the hative. exp101+ation

of his company,. Lever Brn'ners. -Further recrulting was . . - fn_f"

conducted with the aid of .Father De Klerk of the Tanwarwro

:Re Cs Milssion. At the end of Novenber Captain Trenoh, acting .
District Officer in Captain Clemens absence, managed the natilva. .
labor carp along with the nativo cnnstabularly. . When the UeSe ..
Army took over in. Doceﬁber,‘the D~2 coastal "N%Vj" was . stnlen-:;
from G-2 by Widﬂy, who was .still: trying to run some 600. natlves,
all ‘of whom entertained .a q@cret, 1f, not’ active, ﬁesire to. oo
shoot hime It was alsp his idea tnuenllst ulfurther 400 or. g0
from Malaitay. playin hoth - ‘enids, .ag 1nst the.middle. D -
importation »f .a forel 300 element,v this-had not yet beem. . .
done when- the rear. ecbelon of "the -Division left.,ﬁ.»y : .
the native laborers was undertaken by the Im2 office out of
‘thetr Tntelligence Fund. It was possible tn pay out of this
'fund, intcnd%d for the costs of obtaining enemy informa ation,
Inasmuch as keeping the natives friendly and cooperatlive

wag consldered a counter»intelligenc activity. - iii
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i November lqt markeﬂ the beglnninv of ‘a new drive against

~ the enemy on the western. flank, a drive which took troops across

. thie Matanikau as far as the base of Point Cruz but which never.

. achleved the. objective of taking Kokumbona ‘and pushing the .

v, Jewa back beyond the Pohsa Riveis So firmly ‘entrenched were the
eremy, that the Marines were held for 12 days, suffering nétable
losses. They Tinally had to: be wi*hdrawn to meet the new threat
£0o “The ~9f6n39 perimetev‘ot tne m1Q—November enerv naval blitz,

L Gammunication iineﬂ thh the front were intact throuahout
‘lthig peridd. The Division Command Post was kept informed. of
the .situation a% all times, though Tor D-2 mucn of the information
.was ohitained by having. a man in the D-3 offics to pick up messages
that aever regeied De Z thiough the chinnnela of organization.
This was particularly necessary in order to kee) the situation
map up to date. Ba*r’l reportd and unilt intelliicence. roports
were selt to D-® 2o requireds s ' ‘ :

Nemoval of the Agsistant Division Command Post and ADC
C8taff from Tulagi to Guadalcanal on: the 4th of Novembsr was
effected for two reasons. Not bnly had dffairq on Tulagi quieted
down to a passive defense requiring smaller forces, but the.
congolidation of 2nd Marine Regiment troops in one place and the
gradual union of lst Marine Division on ‘Guadalcanal could now
"be congidersd With a view toward the -evacuation of complete unlts
in the not too distant future. On the other hand it was decided
to glve the ADC command of the eastern sector'au Ianga Point,
,wn*iefﬁr'oGen» T, B. Schree, ADC acting CG of ‘the Americal
Diviglon, U. 8. Aprmy, beforo Genernl Patoh!s prrival, was glven
command of the western sectors Both reported tc the Division
Staf I'olecea, which were aotin@ in the capacity of;a corps

_.heddouarters on a small scale under Gencr 1 Vendeg crift.

Following an unfortunate dCCldent which incapacitated
Captain R, La Rowell, the ADC-2 officer, Lt. Kidde was appointed
to fill this vacancy and moved into the ADC Command Post where

"he acted as Intelligence Oflicer until this group was evacuated
from Guadnleanal in J nuwry witn the rear echelon, First Marine
Divr;iona ‘ . . TR R .

Alwost multaneous Wwith the operation wethard came

waraliga an informauion from ComSoPac that Jap destroyers
would attempt to land. troops-at Koli Point at 22 5¢ on . Novenber
-2nde Deydstches recelved on ‘November:lst agnd 2nd- indicated
that eneny plqns had fallen into Allied hands by 1ntercept.
Thoush and American crulser .and’ destroyer forcé had been adviged
directly of the enemy's approdch and Gactus aviation and
- torpedo boat force was put on the alert, neither naval nor

Seavdmtion lnterception of the enemy stcceeded, The 2nd Bn.,

7th Marineg was gent down past Koli Point en the 2nd to awalt
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“the J 1 - landlng and preVent 1, shoul@ ‘the ships sucteed in

getting through “Colonel Hanneken after unsuccessful attempts

'?.to get messages through to ‘the Dividiod Cdmmand Post, finally

¢stabliehed communicat;ons by 'TBX transmitter the f*llow1ng

5'a te“noop,'au’whlch time 'he des¢ribed the-Jap landing of. troops
- from a cruiser, a desu oycr. and a troopship SOOO yards east
~of the Mefanona, - Hils battalion: whieh had skillfully been

"placeu'hn-pcsih¢on 1000 yards west of the landing: engaved ‘the

eneny 1n_bagu*;'*h LhO'Paﬂly hKours of - the morningo The
“enemyts Tield artlllery mn“p the" M’rineq‘ pogition untenable 80

--thg_'=ek1reﬂ west of tine” /Gu hpotis , where: food and bont o
’".Tah sporistion lﬂp casua+;Len was reqﬂcsted L '

P U

?j,ro 4 “ﬁﬁculasi* dbaignated t&P“t in the Kola Point

f}se@?or JLry‘od wag not todb optimistic about the ‘results of-

Fthelr uh“‘? Dmb;n* qtraﬁ hg missiong which they delivered~in /

" the generaleneny area op tné 5rd, ~Wing Iftellisancs peported
;“Saw no activity except’ ong mawp fire- ~—'~" and again‘"beafed

Nalimbu River- grea, 8aw no enemy“~f As contacts betwéen” the

“battdlion “of ‘thi 7+h Marihes 4nd“the enemy continued on the 4th

and- thereafter, repbrts wero'qent to Divigioh. Command Post from

- ADU-2, —Alter deliverin@ heavy naval gunfire o thHe morning
ooff the - 4%h hgainst Jbhp ihetallatlons west of Point Gruz. as,
- “mentloned eadrlier, the USS L?ndqdowne, a destroyép; e ~peated

the performance on probable’ Jap -nositions Jjust. east of ‘Koli
Points. A patrol from the lst Br,, 7th contacted the enemy Lhe

ﬁini ht of “ovember 4~u. The Japs moving southward, however, were

£ emp+inﬁ to get 1A oehind the:2nd- Bn° 7th position to the west.
& they moved: ndrth %o cut off this force, the let’'Bn. 7th marched

fEyntfrom the west on November 8th engountering the: enremy “in

"“the efternoon, - “Aviation sUpport-was: requeste ol and -supplied
“iwhenheavy - enemy artillery fire was eensuntered, 'On the follow-
,11nw day the 2nd " Bn.: 16440 - Infantr U S.A., in taking up-a ‘pesition

al mile eagt of the Metepona and 1000 yards southof “the coastline,
.}oining with Tet Bn. 7th‘Marineg on the left (west) and 2hd Bn,
‘7th Merines om fthe right (ewst); completed the ehéirclement

”Earound ‘the Japs which‘was to eloge’ in and’ flokce them to the
- coast -for ultimate surrender bor degtriactiony’ “Theirinumber was N
“pstimataed from 300 (164th ‘ddtimatey. to 800 (7th Marihes :

‘egtimate)s: From ‘the 9th to 1ltth: ‘they ‘attempted ‘with eytﬁnsive

S mortar fire:and ‘hand vrena&es to! b§eak fre¥iof ‘thelr traps

S Dur¥ng the early. mbrning ‘houteiiot

Tidstern flank of “$he army battalion’ was-made thpough® which an
‘edtinated H00 -esdaped and: FRed to the southeéast,™ UThie " Bupplles
“of the entire Torce, hamely amiitiiition and’ food, wereicaptureds

* Mopping up opsrations’in the efocircied area contifiued during the
“1lth and 12th, Although several hindrsd of the- enery were killed,

ovember ilth aibhesch on the

the “gréater force s kdown to’ “have ‘gobten away - in the' jungle:

;:in .a_ completely disorganized rout. “The cleanup of these was

vacoom}liuhed in the long campalgn undertqhen by 001 Carlﬁ n's
Raider” Battallon in Novembers,
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... In order to assist in the secret landing of the Sceond - :
Marine Ralder-Bn,: at Aola, Captain Clemens with a -group of: Marines
and natives' Prodeeded. by schooner to-Aolam on the. lst of the month
where beacon lights were 8ét %% guldé the ships in. “The Ralders.
were dlgembarked from the APD's Manley and McKean on Nevember .

~4the 8ix larger trasnports.and cargo ships landed a Defehnse .
Battalion, a’ Naval .Construction’ Unit, and an. Army Infantry =
Regiment-at the same.time. While  the Raiders! task had:been
secretly’ assigned them “in the ‘New Hebrides, the otheér forces :
were intended .to- remain at Aola for the development -and protsetion

of an airfield theres Expert aviation ,engir+ers who Had made. R

surveys and- studies of the . feasible °ites and others familiar

with Guadalcanal terrain -had adviged in favor of tne gragsy: ,

plain at Volinavua, but it was Admiral Turner's deciston: to o

locate the new.landing field at Aoln, where coconut palms had

to be cleared away and ‘stumps- pulled ‘before the ground could

even be levelled. .As more and more -difficulaties were - encountered

in the work 6n-the: Aola field and An landing supplies the- -
“impracticability of the.project was admitted and.the whole

operation was moved a month’ later, again by transport. and. cargo B

ship, to the extenslve grassy plains inland.. from Volinavua,
the original ohoice for. an airfield. o : oL

T plan of the Raider Battalion tm November was to' advanse .

inland ‘and ‘travel westward . from Aolas until the Matanikau River -
wag reached and then to :turn northward and come into the Lunga:
Defunge areas . Thelr mission was three fold°' (l) to determine T
the existence of. .any: enemy concentrations. south of the defenue~ '
perimeter (were forces again gathering for another’ push at .. = .
thelr favorite point. of attack?; {2) to discover the main Jap: .-
trail south of Mambula (Mt,- Austen) and: report the presenoe of ..
any ‘Japs found there} and . (5) to searoh for emd destroy an enemy.
fileld plece believed to be located on the north slope -of "Bere:
Knob", To these was added the search for 8. reported easy trail |
south 'to “the top .of Mambulop following the ridgé contourse Thuse:
1t would appear that they were ‘to fumction.sas an<immense re~4J.‘g
connalssance patrols Clashes wlth scattered groups of the enemy
were inevitable on a trek of these proportlons, and when called
upon on the 1llth:by communication with thelr portable radio
receiver-tranemitters from Lunga to contact and. destroy. the-’

enemy escaplng southward from the -trap near Koli Point, their :
operation took on the agpect of a stalk and monuup.- With a
great-staff of native carriers, the battalion was guided.by
Tabasui, a Malalta s€out, and adviséd. by.Major: Mather, the
intelligence: Ilaison officéks. “When the.town. of Binu ‘en- the.
Balesuna River wag. reachéd, Sg t.1MsJor Vouza of the- Guadalcanal
Oonvtabuldry and a natlve b0f the: region,. led them to within
striking dlstwn0ﬂ ‘of the: Iugwtive groups..: Tnree groups: of -

R el cocd to contact and- wipe -out an .equgli number of onemv
oonoentrations, at least one of Wwhich was chased out’ of the -
village of Awimana on the Metaponas It is important to:'note .

~a
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»tb ..... t none of the maps in use at the tima showed this village,
‘but 1t was readily socessible with the sure guidance of the
police boy.s. . Between 200 and 300 were" Killed byAthc R 1ders'”
and by tae art LJlerJ Plle whloh was called for.‘

»
;,,.

ina unﬂﬂrmakwpo Was & coompllshed with the follow~
pmn concend rafxona of the enemy weére found south’

Lperd er,  The main'Ja¥» edst-west trail- ‘gouth:
:Q;:uxmhl;b W Q.Olsc@46966 and the ememy gun - positlon was
found on- the norzhern alopes of “”afe Knob"," ater the gun-

ius@Lf wad Tound hy<the Feoliderg &% tb@ juncture or the Lunga Rlver .
and the newly-Clecovered east-west trail, Finally, because of

tng “euV;utfon:>F Majior Mathed and the native, ?dld&ga the accessible
trail-from he tor:t1 Mambalo to the coast was traced by the

party .y though if haé. been rearly obliterated by disuge, . An addi-
tional gervice fhp Rajders wasg their report of an uhproteoted

b vulners bls wTu flanlk' on' the Matanikau defpnoe lineo The

.nnoers c:r :,nhu duuha on De cpmber 4th, - '

1]

‘. “n 1bL 12tn of wovember, becauoe of the complete exhauotion
of Dbouowr plic and lithographic -print paper at Guadalcanaly
Lts; 0laffy was sent by plane to Noumea to obtain these supplies
fron the Americal -Division istill based theére but preéparing to
" embark . for Fuaia cnnalﬁ" Ag .a secondary respon81bility the ‘
lieuteqant acted as. confidential courier between General Sebree
at Cactus and Generali:Patch. dt White Poppys He returned to
the int elJJ*enoc ~gectlon -on the mopning ‘of Novemoar Jbth with
the ’“”UI”F‘ suo Jiesg o ' el R

. A 3ay or. two lnt p tho 1st and ?nd Battalions. 182nd’”
Infantry, Us Se Army, second reciment from the Americal DiViSiOﬂ
srrived ol Cactls, disembarked at Lunaa and were qhortly sent
into the Matanikau offen81ve. - :

Reports from our coasdt watcher LQK 1in the Buin~Faisi area
around November 10 indicated thut an enemy task force of- greater
pronortions than any previously. encountere@ 1n thie' Soloimons
werc being assembled there,’ The mesdnge from LK that day
reported 61 qhips in sight,- comprieing & crulgers, 33" destroybrs,
17 AKsy 2 sloops, 2, tenkers and one liner of: ‘8000 tong, Next
morning two. enomy alr atfacks came over Cactusj the first '
aerlal attack in-strength for many: weeko. : Thiough: coest watchers
and the Radar geve.adequate warning to both troops and aviation,
the enemy - suoceeded in’ reaching Guadalcanhly ‘A% 0930 nine' Jap
dive bombers gupported. by 12" zeros’ attackbd: friendly shipsg in -

aroa. Shot-@own were:Tivé zeros:definitely, -2 probnbles, and e
"~ ong:dive bomber . ‘definitely with one- probable‘ Toeal losses,
heavier than usual due to the inexperlence of hew pilots, were
sfx:F4Fs from which two pilots were ‘recovered, Twenty-five
enemy twin-engine bombers supported by five zeros attacked
Henderson Field and Lunga area at 1135, at which time they lost
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:xsix bombero definitely and two probables while Cactuﬂ 1®vse

‘were four. FM4Fg.. On the 12th & lwrge force of .enemy ‘torpedo.
»planes and zeros attacked U, S. shlpping, inflioting giight- damqge‘
and: subjetting themselves” to ‘nearly COmpleto annihilatione: - :
LThirty out~of. thirty*ono enémy planes were definitely.shot down.
+No. enemy air attacke were launched againqt Guaﬂalodnal the follow-
©ing-two.days-on which the enemy staged their grand scale Naval '
blitz, but on the- ‘15th" an, 1nteroeption of .Jap.dive bombers. - .¢
~and fighters approaohing Caotuo we-4 made . by F4Fgs in-which eight
enemy planes were shot down or damaged Cactuﬂ 1osses were

one ‘crash landing pilot PeCOVPPed.~ Thereafter there were RO .
;air railds in- i°orce over Guadaloanal durinv the remalnder of the
Marlnest stay on tne 1qland. ' S

T Proparatory measage explaining the plana formulated by- the
American Navy to' catch, the indicated Jap naval -blitz began. to..
arrive at Cactus by radis digpatch from ComSoPac and his ‘sub--
ordinate commanders. Although the arrival of the. enemy attackers
was expected the night of November 12-13, a friendly task:

group was to be sent into the area the night of November ll~12.
Results of ‘all friendly alr searchaes were to be forwarded. .
immediately. to theNavy for their information. Theuse; of..
Cactus. aircraft throughout the battle wag carefully. planned.
Signal lights for friendly task foroes were: established. and
used on the Sealark Channel entrance to. the Guadaloanal afe&n
PT boats-were used on a plcket line. for’ obeervation and patrolling
out of Tulagl; - reporting all contaots with -the enemy in plain
language, and were withdrawn 'from actlon when the naval- battle
began in earnest, The Naval Alr Station Tulabi had plane in
use during thls operatich. ~TBFs and $BDs were algo.sent on
missions fwom the carrier Enterprise returning later to a
South Pacific Bases A wmall boat with radio was requested: edst
of Keli Point to give information regarding enemy ships. preeent
theres, Ground forces at Lunga Point were. pr oawod TO PbPUlbO
any landing attempt by the enemy . : . : N

A brief of some of the Tresults. of thiq threeudny engage~
ment, which begen with large enemy warships, and ended .with cargo
ships and trangports sent to retake Guanﬂloanal on the 14th -
and 15th, was didpatched ‘to ComSoPac on the 16th. It -stated in
part that Cactus-based planes destroyed one. damaged battleshlpy -
two light cruisers, and eleven transports or cargo ships,
damag*n@ another light cruiser. Unloading operatlions were believed
to be. uneuooossful and attended by heavy lOSu9° in. personnel.
Japernese bench dumps tWere heavily bombed., Exaoollne-and ammun~
iticn fires extended ilon<T theé beach for 1000 vards. From -
Tulagl' dbspatches came the Jufoimetion that the PT boats :
gcored at least one hit on an eneny batblﬁuhiL or neavy oruieer.

T
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The uomairsopac Intelligence Bulletin for 19 November N
. glves a preliminary. reodpltulatlon of the results of Tpe battle
as undertaken by U.S. Naval Forces the night of November 12-13.
These helped in forming an estimate of the damage inflicted
h*le D=2 wasg sT111 located on Gua alcanal., .

i

L Shipw sunk of Gamazed snu;uﬂwd' '

L Kengo CiaSS‘B} saupae“ an ‘tater sunk by alPOP&ft.J
1 Konzo dlasg BB seriously damaged. ,

Wl GA'tlew-upyand:uauf IR ,“;"
0L blew up and hu, '
2 Gl neavily hixw and, LrJnr when sngegemepL broks off.
o D' sunk.

)

Mworuo DD presuned svtk, geveral others set. aflreo

Ihu'>tb~ougb the coo rdinateo preparation and exeoutlon
of an atvack plan the navy, awiation and land forces broke'up L
the greateg¢t threat to tne AJlied Guadaloanal base whioh the';ﬁ*
Jaas ever undertook, . . o SO o

, Enemy submarines operating in the. 1ower Solomons with
greater jntenslty and Holdness»presented a. new threat to- -
shipping, ~ Their presence wag. reported to all’ ships and bases -
by dlspatches from high naval authority and efforts’ to. ﬁrotect
ships ard sink-the sube were undertaken by scheduled: sub patrols.

. Thé-cargo sghip Alchiba torpedoed while unloading of f Lunga on
the morning ‘of the 28th., but was beached to gave cargo apd
for poasible salvage. The same. day, an_anti-sub air patrol’
reported oropplng three bombs on.one large enemy.. submarine
southwest of Cape. Esperanoe at Veralul Cove,. 0s2liz and’ B—IVS
eontinued thereafter to harass submaring activitiso of the:
enemy- by dropping depth :charges and. bombo on these targsts.\
One was sunk by ‘an OS2U on 7 Deoember 10 miles north of *
Lunga. Polnt. a

SA fina Jap effort to. land. troooO and suppli s the night
of: November 30 = December 1 was anticipated with warnings to
© Guadalcanal’ ‘the afternoon of the 29th,. Crulsers and destroyers
Wwere ordered to intercept the. expectsd des troyers and” transports.
“Phis friendly task force engaged. with.the enemy near Savo .’ Island
dbout 2300 on. the 30th. -The:Jap- landing was‘prevented at - .
heavy cost on both sides..: Eneny. transports angd. dsstroyers
were destroyed, but the friendly force sustalned heavy damage_
from. torpedoes. - Japrsurvivors plcked up after this battle
revealed that at least two enemy DDs.were sunk., One prigoner
\statsd that he heard the BBs Kiel and’ Kirishima had ‘beén sunk
“the mid-November engagement, bub that the Haruna and Kongo
had readhed Truk safely. Any Jap warships reported around
Guadalcangl after Deoember lst were gent for the purpose of
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févaouoting the officers cnd woundod from tne much maul&d and
eﬂiou 1y orippled western spctor : '

. _About November 25th- Sgt. Stanley of tho D~~ sootlon wab
sen’r with ¥illimandi, a Fijlan radio- onerator, to augment the .
coast watching rersonnel ab Marau Sound. ~After Tour. days of

. working toﬁerhor,‘édqm “and Eroni were rélieved ‘and sont’ Jback
. to Lunga, - In Ghe five weeks that . Stadley remained on watch-at
ZGL-4 enemy activity observed was limited to & faw flights of
Jepenese flying boats on patrols '

;ntP01anﬁ actithy continued in the lhtter-half of November.s

- A pa*rol wag' ‘sent from Colonel Whalinﬂ 8 soout group to -
contact Mr, Iuy, the obﬁerver in: the Gold’ Fieldq, re;nrding the
evacuation of “a nun recovering from mistreatment at the hands

~of the enemy.’ Supplies’ were delivered -and reconnalssarce. of tralls
and enemy territory wags mado_ A three weeks? native patrol.
arriving . baok at Lunga on the 26th reported’ on the trulls,\onomy
81tuation, and supplios along their :itinerary that had cut |

" inland to Klarckiki across ah unmapped trail. to Tapinanja,‘up
the main trail to Patonoli ‘and, Tangarare Miscion. Thence

~around the coast ‘they noted the main:Jap: oonoentrations between
Marovovo Mission and Kokumbona. The last- important patrol sent
out by D-2 was the OdVSbeyOf ‘the gchooner Ramada undertaken

by Father DeKlerk'!s native -boys. The trail covered the period

_ November 29th to December 10, and they touched Cape Huntel,
“Wandererd . Bay, Fox Bay, Beaufort Bay and many other point;on the
coast: south and west of Lunga. In-addition to providing a guard

- and communication -force for Father DeKlerk whilo he recrulted
native labor for service with the armed forces, the Marines from
D~2 made observations ‘and ﬂOttS on the terraln and uUltable land~
ing bbachuu. ,

Who arrival of two Naval Air Photo Tnterpretnru, Ensign.
Ra He Dclancie and Ensign A, V. Sommar, for temporary duty with
the Division Intelligence Section on November 24th ‘greatly &ided
tne ooeration of this departnont ef intellieence actlvities
With additional equioment and enthusiaesr for their job the

- ensignga pitehed in immediately, finding many bargets for
bomblnw and stralfing missiong. These- 1nterpretors were - .
deuachoo ‘from the D~~ and asqioncd to u~° whon tho Armj took -
ovvfo*fom the Firet- ar]ﬂo D1v1 ion. : o

~;“”o Mﬂrlne cffioor Sy Lt, L, Tgﬂruvcham ano Lts Je Ja Foley,
reporited to-thé dection on  November 29th for duty as aerial
pnoto inuerpretorn. Three enlisted interpreters reporued on
bar 3. They made first phase interpretations 'of two
sortles of Dhotogropho covering the area along the coast from
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Cape Esperance to the front lines in the vieinity of the Matanlkau.
Information regarding troop-dlspositions along the enemy front
lines ahd in - areas immediately to the rear was obtained Trom
_ these interpretations. A number of farget areas in the v1cinity
-of Kokumbona,- AA postnons and: uupply dumpq, pointed out=on .these
photos were SXDLQltod by nrt11lorv on. December” 7th, resulting -
in at least two fires; they were &‘so gstrafed by aircrafte

Targets oo the Qonegi Rivcr wero exp101ted by airorqft o a-
strqtlno mission. . :

Effective the 27th of MNovember the Assistant Division
Commander agsumed taPTlCWl command of all UsS.M,Ce ground units
located withln the Lunge Point perimoter, With his gtaff, :
Gereral Rupertus comm mnded the d fenge’ of thig are 8 for thr
romalnoer of - Lho MdPlﬂOS' stay  on Cuadwloanal.

, Bcfore Deoamoer l 3t Colonel Long, G-2 of ~the American
Division, had moved:into the D=2 Section in.order to observe
activities and.methods. - When his own ‘personnel arrived shortly
. thereafter the -G-2;section Dégan gradually to assume some of the
duties of an intelligence section, malntaining the situatiodn
map, working on an Order of Battle of enemy foro;s on Gunialcanal
and kooplng the journal and tolephone watche '

On Deoember 9th Gonefal Vcnde"rift oIfioiallv handed‘over=
command ef’ the. foroeq based on Guaaeloanal and the lesser islands
to Genoral Pateh,  That day marked the embarkation and evacuatlon
of the Tirat P“tlon of . troops, Fir t Marlne ﬂivi ion, 1rom the
Solomonge - : ] \

Full Devmloomont of Infvrr tion Souréea
o and Intellipence %uovarioq

From tne above 1t 10 evident thdt the 1nfornation : ~
gathering functions of. the D=2 Section were- exercised to the
fullest extent in thé Phase V. of the operqtion. Not only were
the instrumentalities for this work improved, expanded and
molded to meet the: peculiar.demands- of . the. Guads »lcanal situation,
but with the addition of new dgencles, such as. the Tropedo Boatl
Suuadron patrols, thé schooner. patrols and a. oomplote ‘gerial -
photo Anterpretation unit, there was-a naturdl Ancrease in the
volume of enemy: 1nformat10n received, evaluated and passed on for
éxecutive aotion or ‘for general. .securlty. -

T Soureng 'dnd volume of 1nformation, WnlChlh&VE bp=n'
‘dosorlbed in the foregoing- :narratives - of this entiro oqmpﬂign
soemed to meét the déemands made by the - 1nor91bo,oﬂ griemy aotivity,
pregsure and ‘contscts,’ These squrces comprige 1n toto: . (1)
CePeo..0bservations and reports, (#) lower echelon patiols and:

‘reporgk (3) attached units'! patrols, searches and reports - .
ie€e. Air Wing and Torpedo Boati (4) D-2 patrols, reconnalssances
and reports; (5) Coast Watcher reports — both on and off Guadal-
canal « including enemy troops and shipping concentrations




84 well as air raild warnings; (o) Summarles from highér eehplons
~ l.ce ComAirSoPac Intelligence Bulletins and- OeNoIos Weoklysi. 77
Bulletinsy: (7) Enemy docements such ‘as captured letters,
diaries, cperation orders "pep-talk" leaflets, addressed of
1nst;aﬂt¢on-,devnatohe and poq+9d notlceq ——— all of them
found at Guadaloapal’ and:each deicat Fer of th@ enemy comst it
positioh, f thesg or intentions; (€} prisonérs interv1e%%d'
whioh revealed the same kind of 1nformation‘ 'Q) aerial -

photos — for mqnpin “or interpret ation, and (10) despatches
from nﬂabor int lelbpnoe or from attached unitsa.‘-

L

Tio  activities of the Pi“l ioh Tntbl?lgence Sectlon
promocea by the ever: 1ncrna31ng quantlty of enemy. information
congisted primarily of rec celving, recording; evaluating and
passing on to the preper authority all information received ———
that ig, everything reported from the above sources. It meant
maintaining in'the final pisse (1) daily: worksheets; (2)

a Dw2 jJournal; and (3) a2 situation map of enemy and friendly
dispositions, 14‘1ncludn6 publishing (1) daily summaries

of intelligence date on .Guadalcanal; (2) periocdic réports of.-
the . enemy actiV1ty in the Solomon Iqlsnds (less -Gu~rde 1cana1),
and (38) periodic reports of the enemy situation-on Guﬂﬂaloanal,
It included keeping an up-to-date recard, as closely

possible, of the enemy order of battle. Lnstly it mpant dis—
“semination of urgent warnings by telpphonc br dl spatch when
‘enemy contact% wcre imminent.' i e : B

mo augment the 1nfornation gatherlng of othcr unlts,

“the D-72 Section maintalned 0.Ps of its own which .werse most |
-phoiicicnt in . -observation; it gupplied .specialized personnel
such as obgervers and spotters to the island coast . watching
‘SVSquo‘ Patrols were gent directly from D-2 on Divinsion
‘Intelligence missions. On many :other scouting parties and
‘reconnalssances representatives of the sectton were included
-ag lialson or guides. In this way Intelligence had ‘a- report
-from 1ts own trained personnel as well 88, fram‘LHc pqtrol
‘commknobr.c : : .. : . ST

- Other routine methods of obtaining iHLOlll”PnCc 1nfor«
~mation included - ‘examining enemy mdteriel and ordn ~the
;ldboriou segregation, translation -and.evaluation of captured
docuants, as well as the quesgtioning:ofi prlsoners by
?G ptaing Moren and- BOwrdman our‘overworked. Japanes intcrpreters.

Tile work contributed to the. Situstion and- tneOrSnr of Battile
R»ﬂﬁruQ arfpme rated ‘aboves " The lwnelpt, ‘elgssification’ and
-Gigtribution of -mdps, feérial photos and mosiace was-a.D—2 S
Sectlon job-reduiring the cérvises: of two.men,a.great part. ...
. of the time. Mo p~nakinc from aerial photos was executed by

i ot smen in the lmtor phases of the campsaign, and our
D=2 piiotolitho g group supplied the reproduzﬁion.

® <22~ ANNEX N ® SEQRFT,




@ s Y
T,
R . .
. gy e . . DR . s e B L Gy P
ey . .- PR s D - RIS VPO S
: i “ W R LY L.
oo b= :.‘

N From an uncontrolled aerlal mosiao taken by the SoPac
'mPhoto Interpretation’ Unig, based at” New Hebrides, «aerial
~photog.-of the North" Coest of Guadaloanal made 6n 18 Augugt)
1942 = a 12 sheet map. of the. Lunga ‘Area was traced by v
draftemen in-Regimental H&S Battery ‘of the 1lth Mariness
‘Reproduced by the D-2 Lithographic Section early in OQtober,
:thlg mapy known ‘as the D2 i104-Map, wag distributed gy
'to all 'unite in ,great quantities and became . the. principle
'operations map and -situation. map Tor the . area betweeni.
Kokumbona' and Kolil Point throughout the remainderiof. the
campaign.: Its chief faults lay in the cloud covered areas
‘back from the shore.llne and. in some distortisn (common
to all wncontrolled mosiacs of large areas) which was not
taken into acoount in -tracing the map, No other photographic
gortie of the ares was-made in order that a Yetter map might
be traoed. A reeonnaissanoe ‘gtrip of aerlal photos flown
by the same phétographic unit on. 12'October, 1942 from
Visale to Kokumb&na provided the original from Which Sgte - -
Stanley of the D-2.#ection traced the seven.sheet map of
the- western coastal areas - Thls Job wasg limited in depth
to a few: hundred . feet from the- ¢oast, ‘but wag. carefully
exocuted -and wae distributed in November as the D~2 #106
Map, for operations n the western eector. ,

Interpreation of serial photos for. enemy information
got .moving in full swing in- the closing days of the opera»-
tione For lpoal security and for the goneral safety of the
area against alr raids or naval bombardment a2t night, an
officer and‘an enlisted man were kept on watch 24 hours a
day. . . . L

OVer and above purely "intelligence" funotions D—2 was
charged with (1) the recruitin organlzing, and paying of
the native labor battalion; (2% the didpatehing of our .-
schooners on supply, rescue, recrulting, or good-will: ‘{’
missiond; (3) the custody and assignment torregiments:of: - : ‘
war-dogs and dog—handlers sent from Pacific ‘Tleet Headquarters N
at Pearl Horbor; and finally the creation and pretected B
distribution of passuword lists for the island's defenders.w A

L

CONOLUSIONS AND choNNAIssANcs s

To the shortoomings and expedients for improvement

recommerided ‘in previous phase. reports can. be. added. :the - fiﬂft”f*"

- following faults and requirementg of: & divisional intplligence
organizstion which made themselves felt An. thetolosing phase L
of the operetion. B R - R lli_,.w .

The only faoilities on the island for ta&ing aerial
#hotogrdphs were one fighter plane in which a camera had
been msunted. As a lens of 8% inches focal length was used
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and since 1t was impracticable to f£1ly lower than 9,500 feet,
the pbotos at the resultant .scale of:.1314,000 were: at the"*
minimum dcale for general interpretation, -For ‘first. phase -
1nterpretation of troop dispositions, front:line emplaceménts,
and similar military installations, aerial -photographs should
have a scale of not less than 1310,000,. It would have been
possible to .secure photographs at this qcale'311Ce a camera
leng of 20 inches focal length was avallable.-:Except for

the small: scale the photos were of excellent quality for: .
interpretation. 1otoornphe furnished by Marine: Photographic
Squadron: Lne MPLC csatisTactory .in all ‘respects . (havinc ‘been ™
provided at a scals of 1:7 bO(‘;i hiit .this squadron was: ‘based
on Espiritu 3anto and liaigon was not-close enough to provide
for digtribicion of itg pnotogrdphs ouieslv enought Ior
-firet~phae“ i'terpreuationqn. : T

It wae folt that some rlnninw record ﬁhould have been_
maintained of.all the bentu in which the D-2 se&tion was,
‘even remotely concerned. |.This could best be kept in the
form of a war diary, eontnining not only items of. enomy
information, but- eleo the activities of the intelligence
sectiofi -~ the date, oompoeition, and  purpose..of, patrols
sent out;’ the date and source of new photos -or.maps.distributed;
perﬂonnOI changes} introduction of new activities; etc..

It might also record the highlights. and origins of purely
operdtional events, since the, interaction of D2 and D-3...
functions is maintained constantly. In this way-the record
will differ from already .exlsting journols and. work sheets),
and- will provide the qrz with ready reference to material-
not. hitherto available, but ‘necessary in the assembling of *
reports and summariess It.1s.of prime: 1mportance that:
events be -entered’ in the record as. they take place,.in -
order to keep 1t complete and accurates . The undertaking
should be worthy of a permanent and responsible if not a-
full time essignment. S L R A

In conolusion, to the. end that the D~2 Seetion night
carry out its funotions An a more capablexmanner, 1t Is
recomnended that Standard ' Operating Procedures, written
in deta)l on the chief activlties of. .the Intélligence. - T
Section, ‘be provided and- followed by all Du2 ‘Personnel: on .
future : operetione. The. makeshift SeQa Py drawn up ‘for ﬁ“”
reporting 00wst—w1tcher warnings end forwarding . urgent N
message . that was ugsed at. Guqdaloanal ‘points the ways How— '
ever, the: keoping of ‘records uniformly, the sys ‘tematic -
handling of aerlal photos and. thelr., interpretations, and
the expeditious reproduction and distribution of maps and

ooaios are only a few of the activities that called for
2 ents” Already Procedures for D-2 Command Post
AS es. and for Hondling and Filing of Classified Documents
havt beon written for future operations Tof the Firsﬁhggéige

‘Division, . . '
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From its position aléng the Tenarik River thiS‘Régiment vigorousiy:
patrollea the ares to the eust of tna- Tenaru as far as *the-Malimbiu River.-

.

24A86ﬁtembefil A. putrol from N ompJnv .Third:Rattalion, fired at .
two enemy snlpcrs and sl’h ed two more ; Ln thu vicinity of the Ilu River.-

25-26 ucotomber = Two patrol ; one Prom "L" Company, and one from "0
Compeny, mudo a reconnalvsance of uhe natlve v1]1a~e at Koli P01nu"

The Third Buttalion held in Division Regerve was ordered to.twke.up

positions in ‘the area of the ilatanikau River and.on 30 September, "K% Company,

patrolling elong the Matenikau River, found two desd Japunese soldiers.

3 Dctober - The First Battuzlion was ordered to take up the Second Bat-
tulion's positions along the beach. and the northern stretches of the Tenaru
River. The Second Battalion was ordered to occupy the Third Batta llon'“

posrtlon° alOﬂ' ‘the upper ravlonu .of the Tengru, - . .
{H ) P e e LV .
s A-Ootober” A ‘atrol from uh COM'an", First Battalion, under Captain,

pally

Brush cuptured four 27mm shnemy zuhs at Koli Point,; destroyed three and brou ht
bt Y & ] Bt

one back iutect. The patrol also cepuursd 500 rounus,oL 3 ammunlthn.A

Octobur - A patrol from ®Ft Company , oecond Battalion:, unaer Capualn
zowlan&, captured two enemy 75mmn guns.approximately 8000 yards szst of the

Second Battslion positions. The bresch.blocks were removed znd brought badk ., :.

to our lines. There was extremsly ro cent gvidence of a gun crew bivouacked
in the immediate vicinity of ths zuns, ™ Thé pieces were’ in excsllent condi-
tlon,.oloajed ¢nq Ifeshly ollpdu"w"'* T e e
R@anwhiiﬁ 1n the mdtanlkau arsd., ~*In- Comparly, ”era Battallon, undcr

Ceptain Lichtman,” reenforced by. the Blmm mortar plitqpn, M Gompuny aﬂd an.
LG sesction of "L Gompany, Ve.s Sent out as a combat patrol to fesl out’ the
‘ensmy oos*tlons alonz the eastern bank of the Matanikau River 300 yards from
the bea . An undetermined numbet of the ehemy. Were: &1&16&.

Our casualtles- 7 killed; 4 wounded. o e w= "ﬁ_* ;a:y‘.

ﬁ'putrol from ."C" Company, First Battslion, undér. Capbtain Stevenson,
landed by Higgins boat 'at Xoli Poinmt, dispersed a group.of 12 Japsnese and
captured a rddlo and telephones, '
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7 October - A Second Battallon patrol under Ca}caln Rockmore brou ht in
-one 75mm gun discovered on 5 October and destroyed the other.

.8 Qctober - The Third Battallon in- conjunction with the Fifth uarines
attack to thse west felnted K landln at I okumbona.'and recelved arulllery
fire from the enemy._ T : S : ;

11 October'— Second Battalion patrol from *G . Company . under Captain -
Sherman captured two more 75mm guns near the spot where the first two guns
were captured, The patrol also discovered a supply dump containing tools,
spare parts, radlo.,radlo telephones' and 29 cases of ammunition (75mm) The
guns were disassembled and . scattered, the ammunltlon burled.

' . ..

The next. day another Second Battalion patrel "under ‘Lieutenent heaton,
Bn-2, captured two enemy range.finders, a spotoscope and two Cases of 75mm
ammunition approximately 500 yards west of the.location of the 75um guns,

14-20 October -~ "I Company, Third Battalion, which had taken up posi-
tions on the point on the east bank of the mouth of the ilataniksu River, re-
turned sporadic enemy mortar and artillery fire, Meanwhile the remainder of
the Regiment moved, 13-15 October, . .to the. ‘ridges west of the Lunga Rlver.
‘forming the southwest defensive line on the entire defense perlmeter. "The

' Flrst Battallon occupled Sectoer 4, the Second Battalion Seotor 5 :

~

. BATTL O¢ HE MATAVIXAU 20-24 October

\

20 October - An enemy combat. patrol approached the- west bank of ‘the
u4tanlu&u River with two tanks, One ‘tank was knocked out by our 37mm fire.
Casualties wers inflicted on the accompanying Jeapanese infantry. 21 and 22
October - Mortar and ertillery duel, No information regardinjg ¢asualties

_inflicted on the enemy, ' . : B '

23-23 October. 1800~0600 - Approximately a regiment of ‘enemy infantry
supported by tanks attacked "I" Company 's position at the mouth of the lata-
nikeu River, The attack was repulsed and nine 13 1/2 ton tanks were disabled
by .the Third Battalion supported by 37mm AT guns, artillery and a half-track
which vas very effective knocking out five tanks. -A conservative estimete
of enemy casualties was 600, Our losses: Killed, 25, Mounded 14.

25 Ootob°r - At 0630 our artlllery and mortars flred at enemy troops
sighted on the other side of the Matanikau River. At 0930 a seven mah patrol
from "L" Compeny under First Sergeant Bartholomew wiped out an enemy machine
gun squad in rear of "M Compeny morter platoon, killing nine enemy and des-
troying a heavy.machine gun, .

The next day &t 1430 the enemy took a ridge to our southeast from a
company of the Second. Battalion, Seventh darines, First Platoon, Company "I%,
rw§§h Tisutenant Wright leading, counterattecked in oonJunctlon with oeventn

HA98 reserves and retook the hill, - |

Al‘Tu‘_ua. O (2)
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) 29 October_~ A Thlrd Battallon patrol led by dleutenant n; K Taylor
found and dismentled two 75mm enemy field pieces on = ridge’ south of Point

~ Cruz whlle the enemy gun Crews were sle°p1nb 1n a bully aome 50 yarus away

31 Uctober - Two patrols. one under Lieutenant Ta‘lor. the. other under

 Lieutenant hy te,. Bn-2, struck.out west of the Matanlmau River, Taylor's

patrol engeged 40-50 enemy in a bivouac area in a r4v1ns jus st west of the
river, Wlyte's pabrol contacted a group of -enemy aloné the ridge south of -
Point-Cruz, Outside of killing from 15 to 30 erLemy the two patrols anuurod
and dismentled two 37mm’ guns. aind removed a caclie of .jOB anmunltlou. Lisu=
tenant Taylor and one marine were klllea. ;

The night of 31 Octobpr,_"L“ .Company,* Third Eattzlion, took up “positions
on the ridge across the Matenikeu River to secure a brldgehead for the Fifth
Marlnes attack and had occa31ona1 contact w1th the enem/ durln* the nlght.

The Wirot and Seoond Battalions were sendlng sut one, two, and ihree day
patrols to the. south and southwest in the vicinity of Grassy Xnoll, "It was
believed that the enemy had established an observation post on Grassy Enoll
4o observe our movements and to dirsct thefire of their artlllery. The
Lunga River for some  seven miles to the south was carefully patrolled as it
presented a natural route of approach into our positions. Colonel Cates wanted
to be quite sure that the ensmy were not moving around from the west in front

.of our positions in preparation for an sttack

. washing their mess rear.

, ‘The following patrols made contact with the enemy in the Grassy Knoll
area: : .

At 1730, 20 November, a three.day reconnaissance patrol from "G" Company,
Second Battalion, under Lisutenant Jorden, was fired -upon by 20 to 30 Japanese
on the southwestern slope of: Grassy Knoll, The enemy was equipped with two
heavy machine guns, two light machine guns and two mortars., The enemy-suf-
fered 15 casualties of which four were known to-be- deaths. Lieutenant Jordan's
patrol returned without any casualties. i '

23 'ovembar - "% Company;, oecond Battalion, -tombat patrol of 55 men
led by Lieutenant Haples surprised an:estimated énemy.forée of 200 men at -
the spot where Lloutunant Jordan s patrol was fired upon, . The Japanese wore

25-26 Noveunber - "P" Com»any, becond Battallon reconnaissance patrol
led by Lleutenant Bender made contact with an estimated 30 enemy on Grassy
Knoll. Thres to four Japs Wers kllled :

29-30 lovember Sl Compan]; :scond‘Battallon, patrol under Lleuteuant
Stover surprised 15 Japs .asleep on'the crest of Grassy Knoll in the general =
vicinity of the spot where Lieutenant Maples' patrol was engaged. The patrol
killed 12, wounded thrse, but kllled uhe three who. were wounded as they wers

Vs ?‘ oseape. SIS - ’
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;.. On orders from Brlvadler General Rupertus the Re 1ﬁent wa.s . making prepa-
rations to attack’ to ‘the, west in e flanking mOmebnt in conjunction with the
ATMY Photobrapho and maps were assemoled and distributed; preliminsry orders
issued, :

[y

The vlrst and Second Battallons were relleved on the front llnes by the

. First and Second Battallons, Eighth Parlnes, and withdrew to Division Reserve.

" The Third Battallou, moving 1nto pooltlon in preparatlon for the attack
to the west, relieved the Third Battdlion,. Flnhth iarines, on the ridge sast
of the hsadwaters of tne Matanlkaa River, However, the proposcd attack was
called off., . ,

Thc peblment .moved to the beach in preparatlon for debarklné from the
1s1and ‘beginning 10 December. = The ‘Third Battalion embarkéd 15 DeCember,
HaS Compan ileapons Company, the Firet ana Second Battallons embarked on
22 December.

‘o'-

- . ‘ -
Patrol activities of this Repgiment during the periodlincluded ip Phaee'v
revealea some instructive and reveallng faots,“ , S

Small patrols of about lO or 15 men armod with 1suu's proved more effec-
tive for resconnaissance then laréer platoon or company patrols, Thess shall
patrols.were abls to seek out- the -enemy end if engaged and outnumbered, with-
drew easily and quickly, The findings of these reCOnnalssanoe patrels were
followed up by large combet-patrols sent out to sngage and -destroy the enemy,
whose bivousao areas were. usdally discovered by the retonnaissance patrols.‘
bomuany patrols, burdened down with machine guns, mortars. IBX radios for
periodic communitation back t¢ the lines and the problem. of handling over
150 men in thick jungle, were slow moving, noisy and cumbersome to commit
into action. -Smell patrols were ‘able to go out for three or. more days at
a time, travelling for the most part unseen. L

It proved unw1se thouuh sometlmes necessary to follow trails, The
uapanese, -when- they" layed an -ambush, often'fastened llgbt machlne guns in,
the trees. ainsd at a. certain. spot’ alonga trall ' Frequently they would let o
the polnt go- through then open flre on the maln body. "

From examlnatlon of Iapaneue tralls 1t‘was noted “that the Japs cut’
through the Jungle with saws’ probably because they" were quletor than machetes
and’ axes, -etc. Through utumpy,“”nazled growth over ‘swampland they burned
their trails orobably using flame throvers. As well as-following definite
mafnetlc azlmuths the Japu»ev1dent1y mede an’effort to follow rldbe 11nes,
“1ver bapks and wullles.v ‘Their trails hever followed the tooographloal crest
of a rldao,',lnaye sklrted .along thé' side of the slope under cover and in
2
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defilade., They used laborsrs to precede the soldiers and cut out the trails,
From the startlingly wide and squarsly cut Japanese trzils which we followed
through the thickest kind of jungle, it bbc&mb increasingly clear that no
jungle isg 1mpbnetrablc._ . '

In general the JapaneS\ were found to be caréless in establishing secu-
rity. They never used outposts and very rarely carried their rifles in
bivouéc. Consequently, our patrols were able to effect the element of surpriss
which acsoounted for the success of our patrol aOthltIUU and kept our- casual~
tigs at s minimum, i

The following is s compilation of Japanese casuslties, lst Repiment
casualties, Japanese prisoners captured, and Japansse ordnance captured or

' destroyed in lst Marine engagements on Gusdalcanal:

1, Totul Japanese casualties: ' Killed, 2lo2
2. Total casualtiss (our owm); o Killed, 109

’ Tounded, 197
3, Total prisoners captured;: _ 20

4. Total ordnance captured:

AN

/ HMG S Captured, 12 Destroysd, 1
LG Ceaptured, 21 Destroyed, 1
Hortars and “renaae Dischargers Captured, 21
Rifles _ Captured, ‘700
Pistols Cantured, 20
70mm Field Pieces Captured, 3
Flame Throwers Captured, 12
7Hmm Destroyed, 2
75mm ammunition . . Captured, 29
7mm AT -~ Captured, 6
, . 37mm emmunition Captured, 500
TSHG ’ , - Captured, 1
Tanks (15 Tons) , Destroyed, 12
Range Finders ' Captured, 2
Spotoscopes N Capoured, 1

!1scellaneous-—8mall arms ammunition, Sabers, Grsnadbs, Bungalore
TOrpddObs, Clothing, Radios, Radlo ‘Telaphones and
Tool - Undetermined iuuber, -

.AU ‘I.u; O (5
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“ FIFTH MARINES, PIRST MARING DIVISION

T FLERT MARING FORCT. . - "

‘o0 FLEET POST OFFICE, SAN FRANCISCO;, CALIF.

R?CORD OF FV“NTS - Period from September 19, 1942, to Deoember 9, 1942.e: 

September 19' 19&2 AP ,:,i' AR . t.':f_‘, _‘ L [ :-_-._ | .

0200 ~ Sth Marines area shelled by Japanese cruiser and two destroyers.,
_Shell fire killed 2 and wounded 4 men of 7th ‘Marines bivouacked in 5th
Marines atea. 0915 - L« 35 left on patrol to South and Wost, 1015 - Patrols
from 1+5 left to réconnoiter area in front of’ their liness 1120 - L-3-5
returned.” No contact. M"A", "BY, *C" Companies, lst Bny sent out patrols.

o activity reported., 2nd Bn ordered to return Prom Edson Ridge after
being relieved By the 7th Merines. - : e

September 20, 19&2 f

Contlnped consolldatine positlons. 0410 - Colonel Leroy P. hunt left
by plane. to return to the United States.’ Col. W. Js Whaling assumed command
of the Regiment; La Col, Reaves’ from the lst Marines -assumed command of
the ‘2nd B, ‘rolieving Coli Wi J. Whaling, who had tenporary cohmand, Ai:
raid alarm at 1012 but no planes were: observed

Y

September 21 19&2

Col, Aerritt A. Edson assumed command of the 5Sth Reglment on this date.
Quist in' all ‘sectors. A small amount of rifle and mechine gun fire heard in
hills beyond airfield but no enemy activitj was reportedm

September 22 1942 . _ .

- Lines extended ~ lst Bn to move forvierd to rldge ‘in front of present

: pos1tlon - 3-5 to extend lines about 500 yarde to the West along beach and
first ridge in from beach. 2nd Bn'in D1v151on Reserve, .. . ..

September 23. 19&2 .

i OTUO i Two companies from 2-55 left on patrol of ridges to southwest
of lst'Bh pdditionsv On Grassy Knoll 9 enemy were sighted (one. drmed) but
no ¢0ntact wed made.

: v
S

September 24. l9h2

Advanced OP set up ! to obeerve arda to front of 1st Bn. D 1445 - Regis
mental OP reported a Japansse soldier observing from a hill about 1500 yards
to the southwesty * 1510 - Rogimental OP roported Japenese soldier observad
on ridge about 2500 yards to southwest moving north,

-~ . Ed
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Septéﬁbcr 25, 19h2 Lo ;;=J,?:ﬁ- :af, R E}I
S ’ 45 T, T : o : )
’FWf 0500 - 2nd Bn - left to contact 1st Bn, 7th Marlnos, and to brinb in §
'*dxad and 25 wounded from that battalion. 1450 - Fart of the lst.Bn, T7th,
rcturned through our lines with 26 wounded, mostly strotcher cascs., all
J{evacuated by wa/ of 5th Marines Regimental Ald Station, . w1
S il

y September 26 1942 T " -.~f A :;: ”f “‘f’l‘n“v',W

1625 - Raldcr Bn passed through ourrllnes and JOlned forces with the
2nd Bn, 5th under.command of Lt. Col., Pulléer of the 7thliarines, Firing in-
creased on both sides and at 1714 Colonel “dson on order of the D1v131on
assumed command of the comblned forces. - 9 dead’ and 49 wounded, evacuatod
by Rey1menta1 Surguon. Durlng the night Colonel %dson ' s forcos ,occupied the.
sast bank of/thu Matanikbau River with. can51derablo fire of 'all kinds béing
: cxchanged during the night. Remainder of ‘Regiment moved defenses and were
ﬁ;prcpared to operaté as situation requlred An attempt to cross the Matanikau
" River proved unsuccVSbful by 2-5. ' ' !

T e

September 27, . 1942 o ;,A_v[ L R o

luOO -.Bonbed by 18 enemy bomburs. léhO - Uy S dostroyer assisting

the attack by flre .on buach near’ uatanlkau ‘Village. Our. forces continued
attidck on oenemy along latanikau River untll about 1800 when all troops were

. withdrawn to their defensive arsa, 1lst and 3rd Bns continued viork durlng
, the nlght on. dufunSO pos1tlons aloné ridge llnos.v IR

P
z

JsSeptenbar 28 1942 VA i T . v S )
i e ' o et P O
g 0835 - Patrol from?fLB passed Reglmental OP to reconnoiter near Grassy

Hill, Returncd at 1300, Some enemy activity in front of 3rd Bn, ATron durlng

the - nlght lst and 3rd Bns alerted but enemy did not attack P e

oeotenber'29. 19&2 ' i; RO ‘. fg" : ,,:a O S

4 .j"l"

'eoulpment.
) e ,
) prtembor 30; 19&2.

Contect nith enomy in 3rd Bn ares after dark 29 %bptembcr. 2107 - 3rd
Bn reported enemy actlvitj along tuctical wire near center ‘of scctor and re-
quested permission to lay down mortar fire -in that area, Requost granted,
Daylight patrols. There wes no glgn of the onemy having been in any of the
‘areas for a period of at least ten.days., Threc dead Japs, laborers, were
found, = Appédrently hav1ng died of melnutrition., "One of them in the past two
days, the other«two having dlod at least: ten dav previous, 'One recinforeced

~
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company .from 3rd Bn, .1st Yarines,. made & patrol 'toward Matanikeu Village
Area defended during night, ..Forward: args secured: by. dayllght natrols whlch
procured -some 1nfdrmat10n of ithe: enemy.: DbehSGS on HTR 1mprov d Lo

R TT VAT TR ST St

.Oqtober 1, 19&2

e ST . ool Lo I ,u

The day Was spcnt 1n patrolllnr, putting in tactlcal wire, éatting tank
traps,. -cutting: fle paths through thc Junble and in goneral improving ouf
dCf“nSbS T .

{ .
A .

Ocﬁober‘?} 19&2 Huﬂwﬁ?,w
& patrol of 4 men from 2—5 undur Lorporal thnkuo lcft at 1935 1 October.

19& for Matanikau Rlver. ' They travelled slowly-end largely through the S
orush resching the river be fore dawn., They. had a0, contatt with the anemy\
nor ”aS any. ‘activity scen be5ond the river.dué perhaps -to tho earlinéss-of
the patrol, -On the. cest side of the river Marines! pucks wers Founhdy they .
had not beon disturbed since being 16ft thbrb durin° ‘the “operatioh: of 26-27
Septembvr.nrgoma of our hand grenagdos were also found and brodght back. The
patrol. returned at 0940, Fwo patrols were sent’ out by L~3=5 to 1ldCaté and
1dent1fy oné_of our. planeb which: had been onot donn in frOnt of our. lines. ;
Octobpr 3, 191;2 e

, TWO four mdn patrols,were "ent out b 3-3. They - found no .evidencs of -
recent. activity on the part of the enemy, - They. returned at abeut 1400, ° Thf
remainder of the regiment wds occuploc in continuing the improvemant of our
delences., - : : - : :

Cctober Iy, 19&2 :--Aa~ R ‘:'J.,*” Ac*~“;'1‘ : »
| o ~ . . X E . B 3_-~' K ..

. Vew posltlons Weru prupared by I—j~5 streurthenlnw our: defonsc of thc B
polnt where. our.right flank- turns. on the beach, : Trazils were .cut. with “thet
view of moving. thu right- ond of our Pirst Bsttalion &nd the leftend of oun
mh;rJ.BatLallon line for"ard Additional trails wors slso’cut- behlnd our’
First Battalion. =The.road along our front lines was-improved. thorough
reconnaissance;has*madu of possible positions for:a:sscondary- dofensive 1ine.'
Two patrols wers sont out, Ividence of cnemy activity along the iatanikau
wag found.. There was one contact resulting in three enomy killed, two
woundod, No'larine casualtios. One plutoon of the Second Pattslion was
Sbﬂt .to the mouyth of tha datanilgaw River with -trucks and a half-track to
Saldeu abandonud aquinmunt., They ruturned about 2015 h October..;; iy

O T T % SRR L T L
TS

Octobor, ;. 1942 S

orK WAE contlnund,on ;our ne/ front llnc p031flons' conmuuicxtlonétralls
X und flre lancs wers cut; buuch defanses wetro improved; =« motorizszd oatrol
went to tha cast bank of ths Nat¢n1kau River to Tocover abundonud slarine

..m Sl 1L oorvis E TN R AR I 2 muo
;i : ;
- PN - < e . . 4 -
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_uorpu g 157 ¥ and tﬂrub snall patrolg WEYC o“urotlnb to tho front~of our,. llnes.
‘A motorlzod Dutrol Prom- Sccond Batbulion, Fifth, made up of onc motorized
“Weapons p]atoon, plug one. half-track LTHRTY) in, command of,hagor JicDougal,
”*nt out on October 4th to- thn:e bt sbenic of - thae ia tanlkau Rivor, mouth to sil-
vage oquipment-left . -there .&s. .o ruuult of the: Flfth R46lm0nt wnu gcventh Regi-
ment contact fthere on ocptomopr 26-27" L

e . L4

¥

- L v.r-". PRI

. Thp duy VIe.s spunt dn 1lprov1ng db ¢nses phtrolllng,._nd in prep rlng
for the execution of” Rogime mbal Opernd o Cr d@r h~h2, whieh was given +to Unit
'Commwndhrs on this dafe... Tho mission .of the Pifth Rarlmout lhss the. st Bn
and det: rchment; of the ¥pn.Co was. Lu drive the enomy from - the aot bank’ of*. the
4,tun1\u4 and .thon, to. fulnt &,prOSblni . Meanwhile, Col, hullnﬁ w1th 3-2 plus
a sniper detqchmunt was to secure:the crossing af’ thc Hatanikau River on’ the
left flenk of ‘the 5th. Herines and cover the crossing of the 7th Marincs. The
)th arincs are to'crogs from thelr position on ordur.

- ‘,!.' Tt e

.( ctobur 7, 19/4.2 5 - o . - ,.

b...,-'

Purniéhcd beuub de fc 1sc sung to Soctor 2 from vpns Co..i Oecupied.dofen-
sive position Sc ctor 4. hltl st b .burnlshud outpos for 3cctor-3 from 3rd
En. Rest (less 1-5 ond detachments from 3-5 and Wpns Co) attacked tovnrd
Vet.anikau Riverete solzenposition wlong river und - assist 3-2 in utiazck on
8 Oct 4z townru aat.nijean Village,  proparsd to cross rivern on.ordcr. -Degails’
as follows: 0700 .~ Foint of 3=5-cleared wire.dn its swctor:moving wesh tow*rd
ntonikau along.boach pead,’ Column. formation: 3-5-(less Co L),»
d~tﬁcbmhﬁto), 2-5, Med Sec, Wpns Co- (icss. dwtacnmcnts). 2o L {Rogt 'l rosc rvu)
0855 o 8 8lmn. Plut,. o H, - 2=5" und. H- 2-7 ordored into position Forward: of GP.-
at oﬁaburn cdie of bwnﬂnw grove; 1005 - 3-5 point. rccc&'ud snall arws: fire
from ¢a st of’*atnnlx - River, “dvhncad»*ttch, 1148 -0 2-5 occupivd 0051t10

along, intunikeu Riveg ut junction with. _ereck uxtendlah north and ocust; ~1216, -
CO.requestod "F"L%nmunt of Amph Trec urit to assist in dive srsion; 1500 (“bout)
- 0o L reserve r qurtcd to 3-5; 1455 - Reguest to D-3 for =zssignmnent of ons

Co Rar Bn is rossrve, granted, o &j Rdr BEn roportod sbout 1700 to CP and
-wore ordercd into positions as loeal sceurity along beuch and wocds; 1750 -
;LL mlnfu;oﬂt off by 1mph Irwo An ﬂront of . right of 3-5,;_«;n .

. i 17 L

L Do . B : - . . e

Octobcr 8 1942 _ ;;,,P o L .El,ﬁ

uuru1QAud bu~cb dc f,ua guns sind erews from pn Co to Szetor 2. Oceupicd
dpf“\SlV u3cctor with lst Bn-ond - furhxuhwﬁ OttOOoL“fOT 3¢ ctor'3 fron 3rd Bn.
Pert 'l less abéve unlt cand wibhounits. b1 st Raider: Bn tt ched, . oceupicd
.poultlon,plgnc tanilon, RLJur ‘na"ttumpb~d-t “drlvo unvmv from 5.liont 1n
Tight contor ,lo(v rlvcr.~ DbtulluA'( followsi 0906 -. 2-5 (a Cos ) ordcered ‘to
.gunction, contact: 3-2, and atvtuck north-oun. right

eross riyor soubh of cre

S
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'Octobur 11,L1QQ9 "~-ff; g<' T i:?a:};';% -

e

e

1212 - Cos & and G toppad by MG and rifle flre,

N

of 3<2; 0910 - Co 4, Raider Bn rosched | rvar, Cos K end 'L hold ap by, enumy
flru,.lool - amph Tracs disposed for local soeurity at Cr, 1006 Tvacuztion
of cusualtics from 2-5 authorized via river trail; 1145 -'L-3-5 w1thdrawn; '
relisved by Co G, Reidor Bnj Rulavr Bn placed unaor commund of uaJor Yalt;

\

hétober 9, 1942

Furnished beach.defense guns and crews from Wpns Uo to Scoctor 2, occu-
pied defensivae sector 4 with lst Bn. Furnished outpost.to Scctor 3 from 3-5.

;lcgt'l lecs wbove units and with' lst Raider Bn attachcd, occupied holding

position d10ﬂg Matunnkau ‘River from mouth to orosk . Junctlon about. 1800 y= rds
to south, dreove ensmy P rom salient’ cast of river in right center sssisted by

firc‘attask cf 3»2 on Matunilkau VJl;ag«: Detzils as Pollows: 1800 - Co B,

Reider B 'n placsd in position betwesn A and § Co, lst Rdr Bn, to trup anemy

cin their pooltLon; 1830'@ fierce enemy ditack  on A (o, lst Rdr Bn, from ensmy

defensive position, encmy rcpellou throughout night with hewvy losses to both
sides, ths enanmy buln& driven ‘off” and destroyed; 1900 - Cos L and I, pro~

"viously reorgenized as one company (146)-and plhcod in ressrve, rcloased to

’

. Nne section 3?mn and one half-track covcrlnu sand bar at river mouth, artillery

3-5; 2025 - ?opollcd enemy attack on thc rizht £lank (30 to 40 cnemy); 2110 -

directed to fire concentrations from river-mouth to Point Cruz Penintula then

to fire uchcdul :d fires 1nturdict1nn road ledding to west; 1155 2-5 alsrted,

prepurcd on order 46 .withdraw and- covar to smaindor of regiment from 9031t10n

ot riy@r'mouth- 1750 - Rwldur Bn w1Lndrom to- Lungu ‘Bivouacsy L

-

‘Ootover 10, 1942 - ,,x'; Cmer e e

.Furnisg hyd bwach dcfenue g)unD und créws fronx*mns Lo to aector 2, Occu-

plu& dofensive Sector I -with 1st Bn, Furnluhud dutpost-to 3ector 3 from 3%5.
Regiment, loss above units and loss 3-5, with 3-1 end He-2-7 sttachod, occupied
defensive position along Hataniksu River from mouth south 180 yards to créck
junction, Details ws follows: 1825 - 3-5 withdrew to Lunge bivouac relieved
by 3-1; 1915 - artillery to fire hurassing firs twice hourly on roed  Ioading

to Foint Cruz; 2020 « artillery interdiction ordercd for.nigsht; 2400 - Sccu-
rity detachment stationed on boeach; 13&5 2-5 to hold position along vast

bank.of river astride creek und Ezast West Truil, 3-1 to hold position on

and “fpris Jo rvturn>d to ,unn& Bivoumc- 1700 -
i:_:r‘(,l lcvud hy 3

¢85t bank From mouth south to 100 yurd from right flank of 2- 5;. 0630 - 3- -2
units clenréed to-.réconnoiter Bast West Trail “nd -Grosey Knoll; 1530 - H&o
—5"returnud to Lun :

0'—~

0t .
1

Furnished beach defense guns wnd crews to 3Jector 2, oo Guﬂlud defenaive
B ]

Sectors. 3 end-J,- 2nd and 3rd Bns reorgunized and scrviced cquipment. Recon-

noitercd Grassy Knoll end Test "est Treil in that arce--no neow informatioa.

w’ : L L : o . : .
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Ootober 12, 1924’2 S TR -A‘:l' o \x T

4

o )

Furnis th busch défeﬁse suns to Suctor 2. Cccupi®ed defensive Scetor 4
with lst Bn., FPFurnishad outpost to Szotor 3 from 2rd Bn.,  2nd ‘and 3rd Bns..
.roorgenized .and Qgrvichd Gguipmont, Details as.: :£ollows: 0Q04.~ “fpns Co =lerted
Hin buxcn dofonss .guns 1347‘~ 3-5 tosted BARS{.OT700 - 3-2 rocomnaisssnoc patrol
(rucnfovouu uompalv) clogr“d fo“xrhgsy Kooll, roturnod-1n;tbu»1uto““fterhbon
~iith neg tlJ“ ‘nford4t101. Ll ' I e

;OqtqﬁérA

- _'.-;: . - T R e . - Ve
4% Zukun 4ais.moruing, tHorked lon defensive
e and. trailo$, o . o T
- v, .

Cmavil ouni tb. w-;it.rz e one tabblyship in it skelled Lor.
2 hours, rport-recsived mest of’th\ fire . Inturnittont bOlené throuwhout
the nightxa'on with fircfrom cnomy arvillcryg Furnishod buﬂcn defonse guns
to Boctor 2 f{ronTWpns Co. ‘Occupied defunsive Scctors 3 and 4 with lst and
3rd Bng {Go F a%tached), 0645 ' ; ‘hily squad pat“ol-

*730 ong half-traclk and 2 _ _ _ i 1~Qﬂ}1‘0”hunf cov0r1n5
i #iladed positiou say of So K us purt of rosceve. -Inohy

“hembed
Ootobo;‘ 1_5, ?19,,{;2_; , " e AEUE L

'pncp“raflon on dofense lln ] contlnucu throughout tho day 2nd and 3rd
Bns’ oocupisd front line position which thoy had- prcwlnubly prepared.  -Enomy
Dlul(é boabud €t 1250 with rooulto unknowa . O Bnomy urtilloery flr”d aszqdie
ca717 througnoul Ldu du, and firc was Iuturnvd by olr b ttor1o .

;ostobqr.lé, 191‘;2 G : ‘ : L
. - Fu rnwonu& bbibh dofonst guns Lo 3éctor 2 cnctlcallv Joo*¢*ud Ln»olonc“r
Br.. Jccunicd defonsive Svctor 3 with. 3-5 {Co
“loft half with 2-5, Conclnuug work' on forwkxg dvfons“v

Octobar 17 19h2 ' : ' '
Occunied dofensive Sccotor 5 with 2nd and 3rd Bn (uo C LLLLCth) fur-
1 bowdh defénse 5uno to Scetor 1, i Lrollua in front of 1wft,ﬁn.(2qd)
,to:SObJDwubi v o S i; : ' BT -

1 . . . = . D R

’O,C'to'bor 18,‘ 1942 o R . S -

O cupied defensive sector 5 withmend aand 3rd. (Co € attached) Bns, PFur-
2} bl ‘

‘nishod buucL dufense guns und orews to sector 1 from Vipns Co.
T g etk L oo -

\ ‘ | ‘



B

~ T ' ANNEY ' (cost) - gt

‘#ifshed beach defenss guns =zad. ¢reis. to seétor 1-froin ans Co.

”Oqﬁbber»éo.~1§&2*iv_-f‘ff.‘nd, o T

o

¢ o

October 19; 1942 L L

N

Océupied deféonsive seotor 5 with 2nd znd 3rd (Go O attuchud) Bns, Furs’

. ' . i .
B e

Occapicd do fvn31v' sootor 5 ulth 2nd and jrd (Co C attachcd) Bns, Fur-
nishcd beach: dofGJCe guns dnd- crews to defonsive sector 1. Continuecd work on -
d~f~qolvu inuthllaulons. Patrol from 3-5 to draws south of cocConut grove west
“of 3-5 mines. . Haf no contact with the enemy but discovored what appearcd to
‘have been an OP with a commanding view of the-beach rbad.‘ > did not apposr
- to hdve becn used ucontlyw_'ﬂt 1930 hn‘uncmy planc dropped fragmuntutlon

bombs..uRu ults uakanown. ‘? v _ -
.._., -_4 . ) :

Ootobur 31“ k2 Lo BT S i
.A.. .

.

.‘-"';. . - ";"" e : Lt ' . .
Docupisd’ dofonolvn seotor 5.ith :24d and 3rd (Co C attached) Bns. fur-
nishod begeh dx Ptnse runs and %rews to d¢funsive sector 1. Continued work
on dcfonSHVu ins®allations. ) ' '

Octobcr 22, 19&.2,
"  R T S v :
) OCClpluL defengive soctor 5. w1§n and and 3rd ( ¢ attached) Bns, Fur-
nlohed buachdd Pensq uaa dna crovs to defensive scétor 1, Continucd worl
on aefen ive rhst¢11¢tlons. ' .

'

October 23, 19h2 . _;.ﬁ~&l SRy
o e e AT e T

Occupi. g. dﬂfOQSiVV &,ctor 5 ultn )nq ard jrd (uo C utE%Chud) Bns, Fur-
~nished beach: dufoHSG guns and *crovs. to dﬁfCuclv& sector 1. Continucd work

,Qn dofonsive ﬂnStall&tlonS;, HLSngb. Co 4, lst Tk Bn; pns Co - 5 {leas dets);

1st Bn (less €6'T), Dotails: Two patrols from 2«5 patrolied to south in lef't

‘of sector ulong Zast wust Trail and Grussy Knoll. Infomation nogative,
uuany tanks actempted to.cross the fatanikau RlJbr. 10 werc destroyed,'’ Ton-

31durwb1u onemy activity wus observed ncar:our "OPLR along-tho kotanikdh River,
Heavy drull*ulv fire was laid down., i :oar e ‘
b o . ' -
Ocﬁober z4, m949 'ﬁ, oo o
S AN : . ,

chupiudfd_Lpn51vb syctor 5; furnished beuch defense guns- to sector 1,
Onu plgtoon Co ﬂcman wed 1lstuning ost ﬂlon" b zch to r~”r o? 3=~ 1 from dusk'
to dﬂ' P ‘e : i

| o U"W '
October 25, 19#2" .vwr ot ¥b PRI .
Y A "'{l s T * e .
ﬂccgpiod defdnslvc sector ), fuqusned beszch dcfenso 5unb to ssctor 1,
Reservos: Cg 7 .and o ﬁ Co A, lsi"l"k Bn,‘ viprisCo (loss dets), Dotails.
. R “'. ) - ? ‘(w- A

- VT | -prt. t"‘" :”-.
g - . AVNEYL P (7)
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Patrolled in left of laetor {three piatodns) from 2.5 to Bast Wost Trail.
Patrolled right of seetor, draws and ridgcs. for 1500 ,yards, 1141 « 2.5 .sent
four man .patrol to .contaet.platoon. patrol fn. 1ts.ftont. This patrol fired

- upon-by small group of enemy, 1220 4. Ono half of one platoon patrel from

2-5 rcturned, heving made sentact with enomyi suftered sno ktlled, onoc missing.
patrol scparated;. Othera rotn.ned later in day.

) Octobcr 26; 19h2

Furnished’ beaoh defense gnns and crows from ans Co o sactor 1° occupiud

.'d&fensivo scctor ., Farnished beagh dofcnso frOm 3wlts Fear 37mm to front of
s tank burrier on Matanikey River road, 1615 & Combat patrol Ge2«5 roturned,
having patrolled tho foot of Grassy Knoll. scayino in ambush positton during

Y day‘

Ostobor. 27, 1942

Eurnished boach defanse 1G's crows from Wpns Go to soctor 1. oocupiod

! dofonsc scetok 5. with 3vd Bn, 1037. - Thyoe! equads reconnoitorcd. patrols to

-7 Trail left from 2«5, roturncd et 1010, 1125 « M Co MO crow killed. one
enamy in front of K Co which had boen hit by mortar and feow rounds, B

Qctobor 28, 19&2

“Ocoupted defénsive segtor- 5, ‘Purn$shed beabh defense guns gnd crows to

‘sector 1., Reconnoitered.front, wtth 4 man patrols morning and. afternoon. infor-

mation negative..'
Octobur 29, 1942

From 1800 to 0815 oceupied dafensivo sostor 5; turntshed beach deGﬂob

',guns and..crews to dcfensive seetor 1,- 1655 « L,B.l ’ecoived orders to Cross.

the Matanikau on the night of the 3lst and eover ‘north brtdging end crossing

. of 1a5 at. 0630. At 1707, . 2«5 ordered to oross Matonikauw en the night of the
31st to cover south bridging and ewn cressing at 0630 with one platoon on wicst

bAnk of Matanikau, 1700 - Artillery fired on tequest to wost of rivar about
600 yarﬂs south of mouth, A

Octobor 30 14h2

Ru’lmfnt ma&e propar“tlons for followxng days offcnsiva._ Four frlcndly
dustroyoLs'wnd 1 aruiser fired on‘vncny positions near the village ‘of Kokumboaa,
about 0700, Onc prisoner (workman) capturcd by Hq-2-5 on tho Bast Wost Trall
Alr rald alarn soundaey at 1515 but no eneny plaavs appoarocd, :

) Octeﬂyﬁr 51, 1942 o . .

Regimunt moved up to east bénk of Matenikau, bivouscksd and prepared to
R o ‘ ' e — g
L ANHEX P (8)
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+ rigve out on offun51vo thc followln* mornlng. .,ncnx artlllcrv‘flru foll in
i Mpns 0o - 5th: blVOUaC ‘arce, whigch w Saubdut 500 yardu.cast af. mouth of Hata-

o nlkau, throughout the nlght. R o y
.,";onembur 1, 1942 ‘Q:PF} ;:; h S é;j,f*' vt
IR . ht’OQOO onu'pliégbh from Te2- 5, under L, B;béshanian; rcinforced with

a’ section of machint guns crossed listanikau Rivér in rubber bouts and coverod
\crossmb of 2-5 which took pluce at 0630, CrosuanuCOFplottd'Et 0700 with
2=5 on loft wnd 1.5 on right. 3-5 crossed a%h 0800 foldowing 5.5 afveneo.
-2‘J' on lofg: Subtor of regimortal” frout advahcs d %o D+l ~at”apﬁrox1matuly
71000 Nlth very 1itf1e 099031t10n dnq was ‘then.: orderud by wo idlent. to take
up &uS&Ult Lirom J=i. at A33O 2-5 1ost contact Ulth ~5 at this time, - They

”lu'thul prpoucdcd *t0- 0= 2 ut 1440 wlthout oncountFrlnv any .encny oppoolt;on where

»oe

'Lyuthey%;ﬂyﬂ OutanLd a deha351vc blan far the nlyht,, 1-5, hewever, ran into
o :hoavy unemy onpositloq. fAt.063@ 1-5. crossed ‘HMatanikaw in right half of.

: "egl ntal zone, by means:-of . oot brldre constructed by engineers during pre-
'>4Jﬁifhg n}vht No oppos ition. encountered until about 0830, when within 800
y;rds of 0-1, Right company (4) succeeded in overcoming opposition .and. reach-.
ing 0-1. by.lOOO. Left company (C) mot stiffer opposition,: suffo rod heavy
gwcasualt;os, including threotofficerst‘und vras stoppud about 250 yards short
of 0-1. ,Heserve &onoany (Bp* committed -about 1000 on . right flank of C. The
attdck movvd on._rnuvhlng @+Lrabout. 1130, “Vhen attack on 0-2 was commenced
*@ﬂ 1936? ‘-5 was'unablo to. udvdnce in 1oft of its zone,. Right company ad-
venced BOO yords® beyond O- ) but withdrew upén finding tncmselvos isolated,
Jelt colipsnios continued to suffer: heavy casualties and werc uwuble Jfo advance,,
Tate in thq wfternoon, 1-5, with L- 3-%5 attachcd, tvoL up defonslve oosxt@on
along0l1 for the night's h;lt. T o - Y
B N

Novqmbdt.Z,: L942 - 'hful e ﬂi1 BT ;wﬁf.%*‘“' :
: - a\ AN G ' o

_ i 1a.. Clc¢rcd groy of éﬂomy glpyu- ﬂtwnbn 0~ l gnd 0-2, Pllcud
b“ttullol 1n dsfonsive “positions 060J Iiand X Cos rupulsud ‘bayonet. chargc,
A1T cdphy klllug, A ¢&r1nos woynddd, OubO - B-l22° mov;nb Wwest through our
troops alon beuch road ‘.ulout 1ﬁturdlctpr/ fire on road, 0715 - U-1- 2
haltedt ' 2- ? uytiuxlng to. north..-0330 - 2nd Marincs euthorizod -te pass s -through
5th to wegt.., 0845 - G25° cﬁpturua I Jap 37 typoe .guns und onc prisoncr. 0936 -
Enemy group wlthdrl”lﬂo toward loft of 2-5, E-2-2 passing through to WS t,:
0938 -~ 2 mors 9Ts moving to p051tlons to assist abtack of 2-5 on’pn“my qukot
0942 - Brewy atoompting to swinm out fromupockct. 095% Total: of 9 ;Zb And'f
ons fieid pivos cupturcd, , 934’ - 2-5 hald qp‘byéﬁ“K}“ in corcl, 2042 m
- 136G bowCh, F T3R5 o cnemyy ;n«wltur. 1107 = L=3e5 to mov
'h5«1oor; uucurlth%b~h koli‘CD» lllg'k‘u-S orderéd to wifhir
ator ou lunwru, 32123 - 2nd rinedTPossed left of 2—5 mov ing:
1155 .. Jos I end K £0. i AT Yo stst bank of Mutzinikaws 1240 - 1-164
pwus>” L‘Yo*gﬁ THB =5 mov1nb wast, 1241 - Ca ptured hoavy rcapqnsfdcmoulonvéo
1305 - 2-5 %o occupy defensive position south ‘nd“wost,of Regt'l Cr, 1L50C -
Ypng CF vstulli hud south of road and wost of ba se of Point Cruiz, @ 1541 %
1?3-5 tolfurﬁlsn uucurity dut&chmunt Matanikau Rivor bridgss, 1550 - 1—134

v bl N
3oeoo e T O AL |

:1‘
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ordeéred to.0=2, 215 to place fesetva dombany in, evaouuted poszﬁiqn;, 1626 s
3-37mms ordered to 1-5 on Ténaru, 178 & 3«5.to disposoc one rifls cdmpany
reinforced at ¢ Biry; one, cavering river mouth and ne- cover1ng fiver ¢ross~
ings. During day's operations Capt, -Koith’ with G~2-5 and :five enlisted men
‘of 245 Wers fatally ingured._ SOVen .other: evacuated.;¢ 3-5 .suffered heavy -
fcasualtios. . T EEE ST B T

5” November 3 19&2 '

Withdraw 2-5 and*ans Lo, from wost of Matanikau to defensive position
s:long Tenaru Rivor, Moved CP, forward and. recar ochelons. +t6-scctor 2, 35
remainéd  in- defense &t° Matanikau. possed ‘to. Division control; . Dotails:
j0547 - 215 .moving %o Tenaru dé¢fensgive soctor ‘followed by /pns and H&S, One
half-track assignod to 1-5 qut<sub-sector. Ono’ plat 37mms asgigned to 1-5
-and’ onc to 225, Before the an Bn witthGW‘they had . disposed ol 187 of the
. enemy including 17 officers of. which one-was a ¢olonsl, 9-37mm’ guns wero
captured, 300. rounds of h 5 ammunition dnd 300 rounds of 70mm- ammunitior and
34 M Guns, . Do e e L

Novombor k4 1942 .. ‘_';f;'fj:}a e
Occupied defensive ‘soctor 2 with 1st ond ‘2nd Bna. 3rd Bn in dofensive
Pposition on Matanikau, continued.moving CF, to soctor 2 from 5. Patrolled
1000 yards to cast, southeast. and south.. Informatlon neg¢t1vo. InSppotéd}A
}-and rupalrcd w1rc in new p0sit10ng..ﬂ' 5 . . Lo

,Novcmbor 5. 19&2 45.;5,.

C Occupiod dcfensive soctor 2 with lst cnd 2nd an. 3rd-Bn' in D1v1sioq
¢ontroly The aroa of" patrdl rcsponsibillty of tho Sth.and 7th liarines Was.

" agreed &pon as.the. ling Funning north and south through MIR 1imiting point,
3rd Bn pﬂtrollod *long ‘Bast Wost Tr%il east of tho Matanikau to the high
ridgos on the wost, Amnunition and aquipmont loft in a:-biveuac arca inthis :

" vieinity wos found ﬂnd a party was sent out to-bring 3t in, Two potrols
from 2«5 wore sont to the Eagt‘mast Trail to. tholy front, Tho informgtion

, gqinod was nogﬂtivo? - o

. A - 0 ey rErt . . -
oLt L ' .5'.-"-”““"‘ I sro T

vovcmber 6 l9a2

Occupiod d fonuivo soctor a ‘itb 1st And 2nd an, ‘3rd Bn under-Bivision
control, "}=37mm a2nd 8 cal 50 iGs A3L17nod to ¢ach Yst and 2nd Bn, onc half-
" traek te lst Bn, ono half-track to 3~J and one. to 2nd Wzrinos.” 15 sent
reéonnaisganco’ patrol 1500 yards to mag az 1009, negative. 0820 - 2-5 sont
onc riflo plat with one light MG scetion attached to roconnoiter to Melambu
River on mag az 135%, Negative report, Proscribod boundary between Bns for
potrol rospon51b111tJ. 2=5 had 2 pttrols in front of their position to EY:
trail, uiscov,rcu 40 .fresh Japancss tr;cks headed in westerly direction,

: o
ANNEX P (10)
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Vovombcr 7. 1942 'x’ f', N ﬂ'*

e ,; M e ol e ‘_.':.

K Occupicd defensxVo soctor” 2 with lst and’ 2nd Bris o+ 3rd Bn' undor Divxsion
control. 15 p“trolled beach from Tonari to Tlu River at night. ' -5 pctrollcd
south ‘to EW Trail and ulong Trail and 1.5 1500 yards in its right front. T
Information ncgctivo. ' Receiving ordors to outpcst site of bridgc constructlon
across Tenaru beginning morning of 9 \ov. Roserve First Plat, hpns Co. Gon-

‘eral olcrt “t 2000 for novcl gun firo as" olaven onemy whrships wero reported

0

Novembor 8. 1942 S o 3- o jf "..;..' S .', N

N - B ~ « N o

. Occupied dofonsiVo so6tor 2 with lst and ‘2nd Bns. 3rd Bn under Division
control. ‘Holf-track (organxc) from Matanikau revarted to Rovttl control Lnd
attechod to-105,  othor ‘helfs tracks rovertcd to own ‘organizations, _2-37mms
from Tpns Co rovorted: ¥b posorve. £rom 1<5 sub.soctor. Reserve lat Plat‘ﬂpns
Co- (h-37mms and‘a eal-50 MGs), Patrollod boach during derkness £ rom Toniru

to Ilu Rivors..‘Roconnoitored to' east. southeq,t cnd south of front--informa—
tion nogativo.~ SRR S AAE T . - T I I SV

: : . . 3
. S E— . N N .o . e e [ o PRI Y

+ . \‘-. . e .. . v R . *
. iﬂ ;

Novombor 9. 1942 DAL e TR ;‘; e
R : e TN T Y
Occupicd dofonsivo sector 2 with 1st °nd 2nd an. 3rd Bn dlvision'ro-'1~
scrvb..; ntrolloﬁ to’ south. southcast. and eagt of . defensive’ sactor.& Jnformav
tlon nﬂg“tivc..'t trcllod iduring hours of darkness. from” the Tenaru .%o:ITluly . u.
Rivoru along bouths  ‘Information nogative,. Outposted’ sito of bridgecbnstruc-
tion aoross Tensru® River, Instolch tactteal wirc at outpost to anlude out-'
post in dofon31ve wBOtOrcv

I

i

vacnbor 10. 19&2 'f: iji' .. ,:.;5,.i . 3¢ "'ii A;ii {“~&‘L
\_ H 'n ..1 LIS d ; . f : - v s )

Occuniodtdefonsive soctor.2 with lst Lnd an an. Brd Bn 1n D1v1sion .

rasorvo,‘movcd from dofonsive. posztion ‘at. Jatanik . RiVGr Ho: b$VOh¢c pos}tlon‘ '

2t Rogt 'l O, Outpostoed. bridgo sitadover Todaru Rivé¥ L4, 1st :Bn.nroas ™ Rccon-’“

noitared. to, sowth, sowthcast and oot of ‘positior during Hours of dxylight.“ i?“’“

Potrolled from tho Tonasu to I1W Ri&érs"aloh%‘the botch “during the fdlurs' of, |

durknoss, Information from ¢ a2l p@trols negativo oxéent £6 “‘southvast Shore

two-d‘y old traeks of nbout 8 men hoaded in o westerly direction on the Ei
rail wore discovora@ WOdgy‘was tho 167th birthdey of tha U. Se Murino Corps.

" PN " RN s . . ' PR

Novchbor 11 19&2 {jt'

T

LR -Occupicd dcfonsive soctar 2 Nlth lst mnd 2nd~an. 3rd Bn bivouacked
noar-Regt'l /GP .and remained in Div Res. Roconnoitered to south, southezst
and. esst/during the hours of. daylight., Information negative. . Patrollod from
thé Tenoru-R1vor to the Ilu River qlonv tho beach during the hours of dark- A
nosse Infornﬂtion ncg tlvs. ,

A } AL , P e et : . :
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Novembor 12, 1942

« - Occupicd defenuivo sactor 2 with, lst end 2id Bnsy  3rd 'Bu_in Division
roS0TVE. . : : . . .

P

Ho \Iu.db ar 13, 191;.2
Occupicd doLcn31v“ soctor 2 with 1st and 2nd Bns, .3rd Bn in Division
. reserve bivouicked near R-CP.,  1lst Bn begen orgenizing RRL fuging woest.

.
.

!'vaembef 14' 19%2

. Occupir& dufen31ve s»ctor 2 with 1st and 2nd. Tnu. 3rd Bn in D1v1slon
.reserve; 13€ Bn coatinued orvan zation of ‘RRL f‘acin&r easé and 3rd. continued
.orguniyétlon of RRL- fasing uorth \bpaoh)‘ betwedn Lungu and Tenayu RlVSrS»
Recomoitsred to T, ST end S in front of right (2nd). Ba. Roconnalssanoe
patrol, one officér, 20 nen, and TBY from:2-5 1uthorized ut 0600 to resume
southerly nevd on second day- of four day patrol from \82 0-194.5).

, ‘ .
Wovenber: 15, 1942 . R . -
. . : i [N
. Occupied dOLeloiVu 3uotor 2 vlth'lst and 2nn Rns. 3rd Bnqu ﬁ1v1810n
. reserve, ' 3rd Bn cdntlnued nrbparlnqu”“ facing.north Cbcacb\ ﬂnﬂ st Bn
contingod pfcp;rlh, RRL fLQLn cask. Reconnoitered 5, 3% and X 9£ poq;tlon.
411 petrols nbbutli T A "‘A H RS
e M . . LA : ' . . ) ' . ‘ "\:

NOV&!bOT 16, 19&& R

W -

Oecuplwa “dofensive sector 2 with lst and 2nd Bns, 3rd Bn in Division
rescrvs,s “3rd Ba continued preparing RRL facing north (bcacn) end 1st Bn,
contlnuod prupgrlng PBRL facing cagt.along® 1111‘ ator drbuk uCOQnOltoroQ
sto Ty 3% ‘end S one oLy 1nformatlod;nox4tifc. 15 furnluhed sucurxty group -
to 1-11' Burvoy. part‘ at 0915, loawing OP 6 to truil Su ‘as fdr,_u burnca q{f
r1d00.~ Reserve:. st Flat, ¥Wppa Co (h-3Tnmy 4-50 cal’ uGS) 2-5 WfflerU'Lna
gonivr NCO's wltnusseu brldgu building tdchonstr'tlbn by’PlOluur Lot

ts.j. * .. o cewi A . ’

o

Noverber' 17 19u - - A , _ - ,

Occuplod ‘defensive sector 2 vxth 1st and 2nd Bns. 3rd Bn in Divxs;on
reservc., Jrd Bn contlnuod preparing RRD fading north (boacg) and, lst By, -
continued nrcnnrlng RRL facing cast along “llivator uroek.? RPGOHA01ﬁQrud
ta 8, "“‘ﬂnd ;- nbg tlvo 1nform1tlon.'” o i Lo e

. R . S i e LAY ro
Mwmmmor 18 1942 ' R - ‘w‘*ﬁ‘fﬁ?" LA
. ) . B - N I3
i T S
Occu»1u< fon 1,u'sccinx 2wl th Lst! and:2nd -Bns, grd" ‘Bn in- Dﬂ

resorvo. S3rd Uu bontinucd prepering RRL facing-wnorth (bea

continucd 7 g RRL f;clng cast slong Alligator Creok,
L ~ |
: Sy
; aunex 2 (12)
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November 19, 1942 . . i N ,
Occupied dofonsive sector 2 w1th 1st wnd 2pd an,- 3rd. Bn 'in Division
reserve. 1st Bn continusd. pre cpering RRL. facing ecst xlong Alllgater Creck.
Shifted boundary of patrol r03p0ﬂ31b111ty bctvecn Bnu to north. Recomoitered
to eamst. 1000 yards pust Red Bnachﬁ‘iﬂformatlon noge tive, Othor patrols recon-

noitored to 5% and 3; information megative,.

5

quombéplZOr%i9h2“' R S ;f‘ ‘ - ) e o

Occupiéd defensive sector 2 wlth‘iét and 2nd. Bnu. 3rd Bn in D1v131on
reserve, lst Bn continued preparlnb RRL facing east along Alllgator Creck,
Shif,ud rlbht boundéry to snable 1-7 to take position on MLR. Reconnoitered .
“to E, SE and $; information negative, Patrolled besuch during the hours of
darkpéss {rom Tedaru to Ilu River; information negative. .

. . N

Novembe} 21;11942 . B ..

" Occupied defensive Sector 2 with lst and,2nd Bas, 3rd Bn in Division
reserve, Reconnoitercd to E, SE-and S; reports negative., Patfollsd along
the beach from the Tenaru to [lu Rivoers during the hours ¢f darkness; report
negatlvo. Outpostud bridge sito 1n 1=5. aroa.during dwylight hours.

 November 22, 1942 ' f .'2,ﬂf;;
Ocﬁuplcd defensive sbotor 2 with llst and 2nd Bns, 3rd Bn in Division
reserve, 1lst Bn continued prep ring RRL facing cast along Alligator Creek.
Outpostuc bridge site im 1-5 area during the hours of daylight. Reconnoitersd
_to S, ST and B; . roports negctive. ) . S .

hqvember-23' 1942‘

, Occupied dofonsive sector 2 with lst and 2wd an.' 3rd Bn in Dlvision
reserve (less %K-3-5). 1lst Bn. ¢ontinued.. pr°p4rlng RRL facing east along
Alligotor Creek, Outposted bridge site in 1-5 eres during the houts. of day-
light: 1600 - K-3-5 attached to 2-5. 2-5 ordered to outpost fighter strip
No. 3. ° o ' N

November 24, 1942 S
Occuplod defonsive sector 2 with lst’ zrid 2nd Bnss 3rd Bn ,in Division
reserve, lst Bn continued preparing RRL facing east in Alllgator Cresk, Re-
connoitered to E, SE and S; reports negative. Patrolled along the béuch from
the Tenzru to Ilu Rivers durlnb the hours of darkness; reports negative., Out-.
posted bridge site in 1-5 area durlng th% hours of daylight. 1915 - K-35
reverted to 3-5, Order to outpost fighter strlp raevoked. 1435 - Received
gorder to recliaeve 2-5 with 2 7 tomorrow, :

V : | ﬁ
peam ka2
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November 25, l942~'
',Occupiadglﬁfa"sdboec o1 of qﬁfcns1vo so ctor 2 w1th 15t By 5th. ond -

Ba rolicvgd by 2-7 and completed move at. 16QO to bivouac areoa, “Reconnoitercd

to £ and SH; reports nogative,. Patrolled along the beach from the Tenaru

to Ilu Rlvcr during thc hours of derknoss; report nogative.

' ’

Novembor 26, 942

¥

- . . +

h3Binuwcr*a in, D1v1510n RbbGer. ﬁﬁfniéhod vorking'pértiou.' 1600 -
Division 775 ords sred. to maintain one Bn tlc THed for tactical employment
= 2.5 alovkod, 1630 - 1.5 (loss 3rd PLat, -Co D) relicved. by 1-8 in north
gubscohor gf deiensive qcotor 2. 1.5 cutpostod Tonaru bridge site until
roiicvbu by: 1-8;, Patrolled from Tenaru %o Ilu Rivers during dorkness; reports
negitive. Maintgined OP. on beach ot mouth of Alligentor Croek,  alr raid at
033u; Report mno d CMOEE . -

Novembor 27, 1942 ‘

Blvouruuvd in D1v1s1on R“S’TVO (1oss 3rd Plat, D Co). Furnishod work-
ing detzils. 2-5 maint: 1ncd alert for toctical cnployment from 1800 to 0500
end 3-5 from 0500 to 180. Air rcid at 0330, Report no demago.’

oo SRR L

Novembor 28, 1942 o ,

Bivouqckcd.ip.Di?ision-Résérvoa 3rd Plat, Co D relicved nt 1600.-28
Nov 42, ond roverted to 3rd Bn., Yorking dotails, 3-5 nlerted for tacticel
~mplovnunt from 1800 to 0500;- 2-5 alerted from 0500 to 1800. wir roid ot
"0330.,  Roeport no damago. :

NOVC@bar 29, 1942.

Bivourcked in Division R\SOrvc;'4FﬁrniShediw0rkiﬁg,dotails;'-é~5‘ulortod|
for toctical cmployment from 1800 to 0500, 1-5 alerted’ frow 0500 to-1800.
B-b:ulbrtvd for tactical omployment, motorized, from 1800 this date to 0600,

1 Doc 42, Air raid ot 0330, Report no damago,

S

Novorbor 30, .1942. .

‘Bivouacked in Division Rosc 7;,_<uuralbhud worklng dotuile.” 3-5 clorted
for tﬁcti09~5f»nlajnont from L8800 1o luOO (ﬁotorlzof from 1800, 4o 0600},
1650 - 1.5 Ordurud.albrt“d fror: 1800 hls dnto t9 1800 2 Doc h2. air raid-
2t 0330, oport no dnnwg ) .

fﬁivouﬂc cod in Division Ressrvo,” Furmished working detsils,” 1-5 olertod

.‘s‘]@
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for tactical employment from 1800 to 1800 (motorized from 1800 to 0600).
1710 - 2-5 ordered alerted for tactical employment from 1800 this date to
1800 3 Dec 42, Shortly past midnight there was 2 naval engugement in tho
harbor and shells fell in the 2<5 area. At 0400 huod an air raid alarm but
no borbs wors dropped.

A

Deceuber 2, 1942

. Bivouacked in Division Rescrve, Furnished working details,. 2=5 alertsd
for tactical cmployment from 1800 to 1800 (motorized from 1800 to 0600),
1640 - 3 5 ordered alert from 1300 this dote to 1800 4 Dec 42, .

December . 1942 : S

‘5

Bivounoied in Division Reserve, furnisucd working details, 3-5 alerted
for tocticel o p10/mout from 1800 to 1800 {motorized from 1800 to OoOO) 1-5
ordersd alcrted from 1800 this date to 1800 5 Dec ha.

December &,\1942

Biveusckad in Pivision Reserve, Furnished working details. 1-5 alerted
for tactical cmployment from 1800 to 1:800 (motorized from 1800 to 0600),
1730 - 2-5 ordered alorted from 1800 this date to 1800 6 Dec 42. 0130 -
Air raid alara soundod but no signs of cnomy aviation,

'

Decembor 5,. 1942 )
BivouacCked in Division Rescrvej Furnished working detailss 2-5 alerted

from 1800 to 1800, 1730 - 1-5 ordersd ‘alcrted from 1800 this:date to’ 1800

7 Dec 42, wotorlzed Eron :pproxlf tolys 2130 to daylight,)d . 7 - .

Decomber 6, 1942
Bivouacked in Division Reserve. 'Farnishod working details, 1-5 alorted
from 1SOJ %o 1800 (motorized from 2130 to 0600), 1640 -.3-5 alerted from
1800 this date to 1800 8 Duc 42, 12-81mn mortars returncd by 1lst sarines to

Lnlu rey 1ﬂant,

Deccﬂbbr ?, 1942 ST

_' Blvowﬂc&ud in DlvlSlOD Rescrvo.~ -SAhlbrted for tactlcal umploymcut
from 1860 to ‘1800 (motorized from 2130, to daylight): Orgaaizatlon egiipment
moved to assigned embarkation beaches nt ® Lunga Lagoon area, At 1045 air
roid zlorm but no enemy planes,

December-f, 1942 SR

- R SR e
i EE A

- Convoy in the harbor at deim. By 1300 practically =ll equipment was

A@u *'fﬁﬁ
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put on beaches designafsd to units. Regiment with attached units expects to
rnove out tomorrow norning. . .., o :

‘
i

Dec 1bor 9, 1942 . . f”, /

Reveille at Q300 =and chow at O400. -At daybrcq& all units startcd worke
“jing on the beach, Geur was loaded ontboard: sths ind 21l “troops were embarked
w2t 1200, | Air raid warning recsived ‘t 1430, Left Cactus at 1430 for an un-
" disclosed port, Adother air .raid Jnrnlng el 1530 but no enemy eviction ap-
poared, wlorin tr“atmﬁnt uormc,rwod.

>

‘Decomber

)

8 ~ |
1o, 1942 . e

L - B
dovy cincuncsd Lo Yrovps thet ouv-dostinction was brisbund, Australia,
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20
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Phase V..

Sept.

Sept.

Septo

Septx

Septo

Sept.
Sept.
Sept.,

Sept.

dept.
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ARNEX Q (COKT) A

AVIATION
PHASEY

Listed below is a summary of air aGV1v1ties durlng

1942
1942 ~ 4

1942 -

1942

1942

1942
1942 -

1942

1942 -

1942 -

-Vlsale and mbperence bombed.

‘ucrafing enemJ Dositlon nortnwest uuadaloanal by
.3 P 4003. BT ¥ i _

,Attack by 10 Sst oa enemy cruiser “-Damage un—
‘known. : g , o

- P- 4JOs vombed and strafed Koilotumarla.- Rékata~

Bay installations bombed and- strafed by . SBDs.

 ”u1 o Bay ap eared- absndoned.: 'Three- SBD& ‘en night
patrol bombed des&rowers off Esperaﬁce, no nits,
uflales used. O S

"Vlsale area bombed and SUrafed tnrou‘hout day.
‘_}mfregtive planes 50 F4F4s, 2ZSBDS, 7 LBFS, 5 P- 4003.

Contlnued StPPfan from Tassafardngu to Sapuru.

iOne blplane shot down oy u-l? at Rekata Bay,

UBuln awea raided by B»l?s 1 cruiser, 1 AP hit,

.3 float plane zeros and 2 biplanes shot down,
"Visale bombed. Effective planes 41 F4w4s, 21 SBDs, .
__8 TBFs 5 P- 4005.

1942i;:Five B 178 attacxed Buin Eﬁe%y losgeé'Z zeros.

Our’losseg 1 B=17, ©Enemy losses. 6 bombers 5 zeros,
Qur losses 1 83D on.ground.  Effe¢tive planes 28
F4F4s, 2 TBFs, 5 P-400s, 20 DBDS. .

‘Enemy losses 23 bcmbefs out of 25 and l zero.
our. losses’ none.j”ﬁr' o : e

Efftotlve planeb AM 05 FéFés, 20 bBDs, 6 LBFS,-

.5 P-4008. .Rekata - ‘Bay ~ 2 float planes destroyed."

< Eriemy logsés 4- zeros our - Iosses L.F4r4.;

Visale bombed and-voats+strafed, = Trucks: near

" Kokumbona strafed by P~ ~4008; ‘mffectlve planes .

.. end of day 34 F4F4s, 20 S5BDs, 5 TBFs, 6 P-400s. .

¢ P
Pl et~ b
Tt V j
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@ - ' ANGEX Q(CONT) B : ¥ q

30 Sept. 1942

Kokumbona and enaru, enemy atta Xed by SBDs and -
P- 4005.; :

1 Oct. 1942 ~ Five: P 4005 stlafed and bombed fron Cdpe mspefdnce.
-~ to Point Cruz. - Effective planes 57 F4F4s, 19 v
SBDs, 1. TBF, 4 P- 400s. - :

2 0ct. 1942 - Enemy losses 4 zeros. Oour losees 6 F4F4s (2,p11~.-‘
—_— . ots reooverea) Three 8BDs, 3.TBFs lost. P-400s8
attacked enemy in area Maravovo -Tenaru and Kok-
umbona area. : ' :

3 Oct, 1942 ~ Eneny iusses 11 seros (a by AA).. Cur losses 1
: : F4F4 (pilot recovered)., Night attack on enemy
surface force one bomb it on heavy.cruiser,
Planes available AM 26 F4F4s, 16 SBDs, & TBFs - :
cand 4 P 400b. o

N

4 Oct. 1942 | ~ Planes effective o7 F4F43, 20 8BDs,.'5 TBFs, 6
o - P-400s., Atteck on-enemy sufface forue 2. torpedo
hits on heavy ‘erulser, .

5 Oct. 1942 '~ Attack on Rekata Ba} 3 enemy float planes destroy~
S . ed,” Tassafaronga to Maravovo P- 400s attacked in-
stallations and boats. Jix enemy DDs attacked: 1
DD "sunk, 1 damaged,- Our losses 2 TBFss - ;

6 Oct. 1942 . ~ Effective planes .29 F4F4s, 16 SBDs, 3 TBFs, 8
A P- 400s., Air supported érould attacks,_‘ -

SnD contacts with enemy surfsce force covered witn
zeros with belly tanks and flodt biplanes. One
blplane shot down no losses to $5BDs, three pilots
. .. wounded, Seven 5BDs, 4 TBFs, 11 F4P4s actac&ed o
' ‘gurface force, 1 torpedo.hit on heavy crulger, - °
3 float blplanes shot down, 1 SBD and 1 F4F4 lost.

8 Octoul®42

I

9 Oct, 1942

1

Effective planes 25 F4F4ds, 17 SBDS, 5 IBF, 6

P-400s, 8 P-39s 8Striking force attacked surface

. force: ‘One~CA damaged 1 destroyer damaged.. At—v
tack on Rekata Bay.- ,‘w-g, .ﬂ e

1

TWwo CL and 4 DDs attdcked damave unknown 3 float
zeros ‘and 7 float. biplanes shot down, Polnt Cruz
t6 Esperance bombed and strafed by P-400s.: Planes
effective AM 45 F4F4s; 16 SBDs, 8 P-39s, 2 P-400s.

10 $ot.1942

ANNEX Q (2)
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- ANWEX ¢ (CONT)-

ihixty three zercs

U no contant

woaqded)

l_rSBDU bomoed 3 DDs and bddLV ddmaoed 1 probably .
_"suﬂk TBFs and /SBDs attacked _enemy GA one .torpedo

and forty .four bembers over

Reoeatcdlattanx found in company with an-

'other CA and d
and-l DD.,

@f:@Culve planes 39 8BDs, 41 F4F4s, 4 P-400g, 6
' ﬁnemy losbes l zero.

.Peavy uonbardmept during night.,

g Fapsd, 7

& DDs dna 6 APs

“anunner nit,

damaged

~ /Enemy

/

‘Two APs surik by plwncé,

DDs direct bomb hits on both GAs
DDJSLnklng and. 1. CA abandoned,
'stralod mruund 1nstallatlons anq boats. to west.

Ours 1 F4F4 (pilot

Effective planes
4 P-400s, "2 P-39s,

attacked by SBDs., One AP sunk

;*hlrd‘bufﬁlnghbadly others
Enemy .losses 12 bombers (3 by AA),

1 blplanes

l P 53

EfIQCulve plares 9 F4P4s

Qur 1osseb ln air 3 Sst, '3

11.8BDs, 7 5-400s 7

‘Bombing
_Kowumbuna.

1'En%my losses 14 dlve bomberg (8,1nolud1ng¢2 heavy
bouoers by AA) and ¢

logses
losses

lesses,
zeros, .

lcsges

unemy:lossesf

"mnemy logges

T

- Cur lOSbeS 8 SBDs,,

cand: otrdflng Cape Esperance to
“Wenty F4F45 and 12 SBDs* arrived\

our losses 1 F4F4,

8 heavy bembers 11 zercs, Ours 2 F4F4.

zﬁieros._ Oufé’l{§4F4,~

1 éingle'float biplane, 2 bombers

Our losses 2 F4Fés one pllct rescued,

4 bombers (l by AA) and 7 zeros.~“-
~fOur' losses 2 F4ids one pllot réscued,

_5 dive bombers.f Ours none.}w
1- bomber ana 20 zeros. Ours 1one.

orews resoqedq.
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25 Oct., 1942 - Enemy lesses 5 bgwbers, 17 zéroe: " Ours 2 F4F48,
. %\ 1'TBF all our. pllots and TEF. mechanlo saved,

. ‘v -
30 Ooty, 1942 - -~ Seven W4F48 att*nkpd Rekaua de. Enemy los 168
‘this attack 3 zeros ANE.5 float plplanes 369
planes deatrcyed Ocucoer ‘ i e
1942 |\ — geven F1F4b at ac&ed Hekata‘Bay destréyed.5 floa+

5 \\ olaﬂes Our loss eg 1 F4r4.. . .

F.J
(@]
<

4 Hov. 1842 |- Lest 4 oBDS.:

5 Nev., 1842 fﬁ Enemy loss“s 5 bombers ard 1 zero a1l bJ AA. Our
e ‘\fl gligers: dld nct make contaot.j”

L N I R
7 Nov., 1942 'b~ Atba~k on.1 cruiser and 10 DDs GL hlt w1th 2 tor~

¥

\ pedos ]u“ lOQO 1lb. bombyand ong torpedo hit on 1
% DD, Enemy -lcsses 8 float blplancq and 8+ f;oat R
&zéﬁos. our losseg 4 FéFés one pilot: rescued.

R\

. 15 Nov., 1942 ~\fwelve trqnsportb and udfbo vessel destroyed

(s . s ) 1 ,,~ R L - ' .A
16 ch,-194z ?~'mnemy log ses 6 zeros.A Ours none.;- ‘§f : o
18 Nov. 1942 - anea zeroa shiot down. carried .out. 8 strafing and
© bombihg migsions. Buin attack 12 zeros and two
P Tfloat: blplanes destroyed._;lﬁﬂ' T K

20 Nov. 1942 A'Fivc OoZUan on wheels wwriVPd Cgctls

\
23 Nov. 1942 - Six Hddsons arrlved. e o
S . ) i i ’ ,_""L ';;'::‘;‘
25 Nowv, 1942 - Two zeroé shot down on patrcl - ' '
L o ] A\ \
26 Nov..1942 -~ Effectlve\pianes 32 . F4F4s, 18 3SBDs, 9 TDBFs, 6
S PBOs, 4 OSOUS, 1 F4F7, 5 3w17§,A;,J2F,,1¢HPi583,
20 P 595, 1P~ 400, 7T T T .

27 Wov, i942 - Effectlve planes 35 F4F4s, 18 BDS, 9" TBFs,"§,1'~~
J2py ;4 082s, 1 F4F7 13 B l?s, 6 PBOs,\lZ P 585,
16 P- 598, 1. P- 400, T el P

\ A bl ,‘,ﬁmj
- seafoh ola es ghot down one float blplane.A H_

R »,

Q'Strlklnd fcrce nlt\?ne AK and shot down 5 Z@ros.

\ . . L LN
Shot down 2 zero n\search mlsciuns.~”“'-

.l'

~simpy
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4 Deos 1942 ~ Two 1000 1b, hits on cruiser 1 on another 2 tor-
v pedo hits on DD. gShot down 10 Float biplanes,
log® 1 TBF, 1 F4F4, :
7 Dec. 1942 -~ Destroyed 2 zeros at kunda.

& Dec. 1942 - striking force hit four DDs. Lest 1 SED,
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ANHEL R
Artillery
Phase ¥

Cn 18 3eptember, 19&? the 1st Battallon, llth arines, landed on Guedal- '~
canal and reverted to control of 1lth.Marines. '

On 20 September, 19&2,’thé‘5th Battalion, 1lth iarines, fired in support
of patrols from 1lst Raider Battalion and 1lst Battalion, 7th Marines,  Ammuni-
tion expended, 418 rounds, ‘105mn, Nothing unusual from artillery ‘standpoint.

On 26 September, 1942 "the 5th Battalion, 1lth Harines, fired in support
of the lst Battalion, 7th Marines, and 2nd’ Battallon 5th llarines, attacking
Japanese positions in ”atunlkau Vllla = -

On 27 September, 1942, the 2nd Battalion; reenforced by "' Battery,
Hth Battalion, took over support of the attack, ammunition expended, 27 Sep-
tember: 941 rounds, 75mn. peck howitzer; 341 Tounds, 105mi.. fothing of par-
ticular inmportance from art1¢ler& v1ewp91nt 1n_tnls engagement, '

During the period 28 September-7 October, 194_, artillery fired harassing
fires daily on ilatanikeau areu. Included in this was the use of 105mm, WP
shells for incendiary effect, his was successful, mnd several largze grass
fires were started. : 3 ) : '

On 7 October, 1942, the 2nd and 5th Battaliohs, 1lth Murines, fired
preliminary harassing fires in prsparation for attack on Matanikau.

Cn 8 October, lst Battulioh, 11lth Marines joined the above units, Units
supported were 5th Marines, 7th iiarines, and lst Raider Battalion. Artillery
setup was normsl and the only matter worth mentioning is the difficulty of
meintaining communications with forwerd observers. As has besen reported
before, the. TBY radio is not satisfactory, and the TBY radio is too heavy
to be marhandled by the thres-man crew, "Double crews were used in this opera-

“tion.  Ammunition expended was 2188 rounds, 75mm. pack howitzer; 1063 rounds,

105mm,

From 10 October to 23 October, 1942, intérdiction and harassing fires
were executed. on Japanese positions in the Matanikau-Kokumbona area, Countdr-
battery fires were executed with moderate success,.but the limited visibility
and lack of sound-ranging equipment, together with the lack of suitable
counterbattery artillery, precluded really effective fire. .

ANWEY (1E N
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On 23 October, 1942, the 2nd and 5th Battalions, 1llth ’z-!(arines,‘were
supporting the defense of the Matenikau sector. It being evident that a
Japanese attack was imminent, two batteries from the lst and 3rd Battalions
were emplaced to reenforce the fires in this sector., Japanese forces tried
to force a crossing of the Matenikeu at its qohth. and were repulsed with
heavy losses, Ten batteries of artillery fired almost continuously during
the early part of .the night in the area just across the river and contributed
materially to the repulse of the Japunese, [ire control was normal, Cbser-
vation was very limited, and most of the firing was on map data. Communica-
tions were by telephone and were satisfactory throughout. Soms observation
Was obtained through infantry officers, and was of great help. A4mmunition
expended in this action was 6164 rounds, 75mm, pack howitzer; 2719 rounds,
losmm,

On 24 October, the following night, an attack wes made on the southwest
flank of our position, and was repulsed, 1lst and 5th Battalions, 11lth Marines,
fired in support of the 7th Marines in that area, On the second night, an
attack was made egeinst our southeast sector, in the area of the léhth in-
fantry and a battelion of the 7th Marines, and was repulsed, The 3rd Batt-
alion, llth Merines, fired in support of this sector,

On 25 October, 1942, "I" Battery, 3rd Battalion, 10th Marines, joined
from Tulegi, -and was attached to lst Battalion, 1lth Marines.

On 26 and 27 October, 1942, artillery ‘continued to fire in support of
infentry units in their sectors in mopping-up operations. Artillery support-
ing the Matanikau sector continued heressing and counterbattery fires on
Japanese positions. Artillery units were rotated for rest and experience,

On-31 October, 1942, additional artillery was moved to support the
Matanikau sector and on 1 November, 1942, the llth karines, less two batter-
ies, was in support of the 5th kiarines in that sector. At 1500, 1 November,-
"G Battery 3rd Battalion, llth ilarines, crossed the Matanlkau Rlver and
took position on western side, :

- On 2 November, 1942, Battery "F®, 244th Coest Artillery, U. S, army,
and Battery "A%, 5th Defense Battulion, U. S, Marine Corps, landed and wers
emplaced to fire on Kokumbona., This was the first effective counterbattery
artillery avallable in this oampalgn.

On 3 Vovember, 19&2. the 2nd Battalion, llth Marines, was withdrawn
to reguler positions, and the lst Battalion, 1llth Harines, was ordered east
of the Ilu River to support the 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines, on Koli Point,
Two guns of Battery "A* 5th Defense Battalion, were sited to fire on Xoll

"Point, Japanese landed east of Koli Point ddiring night of 2 November and
wers fired on on night of 3 November by Battery "A*, 5th Defense Battalion,

. [~Enlaiein
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On'u November, 1942, the 1st Battalion, 10th Marines; disembarked anc
was attached to lst Battzlion, lith Har%nes, in support of forces on Xoli
Point, ' - ' '

From 5 November to 7 Hovember, 1942, lst Batbtalion, 10th Marines, lst
Battalion, 1lth Warines, and Battery "A", 5th Defense Battalion, continued
firing in .support of :7th Marines, and 164th Infantry, U, S, Army,.on Koli
Point, and 3rd and 5th Battalions, 1ll%h Marines, and Battery "F", 244th Coast
Artillery, U, S. Army, continued firing in support of 2nd Harines, west of
Matanikau River,

On 8. ¥ovember, 1942, the lst Battallon, 11th ¥arines, returned to regular
DOultlono. lst Battalion, l0th ilarines, remained attached to combined forces
on Metapona (General Rupertus) until completion of mopping up in that area.

~ On 10 Wovember, 1942, the lst, 3rd and 5th Battalions, 1lth iarines,
supported the attack of the 2nd and 8th }arines towsrd Kokumbona, Ammunition
expended in this attack: 4570 rounds, 75mm., pack howitzer; 549 rounds, 105mm,
howitzer; and 212 rounds, 155mm, guns, :

Op 12 November, the 245th Fi Battalion, U, S. Army (105mm. howitzers)
and Battery "L", 4th Battalion,” 11th Harines (15)mm. howitzers) landed and
paused to control of 1llth Yarines,

On 13 Novembar; 2nd Battalibn, 1lth darines, replaced 3rd Battalion in
support of 8th Marines, 245th FA essizned to support this area, reecnforcing.
2nd Battalion, 11th Marines,

From 13 ¥ovember to 22 Nbvember. 1942, 2nd and 5th Battalions,_ilth
Marines, and 245th FAi, U, 3. Army, continued in support of units on iatanikau
River; units included 2nd .and 8th Marines, 164th and 182nd Infantry, U. 3.
Army.. AN ) _

On 22 Hovember, lst Battalion, 1lth iarinss,. dlspluced to vicinity of
‘iatanikau River to reenforce fires of 245th FA,

On 23 November, 1st and 2nd Battalions, 1llth iarines, "L" Battery 1llth
Marines, and 245th Fi Battalion, U. S, Army, supported the attack of the:
8th iarines and 182nd .Infantry, U, S.’ Army, toward Xokumbona, Ammunition
expended: 1546 rounds, 75mm. pack howitzer; 655 rounds, 105mm. howitzer;
293 rounds, 155mm, how1tzer, and 134 roundu, 155mm. gun.

On 24 \ovember, 5th Battallon, 11th barlnes, rsplacﬁd the 2nd Battalion,
11th Harines, : . . '

On 27 ”ovamber. 1s t Battallon, IOtH-M&riuGSQ'repiaced lst Battalion,
11th fiarines, '

. s - —
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On 28 Wovember, 246th FA Battalion, U. S, Army, passed to control of:
11th :iarines, and on 29 November replaced 5th Ba ttalion, 11th iiarines in
support of forcos in %atanlkau-nonumbona area,

On 29 Hovember, Battery AN 5th thenoe Lattallon, assigned to tactlcal
control of 3rd Defense Battalion for coast defense.

The lst Battalion, 10th ilarines, and 245th and 246th Fa.Battslions,
Ui S. army, continued in support of the units west of Matanikeu until after
10 December, 1942,

Battery "F® 24Lith C. A. Battalion, U. 5, army, fired counterbattery,
deep harassing, and interdiction fires in the Kokumbona area throughout the
period 3 November-10 December, 1942, using both terrestrial observation and
air spot. It may be interesting to add that the 244th C. A, were employed
firing counterbattery within four hours after the ships started unloadinhg at
Guadelcanal., This Battery also fired on ahd serlouglj damaged enemy trans-
ports beached at Tassafaronga,., - :

GENTRAL COIRTNTS

1. Fire control methods and artillery methods as ba51ca11y taught at
Fort Sill are correct.

2, Battalion fire direction centers as at'present organized are capable
of handling up to five batteries of artillery without any serious time lag.
Decentralization and augmentation of battalions worked efficiently.

3. #With the regimental staff as organized on Guadalcanal the regimental
commander was able to control seven complete battazlions, and three attached
batteries of 155mm, howitzers end guns, Thus the reblnent can be augmented
from other organizations without  involving staff difficulties.

4 Amphibien tractors were used in the initial landing, and later when
the Lunga River bridge was washed out, as ammunition carriers and prime movers.
These were of great assistance under the circumstances, but would not be
suitable for mormal duties as prime movers or ammunition carriers.

5. 155mmrguns, although trained as coast artillery, were used as

field artillery for counberbattery with but slight modifications of method.
, N ry g . _

‘.

~

6. All officers of combat units should receive elementary instruction
in etillery spotting methods, and battalion commanders should be instructed
in the use of artillery, Several instanles occurred of misuse of artillery
through ignorance of unit’ commandsrs, #lso other instances where the presence
of mind and initiative of non-artillery officers enabled effective f'ire to
be brought on enemy positions in the absence of artillery observers. artillery
%EE?HEEy liaison needs improving on the part of both parties,
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A _ ATNEX R (CONT.)

7. Corps artillery 155mm, howitzers and guns should be landed as soon
after the Division artillery as possible to provide suitable counterbattery
and reenforcing artillery., These will also serve to fire ageinst surface
craft,

8. The regiment should be augmentéd by addition of the following:
() Rezimental ammunition section, Division dumps were too far

from artillery positions. It was necessary for the artillery to handlc its
own ammunition from the time it reached the beach,

(b) Regimental ordnance section with necessary equipment to handle
all minor and intermediate repdirs, =nd to carry sufficient spare parts,

(¢) Small sound and flash ranging section for counterbattery.

T. B, HUGHES,
LtCol., U. S. kiarine Corps.
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GOMKUNI CATION
PHASE V

Phase V wag similar to Phase IV, Equipment and supply
shortages remained critical., Expansion of the defenslve perimeter
with the resulting increase in number and length of tactical wire
eirculits severely taxed wire and tape suppllies and placed addit-
lonal burdengon our already overworked personnel, Radio commun-
ication was gatisfactory, both within the divisiocn and the Base

- Radio Circuit, Coding difficulties were relleved by use of ECM

which was brought in during Phase V. Radlo communication was -’
maintained with the 24 Raider Bn during its eperation from 6 Nove
ember to 4 December 1942, TBX radio was used with CSP 488 (M~94)
as the cryptographic aid. During Phase IV and thls phase alr-
ground communications were as shown in enclosure (g).

Reoommendations.

1,. Adoption of uniform communication doectrine for all
alrcraft, ‘

2. Adequate air;ground training, both for ground troops
and aviation personnel. ' '

3., Coordination between Army - Navy - Marine Corps
as to frequency range of aircraft radio equipment, .

ANNEX 8 (W
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A 0 aERT (M"DICALl

;. This phase which covers nearly three months, wa g one of .
, . relnforcement, organlzo n,-and active.defenge of the: Lunga
_Point Perimeter.. The chr onological order: f6llowed in previous
phases will. be sbandoneéd in this digcussion .and esch subject
treated ss an entity in itself, to avoid .confusion. - For. this
reason individual enéavements will not be dlscussed. “hese
will be found in other portiona of ‘this renort. E NS

“mhe arrival of the Seventh Marines Reinforced on’ September
19, 1943 was to give the Division an additional regiment of -
troopsﬂ ‘and -the Divislon medical section a comoletely equipped
medicel conpany. . In -gpite of an initisztion by naval gunfire
on thelr first night gshore and. repes »ted bowbardment :from the .
air durinz the process of setlin ‘up-a-hospital, "C" Company,

~of ths First Medical Batidlion, was opérdting. aq a-tent hospital .

~ in 8n area. adjacent “to AN :Conrpany, Flrst Medical: Rattelion,

- Just west of :the Lungaqﬁiver within - fortyneight hours. A% .:: .
Company wasg-continuing to function as a ‘comple te “tent’ hospital
but.with only.one-half of its pprsonnel and equipment (the

Ausecond platqan dic not_land.) :

. Durin thia phase'thé personnel on tne 1sland was to
incresse Lrom the original 18,134 plus Cub One, less- evacuated
. casualties, to over 45 000, - ‘With:few exceptions it bécsme the-
- problem ,of the Dlvision Medieal Suphly of ‘icer to- obtrin and
. distribute meaical supilies to tnis entire group. o

. "To obta 1n & safp water SUﬂply for troopq durline this phase,
p_the portaile unit for filtratipn and ‘chlorins tion orizinelly =et .
" up on the weat bank -of the Lunza River waa reple .ced on s@ptemb?r
I3 1942 by g mobile unit with a:capscity of 24,000 to 30,000 -
- gallonsg daily. - The Third Defefise Battalion vet up a- porteble
unit . (capacity 6,000 to 12 ,000: gallons) on the east bank of the:
Lunz a and Avietion uni'ts 1nstalled a:isecond mobile unit upstrean
from voth: units., Berly in November a porteble unit was set. up
con thg: 2a8t bank of the Matanskau supplemented very qhortly by
. a second on the west bank of . the:Metanlkau (operated by the UiS
ArmyY. Io lﬂte November: a mobile unit was egtaeblished. on the
Ilu«Rive; for thres weeks & portavle unlt was: opernted- at .
- Koll. Point. Heauquarters of .the :Second Merjines set, up a.distlllae-
+ tlon plant for water on Tulagli. #With these points of distribution
i and emounts. the water sup lv we.s noro thdn adenuate for all areas.

Althou*v the resoonsibility for qecurlnv rations 18 Quarter-
ma: ter functjon rather than a medical one, no reﬁort wnuld be
o complete without noting the. effect:of adequate ‘or* 1nquff1cient
i rations, in the.early phages of and. throughout the operations’
- ‘Captured enemy suprlies were the difference between a starvatlon
# 4let and one-well above that point in caloric value during the
"early phases. Food actually spoiled was,condemned but hunger

wle CaNEx T . - g
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~tempored the Judgement of medioal officers and food that would
_have been thrown out at other times wag. cooked; féd; and eaten
- without 111 effects.. A% no-time. was.there any evidence of disg-
Cability caused” by food.during the entire operation. As supplles
oA arrived on friendly ships the dlet became. -adequate in every way -
% -and -there were no cases of frank deficiency dlgeases reported. with-
i "in the Division. . Equlpment  for proper. preparation-of food was
., “lacking in many groups.. Company messess were set up -in bivoudce
. -areasse Fleld and megs cooks. showed marked ingenuity in making
workable equipment fréom captured: naterial.‘ Had the enemy taken.
< -the time to destroy these ration. dumps and: their equipment, the
A outcome | of thig operation might have been a tragio ones ;

‘ During this period s1x weeks after the initial attack ra~
-tions were adequate, and three. full: meals were served daily Re-
frigerution was. established. in- increasing amounts: Meatis were
‘4vailable, delivered. to the island: in a frozen condition. Limited
“amounts of eggs, .fruits, and fresh green vegetables, were obtain-
able, and by T hanksgiving Day, 1942, roast turkey and all -the
“fixings“ were .served to the troops. '

) Medioal supplies continued to- be adequate with the exception
of  a few itéms, ~Thesé were requisitioned from the First Base
Depot at- ‘Noumea and delivered . by plane after the second month of
oooupation. In spite of the increased personnel on the island,
some units drriving with thelr own supplies, others with only a
few days supplies, the Division medicel. supply section continued
to fill requisitions for all units without any serious shortages.,

.. The Seventh Msrines, First Defense Battalion and the Second
Replacement ‘Battalion arrived with sufflclent’ supplies -and .equip~
ment for a three.months. campaign.- “The - ‘army was supplied from the

. First Marine Division reserves. 'for the: first four weeks period of
their action. After this first month, the army supply section
arrived on the island and ‘handled all &army.medical . supply requisi-

" tions., ‘Navy’ construction units were provided. with -their. own
‘medical sections and the Divieion Medical Supply Officér was re-
quired to issueé only supplomentary supplisa. - Aviation units were
1in the same category as the congtruction units, - 'The  Fourth Re-
placement Battalion, however, was landed without any reserve

. supplies. These had been removed by the Corps Surgeon at Noumea.
The Eighth Regiment arrived With field units only., o

: It is the feeling in this Division that it is. Just es 1mpor~
tant Tor all repilacement and reinforcing unite, arriV1ng in' combat
areas to be fully: equipped with medical supplies and equipment
as to dPPiVG with complete combat equipment -

1

ks ;:DMring the six. months period prior to leav1ng the United States
a. oereful study was made to determine the. reserve medical supplies
neCessary for one year in the fiecld, This was based on the theory

that we would probabl have two landing operatiop during this
S . ’ ' -2 ~ ANNEX
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period and be under actual combat condition about one-half of the
Time« These supplles were assembled at the Base Depot at Norfolk
and - shipped to Wellingtons. All supplies were divided into four -
equal parts and loaded aboard different ships.  In preparation for
this operation, field units not considered essential for this
operation, plus additional reserve medical supplles, were left
with the rear echelon in Wellington. .Sometime during the first
month, these supolies, Plus those which had previously been re-
,quisitioned but had not arrived at the time: of departure, were
commandeered by the Fleet Surgeon, South Pacific. Area and moved
to the First Base Depot at Noumea., It 1s believed that these
supplies were used to establish the medical section of the First

Base Depot, with the. idea of supplying all Marine aetivities in
thc South Pacific Area.

"All additional supplies received on the 1sland -came from this
First Base Depot with the exception of anti-matarial drugs which
were forwarded by the Malaria Control Unit “South Paciflc Area.

On being withdrawn from the island during December 1942, all"
supplies in the ‘hands of the First Marine Division.were left with
those units remaining on the island. All equipment aotually
needed wasg also left.A . . ’ ‘ ‘

Although the: plans for- supply of this Div151on were made .
‘prior to leaving. the United States, and were in theory only, 1t :
is believed that they were adequate except for a few items.

During the evaouation prooess, eight hundred. stretohers and.
three thousand blankets were lost to the . Division by lack of
'replqcemsnt. It should. be the duty of the supply base to return
one stretcher and two blankets for each stretcher case. evacuateds
- This ig particularly: import .nt in the case of ‘alr evacuatlions
It should also be hoted that the army.type wooden stretcher will:
not fit 'in transport planes &s we .saw them on Guadalcanal. Metal
stretchers such as are used in the First Marine Division do fit
these transports,. It is also suggested that compound medications
put up in capsules be changed to tabletAform‘for_tropioal'use. _
Capsules degenerate and the drug is lost for'all practical purposes,
Cough syrups should be furnished for field uses One unit of -
brandy per ten men should be furnished for field.use, Bismuth,
paregoric, and- the sulfonamides .should be ‘quadrupled in amounts -
Priority of combat 1oeding must be maintained and:.ipn this regard
- 1% 1s suggested that a medical department loading officer be :
ssigned to aot with the Division loading officer. —

It was during this .phase that most of the gurgery was dones
Contributing factors to this increased surgical activity were the
Increased personnel under the direction of the Division, active

e-defenseg of the area, increased naval and air bombardment, patrolling,
raidid@ and ‘offensive action. The situation was unique in that
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patients operated on had to be evacuated: hundreds of miles before
reaching the nearest base hospitals. These tent and field hogpitalq
were within range of enemy artillery at all times and particularly |
liable .to bombing from the air by thelr very position. The operating
was done in tents (except at the Division Field Hospital which

had wooden buildings), always above ground and the recovery and

. surgical wards were dlso under canvas or wooden’ buildingse. Surgilcal
supplies were sterilized in portable autoelaves. Ether, spinal,

- and ‘pentothal sodium wére - the anesthetics use, No untoward effects
were noted when anesthetics were- admlniﬂtered to men: havlng recelved
large dosos of sulfonamides, . :

o

The treatment of shock has always beeni a prerequisite to.
successful surgery.,  This was begun in the advance aid stations
by liberal use of morphia, splinting of fractures, and blood
plasman when indicated. Plasma and intravenous fluids were used
extensively on the admlssion of prospective surgical patlentss
As noted 1n Phase.IV, use of sulfonamides locally and orally was’
routine in the advance ald stations and repcated with each dressing
locally and every four hours by mouth. Gas gangrene was geen only
twice and there were no cases of tetanus reported in the Division.
Tt is believed that with this very early use sufonamides, infection
of war wounds and resulting deaths wéere the lowest in military-
medical experience, Thig fact cannot. be absolutely established
st present because of lack of complete data but is an opinion -
based on pﬂrtial reports.

 General curgical procedure did not chande from thsoe mentioned

in Phase IV. Abdominal wounds were explored, chest wounds which

gurvived to reach the hospital were treated conservatively as were
head. wounds which did not reguire decompression, Simple fractures
were reduced if compound they were debrided by some, not debrided
by others, reduced and fixed in plaster casts or splints.  Incom- '
plete reports indicate that better than fifty-five percent of
penetrating abdominal wounds recovered after surgery. Medical
diseases, particularly in the form of malaria, reached alarming
proportions in the latter part’ of this phase. Hospltal admisoions
from all causes rose ‘sha rply in October held in November, and.

for the first ten days in December. This ie etrikingly ‘shown

in the following flguroe,,*jﬂ o .

Pe raonnel of the First Marine Divieion onlx admitted to the uioﬁ
list while in the Solomon Islande. '

Total Auguet '"””"f"fflf 900

%cptember l to September 18 o07.
Septem er 18 ‘to October 1 .‘ ; 817
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- Total September - 1724

*Total October = 2630

Total November : 2413

December 1 to December 10 913

Frand tbtal fbr:entire operation 8580.

There were occassional cases of an infectious type of hepatitis
vith Jaundice which i1s now believed to be of a virus type identical
¥ith the Jjaundice which occured with certain lots of yellow
fever vaccine. This Jaundice 1s, however, separate and distinct
‘rom that couse, It occured well after the incubation period of
the yellow fever type which is three to five months. At this 0“”
vritin@ its mode of transmis ion has not yet been determined. €

A few of the troops which Joined the DiV1ﬂion from Samoa
were infected with filariasis and had beginning oedema. Later
the organlsms were isolated fhom involved lvmph nodes. :

The psvohoneuques and war neuroses wero evacuated at once
if severe. The relative small number of these, when compared to
s5ther groups, 1s an 1ndication, of excellent mental stability
among the officers and men of the First Marine Division. Two
groups of this type of case were treated on the island by a few
Jays rest in the sick bay area until acute symptoms had subsided
and then they were transferred to the Quartermabter and used as.
v lobor -units A few very severe cages from these groups were

;vacuateds It 1s the feeling of the medical officers who were
Ln charge of these groups, that the results were excellent.
,spmroxim tely seventy-five men were so treated and made available
tor useful and necessary labor, which in turn released an equal
wmber of men for front line combat Auty. -

A moderate number of . admissions were Tor the treatment of .
;roplcal ulcers. Various medicetlons were used at different
‘imes with indifferent results, Local uge of sulfanilamide
nowder was of little value. . Treatment with fresh saturated
0lutinng of azochloramide in alcohol became the method of cholces
mprovement with "this tvpe of treatment was evident within forty-
;ight hours and regovery e matter of days. ' :

Oon August 7, 1942 the Firqt Narine Division and supporting
sroops, landed in an area with "the highest malarial infected
aosquito rate in the world" (Stqtement maéde by the. Commandlng.

\)fficer, Malaria Control: ﬁnit, in November 1942) ., Witiiln two -

veeks the first few cases were to appear, By the end .of September
L94 :~~39 @oses had been admitted to hospitalses The following

lg a report of admissions and. is self explanatroy., It must

e remombared that these admissions are for the Flrast Marine
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Division only.

throughout that period.

;relapsed cases,

' Second’Week-‘

. Unfortuhately theirecords for thé last week
. 1n November and the first two weeks in December are incomplete.
" Actually the number -of ‘admissions ‘continued to increase

M<ny -of these were recurrent or

MALARTA BEPGRT.FORJTHE MONTH OF AUGUST

Noﬁe

Third Week - o4
Fourth Week 418
Total 22

| MALARIA REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER
fFirst Week | CE
-Second Week - 48

© Third Week - = 62 -
Fourth Week ., 108
Total o

MALARIA REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER

;Wirst Week
"Second Week

Third® Week

~Fourth Week

‘_Total

173 .

2’75 STt f
655 . :

840

1041

;;MALARIA BEPORT FOR THE»MONTH.OF MOVEMBER

“Pirst Week

Second Week

Third Week.
"Fourth Week

T iTetal

‘Fm&ﬂ§~

- 843
765
212
_§2§_Lﬂot full
week )
3213
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MALARTA RTPORT FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

C First Week 155 (InoompTete
Second Week 29 rpreports only).
“Total | 184

GRAND TOTAL FOR PERIOD COVERED. . . 5599

There were many hinderances to the prevention of malaris
on the island.. . Early in the operation olling of breeding
areas wlthin the camp proper was one by individual medical
officers, none of whom had had any speclallzed tralning in
preventive work. Later the Malarla Control Unit cons istinD
of one medical officer, an entomologlst, an engilneer, _
laboratory teohniclans, and tralned enlisted personnel were
‘to arrive and take over this and related works, There were
many arcas which could not be reached for oiling. The lack
of protective nets during the early phases was a contributing
factors 1In splte of eaeh man possessing both head .and bed.
nets on embarking at Wnl]ington, a tremendous number were
lost durlng the landing operastion. Larze nets captured in
the carly phases were used in the hospitdls to scresen patlents.
and operating roomss: In ect repellants were not used and were
not HVﬁilable.

Sup)rebbive treatm nt bevcn by order Scptember lO, 1942
was continued throughout the opmrwtion. Although every effort
wag made by the medical department to make this suppressive
. treatment available to every man on the island, it was very

unsatlsfactory. Men. would not take their medication when
1t wag made avallable, line officers did not see that their
men.took thelr tablets, and they never fully accepted the .
- regponsiblility for tho actual dispensing of this medication
: whup 1t was made avallable to them..

L Atabrine, 1 tablet twice daily (0.1 gm.), twice a week
was the orlginal dosages :Thils was ‘later ircreased to every
third day. It was Telt thot less'than ten percent of toxic
results followed thils.mass ugage of Atobrine., Thnge cases
in which toxic reactions did occur, were given ten gralns of
quinine dally., . ' -

o Tha proportions of benign tertain and malignant tertaln
for the cgmplete operation . were about equale. Only three
deaths from malaria occured on the lsland. ‘Many cases had
to be evacuated but the majority were returned to dutys In
noting the total figures for malarla admisslons to hospitals
w must keep in mind that an -addltional esmall percent
) t,entpd in organizational sick bays,
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A The original plan of -ten days hos pitalization for
malarla had to-be abandoned in nany casess Beds.were nnt
always avalleble. . Emergency admissions from-ships and combat
areas took precedence, and. hundreds nof cases were treated in
their organizatinn areas or 1in the one convalescent hospltals
Most cases were hospltalized during the acute phaqe, however,
“and dlschargod nnly for follow-up - treatment.~ ‘

Thr Jntroduction of native 1abor into the ‘area was
strongly opposed by the Diviaicn Surgeon. Tha Cnmnanding
Gﬂneral recognized the qoundneso of this; .advice but the
gravity of the tactical situntion, required '8ll the troonps
“avallable on the firing line and the native labor was
necessary to unload food, 'ammunition and’ gasoline from the

ships. It is g well known fact that the native.1ls the reser-
voilr of infection. :This combined with the proper nosouito,
and non—infeoted residents, completes the cycle. ’ , .

, Anti-malarial drugs wore adequate 1n amount s and always
avwilnble, but at times were used ag onnservatively as possible
due to the.low reserves. These drugs were obtalned from the
Malaria Crntrol Unit, South Pacific Ares to- replace our
original supolles. -Intravenous quinine ‘was uséd- only in the
hospitals ‘and was not carried by the front liné medical .
officers, - A larger supply should be made available 1n dny
.suboequent operatlon. o , Do o . .

Thﬂ evacuatjon of . all casulatleo in the area was arranged
‘and carried out by the medical department of the First Marine’
Divieion. Thls was accomplisghed by sea and ailr, OCccasionally
the trangfer of patlents Tron hospiltal tn plane-was done
while the airfield was actually under- artillery fire. In

splte of thls and many other attendant dangers, up to .

December 1,.1942 2879 patients were evacuated by alr without'\
any adﬁitinnal cagualtles This evacuation by air reached
1ts peak 1in Nnvember when 1582 patients were sent out durlng
the seven . day period Nnverber- 21 to 275 485 patients were
taken off the iqland by olane. . . .. ,

EVACUATION qV PLANF

September 3 to sﬂntembcr g 0 1ﬁ“ii§5_i}A’~m '
. -Séptember l9 to' September 30 B 176
N;¢¥Tgﬁ&l Sentenber o ' . 521
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‘October 1 to October 30. - o _' 12
Total Octover | - | o074
Nbfember 1 to November 20 S :_;“ - 9@5 o
Nmﬁ@mberlzl to November 27:‘ i ' . 485
November 28 to November'5o B | ." 112
‘Total November f,l R - 1582
GRAND TOTAL OF ALL EVACUATIONS | . zo19
GRAND TOTAL TO DEC EMBER 1 BX'PLANE Co .2879

GMWDTMMLBysms : 1040
TOTALS DO Nom INCLUDE PRISONTRS OF WAR. |
TOTAL EVAGUATIONS BY AIR AND SEA QY'PHAsrs POLLOYW BELOW:

August 7 - 9 . ass
Auguet 10 — 20 L | 35
August 21 - September 18 . 502
September 19 < December 10~ __ 3206
TOTAL sl

Ag previously mentlioned transport planes would carry
eighteen stretcher or thirty-six sltting cases. The average
load was about twenty patlents. They. ugually arrived and
left in the early morning dawn. During the week of November
21, two separate groups were evacuanted in a single. day, one
in the morninv and one in the evening.

After the estﬂblishﬁent of more or lesq revular evacuation
. by alr, there werec no real difficulties except for the failure
to return equipment evacuated with patients (qtretch rg and
blaﬂkotv) :

EV“OUWti@n by sea nOCOS%itdted much handlinb of ‘cases
and wag nore difflcult. Tils method necessitated and ambulance
rlde, transfer to gome form nof ship to shore transportation
psually rgmp or Higzlns boat), and transfer to the shlp by
hoist. g type of hoist varied with the ship and wag often

1 A e
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inprovised., ”he need for a workuble ‘type of . litter hoi
with PP@Cti”“ in 1ts use was clearly demonstrated. Evacnation
from the Tulagl Area continued in the same manner as noted

1 Thage IV

" During this last phase the personnel of the Divigionn
medical departments was brought up to strength as much as.
possibles, Officerg and cnliqted men were brought in from

- outside areas, and most of the personnel of "\" Company,
‘Second Medical Battallion were transferred from the Tulagl Area
to fill vacancies in the Pirst Marine Division. By December
10, 1942 the Division had loot three mediczl.officers and
eleven medica al enliqtpd De sonnel killpd in action.

The orﬂer to ev"cuate the Tirst Marine Diviazion fTrom
the islend set in motion the plans t- evacuate all sick
personnel in hospitals., As far as posalble all walking

cases were digcharged to thelr orgenizationg. - The remainder
were_;rouped according to their orgenizations and placed
aboard the ahlp cerrying that org@nizntion. -This was
coordinated by the senior medical officer of the combat
croun w‘ich was to leave firqt A

Cne re"jnert taken a8 a gpecimen group, was studieﬂ
hy thelir medical officers to Jdetermine the number of Pffec-
tives on December 7 and 8, 19472, Each man was 1nterv1ewed
separately.. The conclusion rerched was that ?ﬂﬁ of tie
entire resiment "efe unfit for any duty which might involve

comidat ao tivitJ. - T™nis percentage of non-effectives would
have bzen greeter but‘for the inclusion of 400 recent re-

placemeﬁts. . ' )

“he followinz 1s presented Tor continued improvement in
the mmdical qpction of tbe Divi ion' :

1. Lull use of air traqnportntian in the evecuation
of casuvalties and securilg of suprlies

2o Continuation of the policy of treating ‘war woundg
locally and generelly with thre sulfonamldes,

' Se Jeeps for evacuation of front line casuazlties, under
medical department control. .

4o A Medlcal Dpnartment Loadlng Officer.

5. MaPine perconnel to-be used as litter bearers,

"B Increased ant-malarlal 1nqtnuctionq to officers and
MENe -
7 Ghenicals for stolilization of water to be carrisd
by the individual, preferably in tablet form. (Tropical Dackpd)

8+ Screening materiel for scr@ening of operntin rooms
‘galleys and latiineg.
9« Increased supply of intravenous quinine.
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10, " Development of new units 1, 2, 2 and 4 for troplcal
VES€ e ' i '
1lls System f-r rapld replacement of eguipment lost
throuzh evacuation of patients. _
12. Medically equiopped replacement units.
13s Conpletely eaqulipped medicel replacement personnel,
14, Standardization of litters to fit trasnport planes.
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The dental problems encountered during the Solomon Island
Campalgn were mainly the inability to.set up offices in the
various regimental headquarters due to the restricted area and
constant enemy activity,

During the first few weeks, much equipment was lacking;
however, this proved no handicap since more units could not
have been used at this time,

During the first week one outfit belonging to "A" Company,
Second Medical Battalion, Second Marine Divislon, who landed
on Tulagl, was salvaged from the beach on Guadalcanal and put
into use at the Division Fisld Hospital., PFortunately, although
wet, this unit was found in time so that after careful drying
and olling, most of the supplies and equipment includling the
electric motor could be put in use, Thls was used when necessary
with current supplied by a field generator, also selvaged,
and 1n later weeks on current from the captured Japanese power-
house. However, since alr and ship bombardment dlsrupted the
wiring with monotonous regularity, this latter source of power
wias sporadic. A foot engine wes finally located, repalred,
and put into use., The center rod was missing and had to be
replaced with a wooden polse

The most gratifying of all pleces of equipment ig the
field "castle" light. Thig light is considered absolutely
essential if field oral surgery is to be attempted., One of
“these was located and with this addition the office was more
or less complete, and, although repeatedly riddled with bomb
fragments and shell splinters, continued to function. Re-
placement of vital parts was made Trom other units that
arrived later, . :

During the first ten days ~another dental unit was located
in the FPirst Regiment supply dumpe This was in failr shape
despite some of the cases beign smashed, and was put.into
operation in the "E" Medical Company hospitel area. This
company had lost all of its original dental equipment. The
scattered cases of a third unit were finally assembled and
another office opened in the "A" Medical Company hospltal
areas. These three offices continued to function throughout
the campalgn. - '

Some weeks later, upon the arrival of the Seventh
Regiment and "C" Company, First Medical Battalion, a fourth
office was opened. Sti1ll later in the campalgn a fifth office
was opened. However, throughout the campalgn, 1t remalned.
inadvisable if not impossible, for regimental dentel officers
to function asg such. They did, however, perform invaluable
work as assistant medical officers and in many ether military
dutlies. »
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Reglmental dental officers in this particular action
were not necessarily essential in the field, since with the
constricted area of operdtions, casuflties were evacuated
directly to field hospitals and 1ittle or no dental repair
-or surgery was done in the regimental areas, Thus dental
officers were attached to units where they could not function
in their professional capacity and there was a shortage in
areas where 1t was possible to set up offlces. It 18 felt
that the addltion of one or perhaps two more dental 6fficers
to the medical companies would correct this and ald immeasurec<
ably in taking care of the overwhelming amount of accumulated
dental work that has to be taken care of in the short periods
of non-combatant status. This would work out nicely, .since
the medical companies operate in the areas of the regiments
to which they are assigned. It is felt that any addition of
dental officers to the regiments 1s definitely neither desire-
able nor practical since their professional services in the
field would be completely lost.

The keeping of an accurate record of all operations and
treatments during this period was practically impossible,
consequently forms "K" Dental, were only the best that could
be compiled under the clrcumstances, .

The incidence of Vincent'!s stomatitils for the Divislon
wag low enough to be dlsregarded. Faclal wounds were in-
frequent, however, it was found that where they were serious
enough to involve the neck, fixation of fragments in many cases
‘could not be accomplished as it increased the inability of
the patient to swallow or clear the throat of saliva or blood.
It was necessary in some cases to cut the fixing wires or
rubber bands,-liquids being gilven by use of a bulb from a.
syringe attached to a long bent glass tube., The bulb was
filled and tube placed back of the tongue., These cases
although extremely bad, seldom approached shock and all were
in remarkably good condition when evacuated.

Referring to equipment again, the value of the field
operating light cannot be overstressed., The novocalne carpule
lg definitely the answer to local anesthesia in the field and.

more carpules and needles should be included in the original
unit,. '

Most of the dental officers would prefer brass orthodontic
ligature wire in 18 inch eighteen inch stands to supplement
the fracture arch bands. , . -

It is also felt that one complete field pfosthetic oute
it (army chests 61 and 62) could be used to advantage in
aaking prosthetic repairs in the field: This could be carried .
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in the medical company conducting the Division Field Hospltal
and could be set up when and if conditions permitted.

Additional generators whould be provided for the burners
of the field sterilizer as these fouled rapidly and thereby
rendered the sterilizing unit useless, .

The unit #4 was altered to sult the individual dental
officerts particular needss Most preferred the larger
hospltal pouch which allowed for supplementing with bandages,
sulfa~powder, and morphine syrettes; since all functioned
a great deal of the time as asslstant medical offioers.
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From Asst Div Comdr to CG - ¥P with aviation materlal de-
parts 0615 X Mopping up operations today made contact
Gumuarea armed- enemy. detachment X Seven enemy killed .
thirty. three escaped including one wounded X Qur only.
casualty ¢»L. E.T,E. Malaita police killed X Detalled
report and cdptured material later

lQISQDtember

20 September

Comnand Post closed at. 60 6 ~ll4 7 and opened at old
location KE20360 v _

From Asst Div Comdr o Gd - YP witn Amphibian Tank
Platoon and aviatlon material will depart daylight to-
morrow X Request you send 5 inch:star shell 1f can spare

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - Friendly planes in air from

‘0030 to 0200 .

22 September

Unit report from Unit #365 from Sept 21
Unit report from 3rd Bn Second Marines from scot 20 to 21

23 September

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - YP .departed daylight with
flares aviation material sandbags X Small boats with
remainder aviation material departs tomorrow mornlng
details later

From CG to All. Unlts - Tor puroose of operatlonal control
sector number two is ‘hereby placed under tactical command
of CO 5th Marines X Div Op ord 1li- -42 . is modified accord- -
ingly

From Asst Div Comdr to Cu - Patrol encountered small Jap
detachment near east point Florida Island X Killed fouyr
Japs no casualties X Request permlssion lssue ration
fresh beef from YP 239 .
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AVNEX xU(CONl)
24 September

From lst Bn 7th Merlnes ~ Attach two 75mm guns with
crews to Amph Tractor Bn for beach defénse

From CG to Asst Div Copdr - Ballard arrive Lengo Chan-

nel dayligit twenty 81X September proceed. gavutu unload

one hundred fifty drums Avgas moorings and two speclal

- fueling buoys departing prior sixteen hundred same day X

Request you arrange working party with boats to land
drums expeditliously X Have working detall repart to
Ensign Polk X Instruct Polk rémain Ringbolt until further
orders Cub One X Responsible petty officer will be .sent
Ringbolt tomorrow to assume charge subsequent operation
fuel buoys X Plan stage Cﬂtalinas through Rlngbolt

~From CG to Asst Div Comdr «~ Salect location for Tare
Baker. Roger radioc equipment to be installed. Tulagl as

base naval radio statlion X Operating personnel five of-
ficers ten enlisted X Advise when location availlable

Fronm NOB to CG - Request alr search in Dispenable Straighte
each afternoon-'for subs and report results to us before 7
nightly retirement X CTF62 messages en route by hand X -
We will gommence unload*ng at O6OO (Pnoned from NOB)
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